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AN ARCHITECTURAL PASSPORT 


N a leading article on this page in October last, attention was drawn to the 
needs of Commonwealth architects, particularly in the newly conscious 
nations, to obtain high professional standards. In suggesting that the RIBA 
was here confronted with its biggest problem and its greatest opportunity, the 
value of an overseas tour by the President was stressed. 

That tour has now been undertaken, and something of its success may be 
gained from the remarks (given in another page) made by Mr. Cross at a Press 
conference last week. Wherever in Malaya, Australasia and Canada that he 
has been, he has pressed the dual claims for urgent consideration of a ‘passport’ 
examination common to all Commonwealth countries and of periodic confer- 
ences of Commonwealth architects. The spontaneous good will with which 
these suggestions were received on his tour should not blind anyone to the 
difficulties that lie in the way of realisation. But difficulties exist to be overcome, 
and the first move is already in hand—the consideration, which we hope may 
be active, by the Board of Architectural Education of a draft basic syllabus of 
examination. How admirable if this could be prepared and in principle approved 
in time for the President to take it on a tour of Africa before his term of office 
expires in twelve months’ time. Mr. Cross has technical and personal qualities 
which make him an ideal ambassador. 


THE NATIONAL TRUST 
O we fully realise the splendid work the National Trust is doing for the 
preservation of the beauties of our land and the extent to which it is 
dependent upon public—that is our—support for the continuation and expan- 
sion of that work ? It is doubtful. There are many who think the Trust is a 
rich Government department supported by taxation, and for that reason tend 
to decry rather than support it. 

Sir Harold Nicholson, at a recent Press conference, quickly dispelled that 
particular misconception and gave an excellent summary of the Trust’s 
responsibilities and the increasing pressure of its work, stressing the urgent 
need for more members and increased financial support. Here are a few useful 
reminders. The Trust has been in existence for sixty-two years and now holds 
over a thousand properties covering nearly a quarter of a million acres in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Inflation, the most serious financial 
problem of our time, hits the Trust more than any other property owner, 
for its properties must be held for ever, and endowments which in many cases 
formerly seemed sufficient, are now inadequate. 

It is more important to-day than ever before that the Trust should be able to 
increase its good work. New atomic stations, overhead electricity lines, the 
continuing spread of the most deplorable kind of urban development, the 
spoliation of the countryside, the falling into decay of historic houses—these are 
a few of the problems that press increasingly on the Trust and its resources. 
It is useful to remember that each year many more people enjoy the properties 
owned by the Trust. Last year nearly 900,000 people paid to visit the houses 
and gardens at which an entrance fee is charged to those who are not members 
of the Trust and many more, probably millions, freely enjoyed the open country- 
side that the Trust preserves for them. What. for example, do Londoners owe 
to Box Hill 2? Trust membership is now slightly over 60,000; the aim of the 
Trust is to increase that figure as quickly as possible to 100,000. Membership, 
the cost of which is as low as £1 a year, carries with it certain privileges, par- 
ticulars of which are obtainable from the Secretary of the National Trust, 
42, Queen Annes Gate, Westminster, SW1. 
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Notes of the Week 


Greenwich Park Displays 
SON et Lumiere’ a new form of 
entertainment is to be introduced to 
Londoners during August and September 
at displays to be held in Greenwich Park 
each evening during these months. Des- 
cribed by M. Paul Robert-Houdin as a 
‘ballet of light and sound,’ this night- 
time spectacle has become a major 

tourist attraction in France. 


In the displays the various parts of an 
historic building are dramatised by light- 
ing while recorded music, narrative and 
dialogue, reproduced through a stereo- 
phonic sound = system,. suggest the 
presence of invisible actors. 


The Minister of Works announced the 
introduction of ‘Sound and Light’ in 
reply to a question in the House of 
Commons on June 25. The Daily 
Telegraph, to ensure that no loss falls 
on public funds, has offered to arrange 
the displays on behalf of the Ministry. 
Co-operating in the experiment will be 
Harold Holt, Ltd., as directors, and M. 
Robert Houdin, who is conservateur of 
the Chateau de Chambord and has pro- 
duced similar displays in France. 





HOTEL PROPOSED IN PARK LANE.—Planning 
permission is being sought from the London County 
Council and Westminster City Council for erection 
of a 32-storey hotel on a site in Park-lane, W, bounded 
by Pitt’s Head-mews, Hertford-street, and Stanhope- 
row. Sponsors are New City Properties, Ltd., and 


Hilton Hotels, International, Inc. 


The tower would 
rest on a two-storey podium occupying the full site of 
about 55,000 sq. ft. The architects are Lewis Solomon, 
Son and Joseph. The cost is estimated at about £4m. 


An Excellent Booklet 


IN DEFENCE of the unregenerate specu- 
lative housebuilder, it has often been said 
that he provides what the public wants. 
It would be truer to say that the public 
accepts what he offers. Frequently there 
is no choice in the matter. That devo- 
tion to the familiar semi-detached 
monotony is by no means universal is 
shown by the readiness with which the 
well-designed and sited houses of the 
New Towns and the better class private 
enterprise estates are snapped up. Poor- 
quality housing is more likely to be due 
to the ignorance or indifference of the 
builder than to public taste. 

We therefore welcome most cordially 
an illustrated booklet entitled ‘* Your 
House on View,’ just published by the 
CPRE for the Central Panels Committee 
of the CPRE, the RIBA and the Insti- 
tute of Builders, with a commendatory 
foreword by Mr. Henry Brooke, Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government 
and Welsh Affairs, and an introduction 
by Sir George Pepler, chairman of the 
Central Panels Committee. 

In six sections entitled ‘The Estate 
Layout,’ ‘From Street to Street,’ * The 
House and its Setting,’ ‘ House Design.’ 
‘Improvements and Conversions’ and 
‘Planning and Design,’ 
the booklet draws 
attention to some impor- 
tant points that need to 
be watched; these are 
illustrated by 62 excel- 
lent photographic views, 
with brief explanatory 
notes. As Mr. Henry 
Brooke points out, good 
design need not cost any 
more than bad, and is 
often a matter of good 
proportions, simplicity 
and a regard for. sur- 
roundings, things sim- 
ple in themselves but 
hard to achieve. 

If it could be got into 
the hands of those who 
most need it — the small 
builder, the local 
authority and the layman 
—the booklet should do 
a great deal of good. 


Copies are obtainable, 
price 3s. (postage and 
packing 4d. on_ single 


copies), from the Central 
Panels Committee of the 
CPRE, 4, Hobart-place, 
London, SWI. 


Raymond Unwin 


Apropos of the Hamp- 
stead Garden Suburb 
Jubilee _ celebrations 
which have been taking 
place, it is interesting to 
learn that a plaque to the 
memory of Sir Raymond 
Unwin is to be put in 
Wyldes Farm. It was in 
1906 that Unwin came 
to live at Wyldes; which 
remained his home for 
the rest of his life. He 
died in 1940 at the age 
of 77. 
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It is said to have been the reading of 
a pamphlet Unwin had written on gar. 
den cities (with his partner and brother. 
in-law Barry Parker he had already done 
pioneer work at New Earswick, York, 
and Letchworth) that decided Henrietta 
Barnett to entrust the planning of Hamp. 
stead Garden Suburb to him. At Wyldes 
he lived intimately with his work and 
watched it growing daily under his hand. 


A correspondent who recalls visiting 
him there nearly 50 years ago, writes: 
‘In those days Wyldes was literally “ ip 
the wilds.” Golders Green was entirely 
rural. I do not remember seeing any 
other building on my way up to the farm- 
house, in its bower of trees, where 
Unwin received me with that grave 
courtesy which was his characteristic and 
carefully went over the plans I had come 
to get for publication in one of the archi- 
tectural weeklies. He was then a man of 
about 45, and though of no great stature 
impressed at once with his presence—| 
recall clearly the fine head with its splen- 
did mat of black hair, the neatly clipped 
moustache, the handsome, sensitive fea- 
tures, the steady, penetrating glance of 
the large, dark eyes. I was to see him 
often in later years, especially during his 
term of office at the Ministry of Health, 
and his presidency of the RIBA, but the 
memory of that first meeting is the one 
that remains. For me he never seemed to 
get any older.’ 


Hospital Sculpture 


Mr. F. E. MCWILLIAM is the sculptor 
chosen to produce a piece of sculpture 
for the new general hospital at London- 
derry. That this new building should 
have a piece of sculpture at all is the 
result of advice given to the clients, the 
Northern Ireland Hospital Authority, by 
the architects, Messrs. Yorke, Rosenberg 
and Mardall. Mr. McWilliam, a Northern 
Ireland man, is well known in London, 
where he lives. The piece will take the 
form of a seated figure, in bronze, of 
Princess Macha of the Golden Hair who, 
according to tradition, founded the first 
hospital in Ireland in the year 300 BC. 
Eight-feet high, it will be in bronze. 


Bristol * Gothick ’ Monument Saved 


PORTMEIRION, a town created by Mr. 
Clough Williams-Ellis on the Welsh sea- 
shore, offers asylum for an 18th-century 
monument which would otherwise have 
been destroyed. This is the Georgian 
Colonnade from the Bath House at 
Arno’s Court, Bristol, an elegant and 
unusual 18th-century structure with 
romantic ‘Gothick’ features, of which 
the work of removing was due to start on 
July 1. 


Arno’s Court and its attendant build- 
ings were constructed about 1760 by 
William Reeve. The Bath House, in 
front of which stands the Colonnade, 
contained some fine rococo plaster work 
by an artist of the Bristol School of 
‘ Stuccatori,’ probably Thomas Stocking, 
who worked for the Methuens at Cor- 
sham. Much of this has fallen and the 
remains of the Bath House are to be 
demolished when the Colonnade 1s 
removed. 
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GAIETY LOSES ITS (FIGURE) HEAD.— The winged figure in process of 
being lowered to the ground, on July 2, is something of a mystery at the moment. 
Whether she is a Muse, or an Angel, is not known ; she holds a trumpet and 
wears Grecian dress. Built about 1903—sculptor, Hibbert Binney—in oak and 
teak sections held together by secret bolting, it would appear that she was origin- 


ally finished in gold leaf and paint ; she weighs about two tons. 


She is destined 


for the internal court of the English Electric building to be erected on the site. 
This view of the Gaiety Theatre is from the roof of the Strand Theatre 





RIBA Golf 


THE SUMMER MEETING of the RIBA 
Golf Society was held on June 29-30 at 
Deal, with the following — results: 
Allensby Bowl: W. Fisk (38 points); the 
Captain’s Prize: Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 
(86 less 14=72); the President’s Prize: 
Eric Firmin (36 points); the Society’s 
Prize: Felix Wilson (38 points); runner- 
up: Eric Firmin (35 points). 

It may be doubted if there has ever 
been a more popular win than that of 
Sir Giles in the Captain’s prize. Deal is 
a long and testing course, and this and 
the fact that the competition was decided 
on one of the hottest days of the year, 
makes the winner’s feat of going round 
in two strokes net below his age (Sir Giles 
is 74) all the more meritorious. A corres- 
pondent who was present says that Sir 
Giles, in receiving the cup, made a nice 
point by saying that he had at last got his 
own back, * though it was 35 years later.” 
The point being, of course, that it was 
Sir Giles himself who presented the cup 
in the days when the Society was first 
formed as the AA Golfing Society. 


How Far is Near ? 


Mr. HALFoRD REDDISH, chairman and 
managing director of the Rugby Portland 
Cement Co., Ltd., in the course of his 
speech at a conference held by the Dollar 
Exports Council in London, told the 
story of an English company who wrote 
to their correspondent in Vancouver to 
tell him ‘our Mr. Smith will be arriving 
at Halifax next month, will you please 
arrange to meet him.’ They got a cable 
back: ‘Do it yourself, you're nearer.” 


Architectural Competition Refused 


‘LOCAL AUTHORITIES are now the 
arbiters of task. We should encourage 
new ideas and become what the patrons 
of art in the 18th century were, said Miss 
D. Pleydell-Bouverie at a recent meeting 
of the West Suffolk County Council, 
moving the reference back of a recom- 
mendation of the County Buildings 
Committee to authorise the selection of 
an architect for the new council chamber 
and county offices, estimated to cost 
£100,000, at Bury St. Edmunds. 


Miss Pleydell-Bouverie, Lord Wolver- 
ton and 20 other members of the 
Council were in favour of holding an 
architectural competion, but the Chair- 
man said that the ordinary man in 
business did not put the appointment of 
an architect out to competition because 
if that were done there was no control 
over the plans. It was far better to get 
a first-class man who had planned similar 
buildings which could be seen first. 

The Council decided, by a majority of 
six, to authorise the Buildings Com- 
mittee to select an architect in consulta- 
tion with the President of the RIBA. 


Ewae OXa EXAnriKka 


THE ABOVE is the title of the theme for 
the next Architects’ Benevolent Society 
Ball—‘ It’s All Greek "—which will be 
held at Grosvenor House on December 
11. Application forms for tickets (£2 10s. 
each) will be appearing later in the 
RIBA Journal. Reservations should be 
made without delay to Mr. C. J. Epril, 
55, Pall Mall, SWI. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
St. Paul’s Area 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—I find in Mr. Basil Marriott’s 

article on City Planning (June 28) 
the following: ‘The scheme is primarily 
a study in spatial composition, and the 
effect is inevitably a “ planner’s plan” 
rather than the architectural design for 
which it has been mistaken by the lay- 
man.’ For the benefit of the layman and 
myself could you get Mr. Marriott to 
tell us: 

1. What is a spatial composition and 
in what way does it differ from other 
sorts of composition? 

2. In what way does a ‘ planner’s plan’ 
differ from other sorts of plans that can 
be drawn out on a sheet of paper? 

In what way does a ‘ planner’s plan’ 
differ from an architectural design, or 
are we to understand that architectural 
design is something added to a plan and 
that planning and architectural design are 
two different things? 

4. How is the layman to know when 
he is being shown a * planner’s plan’ and 
when he is being shown an architectural 
design? 

THoMas Brappock [FRIBA]. 
14, Great Smith-street, SW1. 


Mr. Marriott replies: ‘Since he asks for 
it, | will have a bash at Mr. Thomas Brad- 
dock’s engagingly pugnacious letter, though 
I think he well knows the answers to his 
rhetorical questions. But not with one hand 
tied behind my back; under Queensberry 
Rules he should have quoted in full the 
sentence at which he takes a swing. This 
began with the words, “ We were reminded 
that...” which should (and 1 am assured 
did) make it clear that the distinction drawn 
in relation to the St. Paul’s Area model was 
not my own. In these circumstances the 
short answer to Mr. Braddock might be the 
equivalent to “search me!” but the point 
is a good one, and | will try to do it justice. 


To save space | omit repetition of the 
questions, and must condense my answers. 

“4h, 2 and- 3. No essential differ- 
ence, but the former are two-dimensional 
studies primarily showing the _ inter- 


relation on plan of spaces enclosed as build- 


ings. The latter — architectural design — 
invokes a third dimension to show ele- 
vations. Yes, unfortunately planning (in the 


former sense) and architectural design seem 
to have become different things. 

‘4. By having this explained to him 
whenever a model, or perspective, is pub- 
lished based on the “ planner’s plan,” which 
must use token blocks to represent buildings 
not yet architecturally designed. 

‘The reminder I relayed was that failure 
to do this had tended to mislead the lay- 
man, judged by correspondence in the lay 


Press—but surely not Mr. Braddock, who 
(with any reader still at the ringside) is 


saved by the gong from further shadow- 
boxing.” 


Building Surveyors 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR, — I am afraid that I am in no 

position to help your correspondent 
‘Puzzled, as the reasons of the rejection 
of any application to sit for our exami- 
nations are not recorded: I can only sug- 
ges: that h's proposer might be able to 
advise him. It should perhaps be borne 
in mind that the building surveyor 
division examinations are not exami- 
nations drawn up purely to test the com- 
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petence of building inspectors but cover 
a much wider field than his duties. 
That building inspectors have been 
accepted to sit for the examinations | 
do know and * Puzzled’s’ rejection in no 
way alters my previous contention. 
L. H. Lockey [FRICS]. 


East Croydon, Surrey. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


&IR,—I have read Mr. Lockley’s letter 

(The Builder, June 28) on the above 
matter with interest and some concern, 
and feel that he fails to appreciate the 
position of the Municipal Building Sur- 
veyor or _ Inspector. This _ officer, 
responsible as he is for the enforcement 
of Building Regulations with their 
present wide scope, and in a period of 
ever changing methods of construction, 
is in great need of an association to deal 
with his special needs. 

Whilst myself a loyal member of the 
RICS, I feel that the Municipal Building 
Surveyors and Inspectors, drawn as they 
are, of necessity, from the ranks of those 
possessing a practical background and 
technical training, now require an exami- 
nation of professional standing but of a 
specialised approach to their type of 
work. Such a qualification and_ the 
association providing it should not be 
considered as competing with the RICS, 
but rather as complementary to it. 

This condition is nothing new, for the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors was started 
for a similar but less excusable purpose. 
Even the Institution of Structural Engineers 
and the Institute of Welders were both 
founded to cater for specialised branches of 
the engineering professions, and both these 


have now the highest possible standing 
amongst the professional bodies. 
Mr. Lockley’s second letter with its 


obvious, if unintended, slighting comment 
on the lack of qualification and manual 
background of the Municipal Building Sur- 
veyor and Inspector is unworthy of him. 
The very nature of the Building Surveyor’s 
work renders practical experience in one of 
the building trades a decided advantage, and 
could be said to be the best possible back- 
ground for any type of building surveying. 





AcANTHUS — 


eS). 


A 40,000-pounder isn’t much 
use if they don’t know how to 
use it ! 


He also fails to appreciate that most of 
these men are in possession of the Higher 
National Certificate, plus, in many cases, 
other sound diplomas when they take up 
an appointment with a local authority. 
Such a person can hardly be said to be 
unqualified. 

The professional institutions, in their 
wisdom, now make provision for such 
persons to take their examinations, and at 
the present time the Ministry of Education 
is insistent that a background of technical 
rather than academic training should not 
debar anyone from the professions. I would 
also remind Mr. Lockley that the founder 
members of our present professional insti- 
tutes, to say nothing of the Christian 
Religion, started life as manual workers, 
and it would be a sad day for the engineer- 
ing, surveying and architectural professions 
if men of practical experience no longer 
joined their ranks. 

I do not wish to enter into controversy On 
this matter with Mr. Lockley; in fact, if his 
letter leads to a greater interest and 
appreciation of the much neglected Munici- 
pal Building Surveyor and Inspector it will 
have served a very useful purpose. 

F. D. EntwistLe [ARICS, 
AMIStructE, AMIMunE, AIAS.] 


735, Worrall-road, Worrall, 
Nr. Sheffield. 
“. This correspondence 
cease.—ED. 
The Gravel Problem 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—Mr. Townroe’s article under the 
title of ‘ The Gravel Problem’ in your 
issue of June 21 is, on the face of It, 
plausible. One who knows nothing of 
the sand and gravel industry would not 
unreasonably assume that the author is 
an expert. Nae ; 

Let us put the matter in its right per- 
spective. First, the gravel industry has 
always to face opposition from those who 
admit that sand and gravel are essential but 
prefer supplies to be got from some other 
district. But these materials are as essential 
to the country as coal, and must be dug 
where they lie. Of course, we have to 
import a large proportion of our food: 
nothing whatever can change the necessity 
for this—even if we could import our build- 
ing materials. 

The industry is, as one would suppose, in 
very close touch with water authorities. 
There are problems, of course, in some 
cases, but the matter of evaporation has 
never been raised by any water authority. 
Mr. Townroe’s argument on evaporation is, 
indeed, not widely appreciated because it 
has never been ‘put forward.’ Perhaps he 
is as confused on this point as he is on 
wet gravel pits generally; in spite of my 
correction in your issue of May 10, to points 
made in a letter of his, he still apparently 
believes that a lake from 15 to 100 acres 
in extent, with water probably 20 feet deep 
is properly @escribed as a ‘swamp or pond.’ 

Now we come to the real point of the 
article. Mr. Townroe lives near the ‘recent 
example’ to which he refers. It is at 
Yateley, in Hampshire, and the work to 
which he refers is being carried out under 
planning permission by a company with a 
very wide knowledge and experience of 
restoration: so wide, in fact. that unlike Mr. 
Townroe, they are aware of the very many 
ways in which gravel pits can be restored. 
They are aware of the fact that pits can 
be filled only where there is material avail- 
able to fill them, and that amenity and use 
are not limited to grassland. They have, as 
I said in my letter of May 10, produced 
at Yateley some charming and _ natural 


must now 
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lakes, much enjoyed by local people othe; 
than Mr. Townroe. The present excavation 
—which looks, as your readers would gyp. 
pose, like a gravel excavation — will als 


become a well-planted lake when excavation ! 


has proceeded further. 

Mr. Townroe has repeated, in spite of 
my correction of May 10, his statement 
aboxt Chandlers Farm. When they bough 
the land on which the farmhouse stood, the 
company approached the Public Heaijth 
Authorities and were required to give a 
undertaking that the house would not he 
used for human habitation, the Public 
Health Inspector having found that 
could not be made fit for that purpose with. 
out totally uneconomic expenditure. More. 
over, Mr. Townroe’s historical background 
for an undistinguished, neglected, main\ 
nineteenth-century farmhouse was ny 
known to any of the authorities to whom 
the company referred. 

What can account for Mr. Townroes 
belief that planning and the preparation of 
Development Plans in Hampshire have beep 
inspired by his own statements in print? 


In fact, the industry’s negotiations with 
County Planning Authorities on gravel 


working and conditions have been going 
on, under the 1947 Town and Country Plan. 
ing Act, since that Act came into force 
in 1948. It is difficult to understand wh 
Mr. Townroe should single out for praise 
one gravel company, but if he had troubled 
to inform himself at all he would knoy 
that all gravel companies are required } 
planning permission to carry out restoration 
— and grassland is not the only kind of 
restoration useful to the country. He won} 
know that we have records of over 200 
gravel pits that have been restored during 
the last 30 or 40 years, that restoration 
Is not new and rare, but long-established 
and common. 

The conclusions Mr. Townroe draws are 
palpably drawn from a lack of knowledge, 
A Government Committee which sat from 
1946 to 1954 produced a report of nearly 
600 pages on gravel working; Mr. Townroe 
produces _a solution of his _ personal 
grievance in two paragraphs, and offers this 
asa universal panacea. There are a hundred 
problems of mineral working which have 
not yet come into his experience. His con- 
fidence about what will happen in future 
might have been better felt 10 years ago. 
The companies operating the 1,400. sand 
and gravel pits throughout the country 
know what is to happen — their planning 
Permissions, granted by knowledgeable 
planning authorities, tell them. 

Mr. Townroe should know that. an 
understardable anxiety to preserve the 
status quo of his village does not justify the 
repetition of inaccurate accusations. — 

; H. E. Peirce [OBE, JP], 
C hairman, Sand and Gravel 
Association of Great Britain. 

48, Park-street, W1. 


£80,000 Hostel 


CLARE COLLEGE, Cambridge, is to 
spend about £80,000 on a new hostel to 
accommodate 40 undergraduates. — This 
does not mean an increase of 40 in col- 
lege numbers, for the building is intended 
to replace existing lodgings which have 
become unsatisfactory. 

The building, which has a bold Scandi- 
navian design, will be an addition to the 
Clare Hostel in Chesterton Lane. It has 
been designed by the Cambridge archi 
tect Mr. David Roberts, who was respon- 


sible for the new buildings in Benson 


Court, Magdalene. 
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Workshop block 


COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY, ART & COMMERCE 
for the City of Oxford: First Instalment 


E. G. CHANDLER, ARIBA, MTPI, City Architect and Planning Officer 


IAN HORSBURGH, MA, ARIBA, Chief Assistant, Ground Section 
D. E. NUTT, ARIBA, Assistant Architect 


HENRY COOPER & Sons, Quantity Surveyors 


LAVENDER, McMILLAN (Contractors), Ltd., Builders 


HE first instalment of the new college consists mainly of workshops and laboratories for engineering and 
building, with a small range of lecture rooms, drawing offices, canteen and common room for students. 
Direct access to the individual shops for the delivery of machinery, materials and large equipment is provided 
by a service road running the full length of the western side of the block and terminating at the boiler house. 
A large overhead gantry spans the service road and provides facilities for unloading. 
The need for the provision of a very high degree of natural lighting and heavy floor loading dictated the 
single-storey principle of design. The workshops themselves have reinforced concrete barrel vault roofs. This 


method of construction provides two clear floor areas between columns of 50 ft. by 486 ft., thus allowing an 
entirely free layout for machinery within the building. 





The reinforced concrete frame is split into four sections by the use of double columns and beams in order to Inte 
eliminate expansion and contraction effects on such a large structure. 
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Interior, general engineering workshop 








CROSS | 
SECTION a 
pe ASSEMBLY HALL ADMIN LECTURE SCIENCE BLOCK 


4 WORKSHOP BLOCK 
BLOCK THEATRE 











56 


College of 
Technology, 
Art & Commerce, 


Oxford 


The internal partitions are also 
isolated from the frame by means 
of expansion joints and cover 
strips. 

The classrooms, staff rooms and 
cloakrooms are arranged along 
the full length of the east side of 
the building, separated from the 
workshops by a corridor running 
the length of the building. This 
section is constructed in a light 
steel frame with channel rein- 
forced wood wool slabs for the 
roof decking. 

The site covers approximately 
35 acres, bounded by London- 
road, Gipsy-lane and Cheney- 
lane, and will eventually become a 
precinct for technical education. 
The second stage, on which work 
started early this year, consists of 
an extension of the workshop 
block and a new five-storey block. 

This stage will provide accom- 
modation for the art and archi- 
tecture departments. 





Electrical tower laboratory 
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Rear of the workshop from the south, water 
tower and unloading gantry in foreground 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Structural steel, Palmers Hebburn Co., Ltd. : reinforcement, 
* Twisteel’ Reinforcement, Ltd.: *Presweld’ beams, Hills 
(West Bromwich), Ltd. ; precast concrete, Cowley Concrete Co., 
Ltd. ; floor tiling, S. H. Ware and Co., Ltd. ; wood block flooring, 
Vigers Brothers, Ltd. ; flat roofing, F. McNeill and Co., Ltd. : 
doors, Woodworth Joinery, Ltd. ; ironmongery, N. F. Ramsay 
and Co., Ltd. ; metal windows, Aygee, Ltd. ; sliding doors, 
Bolton Gate Co., Ltd. ; insulation, Midland Builders’ Supplies 
(Oxford), Ltd. ; wall tiling, Carter and Co., London, Ltd. : sani- 
tary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; heating and ventilation, 
F.G. Alden, Ltd. ; patent glazing and roof lights, Hills (West Brom- 
wich), Ltd. ; terrazzo, Minoli and Co. : facing bricks, Ibstock 
Brick and Tile Co., Ltd. ; paint, I.C.1. (Paints Division), Ripolin, 
Ltd. ; electrical installation, Lowe and Oliver, Ltd. 
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COMMONWEALTH ARCHITECTS 


RIBA Plans for a ‘ Basic’ 


ELABORATION of the theme of uni- 
fication of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and its Allied Societies 
overseas, agreed to in principle by the 
RIBA Council and communicated to 
Allied Societies in Malaya, Australasia 
and Canada in his recent tour, was given 
by the President, Mr. Kenneth Cross, at 
a Press conference held in London last 
week. Mr. C. D. Spragg (secretary), who 
made the tour with the President, was 
also present. 

The RIBA delegation, 
said Mr. Cross, had three 
principal objects in mak- 
ing the 32,000-mile trip. 
First, it was a journey of 
goodwill aimed at knitting 
the RIBA and its overseas 
societies more closely to- 
gether; second, it was to 
discuss certain matters 
connected with Registra- 
tion and architectural edu- 


cation, particularly the 
idea that there might be a 
basic examination for 


students of all Common- 
wealth countries, an ex- 
amination which would be 
supplemented by a second 
examination in local by- 
laws and conditions to be 


taken subsequently — in 
whichever country the 
student might decide to 


work; and, third, to seek 
views on the proposal that 
there should be periodic 
conferences, held_ in 
different countries at, say, 
three-yearly intervals, 
when Commonwealth 
architects could meet to 
discuss their common 
problems. 

‘In view of the revolu- 
tion that is taking place in 
constructional develop- 
ments, it is important that 
there should be such meet- 
ings, said Mr. Cross. 
‘Subjects such as design 
and tendering procedure 
are obvious matters for 
discussion.” 

These ideas were well 
received wherever they 
had gone, said Mr. Cross. All the 
Societies were most anxious to co-operate. 


‘But I do not want to pretend that 
there are no difficulties in the 
way. For Australia’s five States have 


each their own registration scheme which 
poses Its own problem. Australia, again, 
would probably feel that we in Great 
Britain must put more emphasis on con- 
sttuction in our training syllabuses; they 
in turn may meet us in building up the 
attention given to design subjects,’ added 
Mr. Cross. There was to be a meeting 
of Professors of the Australian schools 
of architecture in Brisbane in August to 
consider the preparation of a syllabus 





Examination 


for a basic examination. 

“I must make it clear,’ said the Presi- 
dent, ‘that our discussions were con- 
ducted as between equal partners in an 
enterprise: an attitude which secured co- 
Operation wherever we went.’ 


The Next Step 


Asked what the next step would be, 
Mr. Cross said that, the RIBA having 
already approved the general lines of 


Mr. Cross, President RIBA (left), and Mr. Spragg, 
Secretary, photographed on the site of a school in 
San Francisco. 
whatever in this school, it being thought that dis- 
tractions caused by varying light intensities will be 
avoided. According to Mr. Cross, the view expressed 
was that * it might be all right for the children but 
definitely hard on the teachers. 


There will be no natural lighting 


policy, a special committee of the Board 
of Architectural Education was being set 
up to prepare a draft common syllabus: 
this, when approved by the Council, 
would be sent for study to the Common- 
wealth countries. In answer to a ques- 
tion, Mr. Cross said that he thought dis- 
cussion of such a syllabus might well 
form one of the subjects for the first 
Commonwealth Architects’ Conference: 
where that would be held, and when, he 
could not say except that he hoped it 
would be soon. In fixing a venue, the 
position of the Societies in some of the 
smaller countries, such as New Zealand, 
must be considered. 
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Mr. Cross also agreed that one de- 
velopment might be the creation of a 
Commonwealth Board of Architectural 
Education, in which case the present 
Boards in the various countries would 
administer the ‘local’ supplementary ex- 
aminations. 

Asked whether the International Union 
of Architects should not adopt the same 
idea, the President said that it might well 
be in course of time that it would, but 
that for the present a start should be 
made with countries within the Com- 
monwealth, if only because of the 
language difficulties. 

In addition to outlining the reception 
accorded to the RIBA plan, the Presi- 
dent also gave some interesting and amus- 
ing details of the tour. Singapore he 
thought was the most rapidly developing 
of all the countries they had visited, with 
great opportunities for architects; Aus- 
tralian architects he had found in general 
to be more interested in construction than 
in design, though he had seen some 
notable buildings there. The Sydney 
Opera House competition argument was 
raging when they arrived in Melbourne, 
and he had been surprised to be asked 
by a waitress in a restaurant if he did not 
think it a shame that the Opera House 
should be built when so many houses 
were still required. ‘I got out of that 
one,’ said the President, ‘ by saying that 
even in England we had managed to 
build 300,000 houses in the year when 
the Royal Festival Hall went up.’ 

In New Zealand, there had been a good 
deal of discussion on architectural edu- 
cation, and he (the President) had made 
the suggestion that a second school of 
architecture at Christchurch in South 
Island would be able to supplement the 
work of that at Auckland. New Zea- 
land architects seemed agreed that there 
was a pressing need for a Building 
Research Station to help them in their 
local problems. 

Everywhere they had gone the hos- 
pitality was tremendous, and the pleasure 
which their visit had given was obviously 
very real. In the New World, they 
visited San Francisco, Vancouver, 
Edmonton and Calgary before going to 
Toronto and Washington. ‘Planning 
here, as in most of the Commonwealth 
countries, is in its infancy, said Mr. 
Cross, * but in Canada we saw architec- 
ture which in design and quality of finish 
is of the highest quality... In Washing- 
ton, they attended the Centennial cele- 
brations of the American Institute where 
they were surprised not only by hearing 
Miss Lillian Gish (whom some will 
remember as the heroine of ‘Way Down 
East") speaking on the need for a 
Bureau of Arts but by a detachment of 
Naval Cadets who burst into song dur- 
ing the Conference proceedings and were 
only silenced by an appeal on_ the 
grounds that Mr. Cross had _ been 
travelling all night and had a headache! 

During the Press conference Mr. 
Spragg revealed that Mr. Cross had been 
made a Life Fellow of the Royal Vic- 
torian Institute of Architects: and Hon. 
Fellow of the Royal Architectural Insti- 
tute of Canada and of the American 
Institute of Architects. 
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Builders: 


BENFIELD & LOXLEY, Ltd. 
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The new building from the President’s garden 


Scale: | in. 32 ft. 
HE existing senior common room building consisted of pantry, 
stores and lavatories on the ground floor and common rooms and Main staircase The comi 
smoking room on the first floor. The second floor, extending only 
over part of the building, consisted of one ‘ Fellows Set.’ Adjoining 
this building were the disused kitchens of the President’s lodgings, 
joined by a lengthy passage to the lodgings. 

The scheme of alteration was (a) extending the existing second floor 
to the whole length of the building, to provide guest rooms and bath- 
rooms and reconstructing the ‘Fellows Set.’ (b) Demolishing the 
disused kitchens and building a Muniment room, with a new common 
room over. The Muniment room has been designed as a fire-resisting 
store to house the very extensive College records. 

The new building has been carried out in Bath stone, with Portland 
stone architraves, plinth and coping. (This mixture has previously been 
used in Oxford at the Ashmolean.) Internally the new common room 
has a fibrous plaster ceiling, with acoustic felt treatment. The wall 
surfaces are plain, wallpapered and intended to receive a collection of 
paintings. The fireplace has been carried out in Belgian black fossil 
and Swedish green marbles. The doors and the panelling below the 
windows are in rosewood. The table and chairs are in mahogany, 
with black leather covering. The floor is close-covered carpet. 

The heating of the new common room is by electric convector 
fittings, thermostatically controlled. The Muniment room is heated and 
ventilated mechanically, with an electric fan and heater unit. Water 
heating to servery and bathrooms is by electric storage heaters. 
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VT ADDITIONS TO St. JOHN’S COLLEGE, OXFORD 


New Muniments and Common Rooms 
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Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Stone, The Bath and Portland Stone 
Firms, Ltd.; windows, Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd.: plumbing, hot water, F. 
Church ; sanitary fittings, Shanks and Co., 
Ltd.: kitchen equipment, Benham and 
Sons, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Lowe 
and Oliver, Ltd.: electric convector 
heaters, F. H. Biddle, Ltd. ; ventilating 
and heating unit, The Carrier-Ross 
Engineering Co.. Ltd. : lighting fittings, 
Troughton and Young (Lighting), Ltd., 
Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., Tucker 
and Edgar: fireplace, Bratt Colbran, 


Ltd. : fibrous plaster, Clark and Fenn, 
Ltd. ; wall tiling, Carter and Co., London, 
Ltd. : specialist joinery, John P. White 


and Sons, Ltd. ; fireproof doors, Chubb 
and Son’s Lock and Safe Co., Ltd.; door 
furniture, The Dryad Metal Works, Ltd.: 
metal grilles, J. Starkie Gardiner, Ltd. ; 
paint, Screeton Paintmaker, Ltd. ; wall- 
papers, Cole and Son (Wallpapers), Ltd. ; 
cork flooring, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; 
curtains and carpets, Elsa Booth, Ltd. 


The windows of the common room 
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PUBLIC HOUSE at Botley, Oxford 
The ‘Fair Rosamund’ for Ind Coope & Allsopp Ltd. 


A. VICTOR HOWARD, ARIBA, Regional Architect 


MAGER & GREENAWAY, Quantity Surveyors 
F. J. MINNS & Co., Ltd., Builders 


HIS, the second of three new 
public houses being built in the 
Oxford area by Hall’s Oxford Brew- 
ery, part of the Ind Coope group of 
companies, is situated at the centre 
of a new estate known as Elms Rise. 

The site chosen stands at an inter- 
section of four estate roads, adjacent 
to a small shopping centre and on the 
brow of a hillside commanding a 
wide view of the surrounding 
country. 

The construction consists of: 1 1-in. 
cavity walls with Leicestershire facing 
bricks and *‘ Cotswold Dale’ recon- 
structed Cotswold stone gables with 
flower boxes and window surrounds 
in the same material, terrace in 
“Cotswold Dale’ paving slabs, west- 
ern red cedar  weatherboarding, 
standard steel ‘Z’° windows in 
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Entrance elevation 
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Bar 


wood surrounds, hardwood doors and 
frames in West African mahogany, cooled 
cellar to the rear of the building 
with granolithic floor and suspended 
R.C. roof. The roof is insulated 
with 3-in. cork slabs on the underside. 
Concrete roofing tiles, dark red, C.I. 
gutters and downpipes. 

Internal floor finishes are: public bar, 
9 in. by 9 in. heather brown quarries; 
smoke room, linoleum tiles, and the club 
room, West African hardwood blocks. 

Suspended ceilings are fixed 7ft. 8in. high 
over the whole of the service areas. The 
main ceiling height is 8 ft. 6 in. 

The counters and backfittings are all in 
various West African hardwoods. The 
smoke room counter consists of armour 
plate glass panels containing motifs of 
Oxford buildings. 

The name of the house was chosen by 

W. L. B. Walker, managing director of 

Hall’s Oxford Brewery. Fair Rosamund 

was a mistress of Henry II, famed for her 

beauty; she lies buried locally at Godstow 
Li Priory. 

The building is faced with reconstructed 
Cotswold stone, a light coloured rustic 
brick and Western red cedar weather- 
boarding. The basic tone of the interior 
finishing, however, echoes the house 
exterior closely in the extensive use of 
West African redwoods and local Bladon- 
stone in fire places and chimney breasts. 
The public bar, entrances and lavatories 
have quarry tiled floors. 


MEN 
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Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 

















fea] =" Joinery, counters and backfittings, Minns Manufacturing; bricks, 
‘ Coleville,” sanitary fittings, etc., Stephensons; reconstructed stone 
and pavings, Cotswold Dale Stone Co., Ltd.: steelwork, Gardiners 
and Co., Ltd.; reinforcement, British Reinforced Concrete Co., 
KITCHEN Ltd.; roof tiles, Driroof Tiles, Ltd.; metal windows (Hopes), G. R. 
Cooper, Ltd.; asphalt, Permanite, Ltd.: heating and hot water, 
| F. Church, Ltd.: electrical installation, H. and E., Ltd.; sound 
~ 7 installations, Ilco, Ltd.; gas installations, Southern Gas Board; 
; 1 service lift, Aldous Campbell, Ltd.: tronmongery, Comyn Chirg 
: ET \) Path and Co., Ltd.: stone fireplaces, A. E. Simpson, Nine Elms Stone 
AB as s : ‘ Masonry Works; cellar cooling, Prestcold, Ltd., Southern Elec- 
: tricity Board: floor finishes, Viger Brothers, Ltd., Inlaid Rubolin 
Flooring Co., Ltd.; pictorial sign, S. G. Court: fascia sign, Ward 
and Co., Ltd.; paints, Leyland Paint and Varnish Co., Ltd. ; electrical 
fittings, GEC, Troughton and Young, Ltd., Courtney Pope, Ltd., 
Falk, Stadelmann and Co., Ltd.:; curtains, Minty, Ltd.: furnishings, 
W. Hands and Co., Furniture Industries, Ltd., Gaskell and 
Chambers, Ltd., Hille of London, Ltd.: beer engines and cellar 
equipment, Gaskell and Chambers, Ltd. 
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FLATS AT SUMMERTOWN, North Oxford 


Subcont 
& Suppl 


E. G. CHANDLER, ARIBA, MTPI, City Architect & Planning Officer Baty 

A. F. WARD, ARIBA, Chief Assistant Architect Builders of the three-storey flats: J. A. PYE, Ltd. = ape 

. 

HENRY COOPER & Sons, Quantity Surveyors Builders of the two-storey flats: FREDERICK J. MINNS & Co., Ltd. Sereno 

and Co.'s 

concrete lin 

: : Concrete € 

HESE flats, situated on one of the main ing, F. Che 

roads out of Oxford, were originally sail sale 
intended to consist of 48 two-bedroomed flats 

in three-storey blocks, with a Branch Library — 

on the site at the junction of Banbury-road and I 

Wentworth-road. The flats and block of 
garages were completed, but a more suitable 

site has been found for the library, nearer to s 


the local shopping area. Work has just begun 
on a block of two-storey flats on the corner 
site. 


| 


= a eae me 


The three-storey flats are of traditional brick 
cavity wall construction, with concrete and 















































. ' 
hollow tile structural floors and a roof of a 
Double Roman clay tiles on timber framing L 
carried by T.D.A. type trusses. A sound IL 
insulating blanket is incorporated in all floors, —" 
which are finished with boards on shallow | 
joists in the living rooms and bedrooms and Tl 
thermoplastic tiles on a _ reinforced screed 
in the hall, kitchen, bathroom, etc. 
Communal television aerial systems have 
been installed, each tenant paying a 50s. fee 
for the initial connection and 9d. per week | G 
additional rent for the service provided. 
The two-storey block now under construc- 
tion is aimed primarily at housing old people. Floors, 
The external materials will match the three- ag 
storey flats. ing, S. W. | 
y Ltd.; ga 
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Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 

Bricks, Ibstock Brick and 
Tile Co., Ltd., London Brick 
Co., Ltd.; structural floors 
and staircases, _ Phillips 
Floors, Ltd.; roof tiling, 
Stephenson and Company 
(Oxford), Ltd. (John Board 
and Co.'s tiles); precast 
concrete lintols, etc., Cowley 
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windows, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd.; balustrad- 
ing, S. W. Farmer and Sons, 
Ltd.; gas installation, 
Southern Gas Board: 
electrical installation, central 
television aerial installation, 
A. F. Bolton (Oxford), Ltd.: 
thermoplastic tile flooring, 
Horsley, Smith and Co. 
(Hayes), Ltd.; — sanitary 
goods, General Light Cast- 
ings Co., Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Lockerbie and Wilkinson 
(Birmingham), Ltd.; _ fire- 
place surrounds, Rowe 
Brothers and Co., Ltd.; 
doors, Leaderflush, Ltd.: 
grassed areas, F. Cook; 
tree planting, R. Tucker and 
Sons, Ltd.; paint and dis- 
temper, E. Wood, Ltd., 
United Paint Co., Ltd.; 
windows, Blanchford and 
Co., Ltd.; steel reinforce- 
ment, Johnson’s Reinforced 
Concrete Engineering Co., 
Ltd,; roofing tiles, Midland 
Builders’ Supplies (Oxford) 
Ltd.; (John Board’s tiles); 
Sanitary goods, Stephenson 
- and Co. (Oxford), Ltd. 
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College of Advanced Building Technology 


London Proposal by Regional Advisory ( ‘ommittee 


MPHE establishment in Central London 

of a College of Advanced Building 
Technology is proposed in a report* now 
issued by the Regional Advisory Council 
for Higher Technological Education 
(London and Home Counties). 


The proposal, which is made by a 
study group of the Regional Advisory 
Committee which has sat under the chair- 
manship of Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
envisages a new College concerned with 
the management and organisation of 
construction — embracing architecture; 
building technology and administration, 
surveying; structural engineering; and 
town planning. The College would also 
be concerned with the functions of 
Departments of Mathematics, Science, 
Management Studies and Liberal Studies. 
The site of the College, it would be 
hoped, would be in Central London, and 
halls of residence are envisaged. As 
regards finance and governance, the local 
education authority would be responsible 


*Published by the Committee from Tavistock 
House South, Tavistock-square, WCI, price 2s. 


for providing the College, and support 
would be sought from industry and other 
sources. 


Points from the Report 


The Study Group was set up at the 
end of 1956 and reviewed current 
developments in technological education. 
The accelerating pace of economic and 
social change in the world as a whole 
has already compelled British industry to 
quicken its technological development 
and improve its efficiency. It is clear that, 
as other industries advance, the building 
industry's manpower and other problems 
will not diminish, and that only by 
attracting its share of the more able 
recruits and bringing them to the highest 
pitch of productive efficiency will the 
industry fulfil its obligations to the rest 
of industry and to the nation as a whole. 
‘The key to this advance lies in the 
adoption of modern methods of train- 
ing and of entirely new concepts of 
building education... Training policies 
must look beyond sectional interests and 
divisions... Bold and imaginative plan- 
ning must be promoted on collective 

lines to secure the greatest 





AN AMERICAN MONORAIL. 


Increasing 
congestion has drawn attention to the possibilities of the 
monorail as a means of speedy communication in cities, 
and it has been suggested that the system could be used 


mutual benefit to archi- 
tects, builders, civil and 
structural engineers, sur- 
veyors and all those 
concerned in the construc- 
tional industry and allied 
professions as well as to 
the community which 
they exist to serve,’ states 
the report. 


The proposal to estab- 
lish a new college of 
advanced building  tech- 
nology is a major contri- 
bution towards this new 
concept. The immense 
scope of management and 
the organisation of con- 
struction, embracing 
architecture, structural 
engineering, building and 
quantity surveying justi- 
fies and, in fact, demands 
a new type of college. A 
college of this type, estab- 
lished to serve the particu- 
lar needs of building, 
would be well placed on 
its research side to develop 
projects sponsored’ by 
industry and so, ulti- 
mately, would bring to 
building research a con- 
tribution from industry to 
match the contribution so 
long maintained from 
public funds. 


traffic 


to form a link with London Airport and Central London. 


Our photograph shows the suspended coach of the new 
Houston Skyway Monorail underneath its single over- 
The illustration is reproduced by courtesy 
of * Rubber Developments” published by the Natural 
Rubber Development Board, who were assisted in 
an article on the subject by International 
and ‘ Modern 


head rail. 


preparing 
Monorail Ltd., Jervis and Partners 
Transport ’ 


The present needs of 
the building industry 
(continues the report) as 
well as the present circum- 
stances in regard to 
building education com- 
bine to make it advisable 
to start with the under- 
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graduate school, and it is for this reason 
that the proposal to establish a new 
college in Central London is to be wel. 
comed. Although the college would come 
into being initially as a teaching estab. 
lishment, research activities should 
develop quickly so that teaching activities 
should, from the outset, benefit from 
close association with research. 

The college would consist of a number 
of schools each concerned with one of 
the main interests associated with build. 
ing. These would include: architecture: 
building administration and technology: 
surveying; structural engineering; and 
town planning. Each school would have 
certain interests in common which would 
require co-ordination. This might be 
done by setting up separate departments 
or by appointing senior members of staff 
in the various subjects and providing the 
necessary assistant staff to work under 
their direction. The subjects include: 
Liberal studies, management studies, 
mathematics and science. 


Schools and Departments 


SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE: — The 
position occupied by the architect in the 
management and organisation of build. 
ing work emphasises the need for a fully 
recognised School of Architecture of the 
highest possible standing in a college such 
as now proposed. The danger of narrow- 
ness in technological studies is generally 
recognised ... but building is much more 
than a technology and no studies related 
to building as a whole could ever be 
narrow in the educational sense. * Recent 
discussions between architects and those 
responsible in other ways for the design 
and construction of buildings have shown 
that the architectural profession js 
becoming alive to the need for a te. 
assessment of the complex responsibility 
of the architect as leader of the building 
team. It is equally important that archi- 
tects should appreciate the managerial 
and technical problems which confront 
builders, surveyors and engineers and 
that the latter should have an understand- 
ing of architecture, in its broadest sense, 
the report adds. 

SCHOOL OF BUILDING TECHNOLOGY AND 
ADMINISTRATION: This in the _ first 
instance is envisaged as serving the con- 
tracting side of the industry. The demand 
for potential administrators justifies the 
belief that ample support would be forth- 
coming for courses of study at the level 
of a Diploma in Technology, and that 
the College could offer also a separate 
course leading to the Higher National 
Diploma in Building. ‘Current opinion 
seems inclined to favour the sandwich 
arrangement for these courses but, in 
addition, the college would provide 
advanced part-time courses to the level 
of a professional qualification.’ 

The report continues: ‘The need has 
long been felt in the building industry 
for a professional qualification combit- 
ing a high level of technical knowledge 
with industrial experience and_ having 
the same prestige and conferring similat 
status as does Associate Membership of 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineets 
or of Electrical Engineers . . . The Inst- 
tute of Builders has the tradition and 
the position to serve the industry in this 
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way - Increased influx to corporate 
membership of the Institute through 
courses of the type envisaged at the pro- 
posed college would do much to extend 


the recognition of the prestige and status 
of its qualifications.” 


The University Graduate 


A valuable source of recruiiment exists 
among university graduates whose studies 
have had little, if any, reference to the 
technical aspects of building. — Special 
full-time courses of possibly one or two 
years’ duration would offer a rapid treat- 
ment of technical subjects by taking ad- 
vantage of the special aptitudes for study 
which suitable men of this type may be 
expected to possess. -_ 

One further important function of this 
School would be as a main channel of 
communication between the proposed 
college and the main bedy of building 
education undertaken in other colleges. 

SCHOOL OF SURVEYING: This would 
provide full-time, part-time and possibly 
‘sandwich * courses in quantity surveying, 
building surveying and in valuation. * The 
RICS are specially interested in encourag- 
ing graduates to enter the profession and 
since the standard of the Diploma courses 
contemplated will be equivalent to that 
of an honours degree, it is expected that 
these proposals will have the Institution’s 
keen support.’ 

SCHOOL OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING: 
The School will concern itself with all 
those aspects of civil engineering which 
relate to building. It is expected that 
the courses provided will include a full- 
time or sandwich course leading to the 
award of Diploma in Technology; it may 
be found that a demand exists also for a 
parallel course at a slightly lower level 
corresponding to the HND in building. 

SCHOOL OF TOWN PLANNING: The 
special opportunities offered for the 
study of town planning might warrant the 
establishment of a school recognised by 
the Town Planning Institute. The 
School’s affinities, inter alia, with archi- 
tecture and with surveying, and _ its 
existence as an integral part of the college, 
would contribute a further valuable 
broadening element to the studies in all 
the schools. 

DEPARTMENTS Ol MATHEMATICS, 
SCIENCE, LIBERAL STUDIES AND MANAGE- 
MENT STUDIES: The activities of these 
schools are not envisaged as_ being 
restricted to work at the undergraduate 
level; they would have valuable contri- 
butions to make to post-graduate studies 
and to research. 

STAFF, ACCOMMODATION, Site: A study 
of the courses indicates a full-time teach- 
ing staff of between 50 and 60. A fully 
equipped college will also require halls 
of residence to make it possible for all 
full-time and sandwich students to enjoy, 
during the equivalent of one academic 
year, the advantages of a fully corporate 
life. The college should be within the 
adminstrative county of London. It is 
proposed that the college shall be pro- 
vided by the London County Council. 

The report is signed by Messrs. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish (chairman), E.  L. 
Jones, G. Banks, Gerald Hill, N. Howdill. 
A. H. Killick, D. A. G. Reid, J. W. Rice. 
J. S. Walkden and J. R. Newman Booth. 


- , 
News of the Week 
Southern Builders 

\s part of the half-yearly meeting of 
“the National Federation, held in 
Bournemouth last week, the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers gave a reception, banquet and 
ball in the Pavilion on July 3. That the 
affair was such a great success notwith- 
standing the heat was due to the friendli- 
ness of the reception by the Southern 
President, Mr. Peter Lovell (as skilful as 
a speaker as he is with a cricket bat), 
and Mrs. Lovell, who were well sup- 
ported by the National President and Mrs. 
Walden and by Mr. H. A. Shears, the 
Bournemouth Association’s chairman, 
and Mrs. Shears. The golf trophy (big 
enough to make an indoor swimming 
pool) was presented to Mr. S. Paddick 
and the scratch prize to Mr. Jack Wynn, 
after which presentations were made to 
Mr. and Mrs. Walden and to the senior 
Vice-President of the Southern, Mr. C. G. 
Drewitt. and Mrs. Drewitt. Speeches 
were short and witty, the Southern Presi- 
dent, Mr. J. Ian Robertson, and Mrs. 
Peter Lovell combining felicitously in the 
toast of the Guests, in which Mrs. Lovell 
had the last word, and a very good last 
word too. A happy. informal evening 
owing much to splendid staff work behind 
scenes, which did not end after dancing 
and cabaret until the small hours. 


Planning Forum Tours 


CONTINUING their policy of holding 
meetings out-of-doors during the summer 
the Planning Forum will be visiting 
Southwark on July 15. This tour has been 
arranged in conjunction with the London 
Appreciation Society and will be con- 
ducted by Miss M. M. Usher. London 
Bridge, Guy's Hospital, Southwark 
Cathedral, Bankside, Shakespeare 
Memorial and many other historic sites 
will be visited, 


THE FIRST TEMPLE in 
Great Britain to 
Mormons 


serve 
is now being 
erected at 
Farm, 


Newchapel 
Lingfield. 
Portland stone 
roofed in copper, 
there is a tower and spire 
which 160 ft. 
above ground. There are 
four floors totalling 34,000 
sq. ft. Designed by 
Edward O. Anderson, 
of Salt Lake City, the 
supervising architects are 
T. P. Bennett & Son, and 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., 
builders 


near 
Faced in 
and 


reaches 


are 


On July 20 another tour for members 
and their friends is arranged to London 
Airport and Bracknell, Berkshire. The 
Airport Public Relations Officer, Mr. 
M. G. Housego, will conduct the party 
round on an eight-mile tour of the air- 
field and terminal buildings, followed by 
lunch at the Royal Ascot, as guests of 
the Bracknell Development Corporation. 
The chairman, Sir Lancelot Keay, the 
general manager, Mr. J. V. Rowley and 
the chief architect, Mr. Ferriby, will show 
the party round the new town on a tour 
which will include the industrial estate, 
town centre and neighbourhood areas. 

Details can be had from the Planning 
Forum Secretary, Town and Country 
Planning Association, 28, King-street, 
WC?. 

New ARCUK Registrar 

THE Architects Registration Council 
have appointed Mr. David Benton, BA, 
LLB, as their Registrar in succession to 
the late Mr. Pembroke Wicks. He will 
take up his appointment on August I. 
Mr. Benton, who is 49, has been an 
assistant secretary on the headquarters 
staff of the RIBA since 1946. 


Birmingham Appointment 


Mr. J. G. Watson, MCD, BArch, 
ARIBA, AMTPI, has been appointed 
Principal Architect (general architectural 
section), in the City Architect’s Depart- 
ment, Birmingham, as successor to Mr. 
R. G. Morgan, MC, FRIBA, who is 
shortly retiring after completing 30 years’ 
service in local government. Mr. 
Watson moves to Birmingham from the 
Basildon Development Corporation. 


RSA Chairman of Council 


Sir ALFRED Bossom, Br., FRIBA, MP, 
has been elected chairman of council of 
the Royal Society of Arts. Sir Alfred 
has been a Fellow of the Society since 
1928, and has served on its Council 
almost continuously from 1929, 
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RIBA Secretarial Appointment 

THE RIBA recently appointed a Secre- 
tary for Professional Relations to con- 
duct research, with the help of any 
necessary staff, into a wide range of 
matters affecting the future of the pro- 
fession. There is a strong economic or 
statistical content in several of these 
issues and the Royal Institute accordingly 
decided to appoint an Assistant Secretary 
with appropriate qualifications to work 
under the general guidance of the Secre- 
tary for Professional Relations. Miss 
J. M. N. Milne, MA (Cantab), at present 
with the Board of Trade, was recently 
appointed to this post. Miss Milne is a 
Fellow of the Institute of Incorporated 
Statisticians, and from 1941 to 1948 
worked on economic research and 
intelligence at the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare and at the Foreign Office. During 
1953-54 she was Joint Secretary of a 


Committee on Censuses of Production 
and Distribution. 
The Brick Module 

THE Brick Development Association 


announced on Tuesday that they consider 
that to adopt a 4 in. module for the 
standard building brick as an interim 
measure would not be in the best inter- 
ests of the building industry, and that a 
national module based on 44 in. would 
be preferable. °*The industry is aware 
that some redesign of the family of brick 
sizes could be advantageous, especially 
for facing work.’ 

The statement added that the impact 
of the adoption of any particular module 
in building costs needed to be the subject 
of research before any final step was 
taken by the British Standards Institu- 
tion. The industry was desirous of co- 
operating to the full in any such investi- 
gation, which it considers should be 
primarily conducted by the Building 
Research Station. 

Sydney Opera House 

Mr. CAHILL, New South Wales 
Premier, announced on July 3 that con- 
struction of the Sydney National Opera 
House is to start soon. 


St. James’s Theatre 


A CONTRACT for the demolition of St. 
James’s Theatre, King-street, SW, has 
been placed with Kyle, Stewart (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., of NW6, who will also carry 
out construction of the new block of 
offices, etc., proposed on the site to plans 
by Mr. R. Seifert, FRIBA. 


Cyprus Post Open 

CyPRUS GOVERNMENT invite applica- 
tions by August 9 for the post of Head of 
the Building Department, Nicosia Tech- 
nical Institute. Salary scale £1,705 to 
£2,135 inclusive. Details advertised in 
this issue. 
Professional Announcements 


The partnership known as GEorGE Fair- 
WEATHER & PARTNERS has been dissolved by 
mutual consent. Mr. GEORGE FAIRWEATHER (F) 
will continue to practise from 28/30, Wigmore- 
st.. WI (Welbeck 5489/0). Messrs. Eric RHEIN- 
BERG (A) and GEoFFREY L. CANNON (A) have 
taken into partnership Davip MorcGan (A) 


forming the partnership of CANNON, MorGAN & 
RHEINBERG, who will practise from 38a, Beacons- 
ficld-rd., St. Albans (St. Albans 57596). 





COMING EVENTS 
SUNDAY, JULY 14 


BBC.—Third Programme. ‘* Prospect’ talk, 
‘The Case for a Theory of Modern Architec- 
ture.’ By Mr. J. Summerson, ARIBA. 


MONDAY, JULY 15 
PLANNING ForuM.—Visit to Southwark. 
Assembly at Nancy’s Steps, Southwark side of 
London Bridge. 6.15 p.m. 
TUESDAY, JULY 16 
POLYTECHNIC.—Department — of 
Presen- 


NORTHERN 
Architecture, Surveying and Building. 
tation of diplomas by Mr. K. Cross, MA. 
7 p.m. Exhibition of work, July 17, 5 p.m.- 
8 p.m.; July 18, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holloway, N7. 
_RICS. First annual conference and exhibi- 
tion. University of Nottingham. Continuing 
until July 20. 

SATURDAY, JULY 20 
IAAS (Lonpon & Home Counties BRANCH). 


—River cruise, comprising dinner-dance. Em- 
bark Richmond, 7 p.m. 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL Society.—Visit to South- 


West Surrey churches in the Godalming area. 
Assembly at Grosvenor Crescent, Hyde Park 


Corner. 9.30 a.m. 
PLANNING FoRUM.—Visit to London Airport 
and Bracknell, Berks. Assembly at Windsor 


Riverside Station. 10 a.m. 


Mr. SAMUEL Morrison, ARIBA, MSIA, TD 
(Morrison and Partners), has commenced part- 
nership with J. B. JEFFERSON, Dip.Arch. (Sheff), 
ARIBA, and C. A. E. Davy, Dip.Arch. (Sheff), 
ARIBA, under the name of Morrison Part- 
NERS & JEFFERSON. Their address is 15, North- 
umberland-rd., Shefficld, 10. Tel.: Sheffield 
65207. This practice will be conducted in asso- 
ciation with Morrison and Partners’ present 
offices at 103, Belper-rd., Derby, and 30b, 
Wimpole-st., W.1. 

Mr. ALAN THOMPSON, ARIBA, has begun 
practice at Queens Chambers, 6-7, Victoria- 
parade, Torquay (telephone 7766), where he will 
be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 

Mr. C. G. P. James, ARICS, chartered 
quantity surveyor, has now commenced to prac- 
tise on his own account at 113, Cathedral-rd., 
Cardiff. 

Messrs. J. F. ASHFORD & PARTNERS, Quan- 
uty Surveyors, announce that their Ipswich 
office address is now 32, Princes-street, Ipswich. 
Tel.: Ipswich 51799, Current trade catalogues 
would be appreciated. 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, July 11, 1857 


OPPOSITION TO SANITARY PROGRESS 
THE ProposeED New Parks. — At no 
period of the history of this metropolis 
has the necessity of all classes and districts 
working earnestly together for the 
general good been more clearly evident 
than at the present moment, and yet, 
unfortunately, there are large numbers in 
this metropolis who think that they can 
safely live for themselves alone. West- 
minster, so well provided with spacious 
parks, made and kept up at public 
expense, grumbles to afford a similar 
means of health to the rapidly increasing 
populations of Finsbury and Bermondsey. 
Other neighbourhoods are _— similarly 
opposed, and what is more curious still, 
it is said that the Corporation of London 
will strongly oppose the levying of even 
a small rate for the establishment of new 
parks. 

It is our duty to remind some of our 
readers that to a considerable extent the 
health of every individual in London 
depends upon the proper condition of the 
whole. By purifying the large neighbour- 
hoods of the poor, we at the same time 
purify the halls and palaces of the 
wealthy.—From an Article. 
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RIBA 
Notes from Council Minutes 


NOLLOWING are notes from the minute 
of the RIBA Council meeting held 9) 
June 18: 


Appointment of RIBA 
Representatives 


(a) Ministry of Works National Consultatiye 
Council of the Building and Civil Engineering 
Industries: Michael Waterhouse (F) and E, 
Jefferiss Mathews (F) nominated for reappoint. 
ment by the Minister of Works. The term o 
office will in future be three years instead of one 
year. 


(b) Council for the Preservation of Rural Eng. 
land: Peter F, Shepheard (A), to fill the vacane, 
caused by the death of Sir Patrick Abercrombie. 


(c) RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: Jun 
to consider the Award in the area of the Feder. 
tion of Malaya Society of Architects: G, §. 
Magnay (A), President, Institute of Architeci 
of Malaya. 


(d) Professional Classes Aid Council: Digby 
L. Solomon (F) to fill the vacancy caused bj 
the resignation of Michael Tapper (F). ‘ 


(e) Court of the University of Sheffield: J, 
Lewis Womersley (F) in place of S. Elden 
Minns (L). 


(f) National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council: A. W. Kenyon (F), reappointed. The 
other two representatives are Clifford Culpin 
(F) and Miss J. G. Ledeboer (F). 


(g) National Clean Air (Smoke Abatement) 
Society: Annual Conference, Hastings, October 
2-4, 1957: R. Duncan Scott (F). 


(h) Institute of Materials Handling: Co- 
ordinating Committee to consider the Dissemi- 
nation of Knowledge of Materials in relation 
Techniques: E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (FP). 


(j) Southend-on-Sea Borough Advisory Com- 
mittee for Architecture, Surveying and Building: 
A. S. Belcham (F) reappointed. 


(k) Codes of Practice Committees and BSI 
Committees: () BSI Technical Committe 
CEB/13: Mortar Plasticisers: F. H. Heaven 
(A); Gi) BSI Drafting Committee on Proposed 
Code of Practice on Precautions against Fire: 
Eric -L. Bird CA). 


RIBA_ Architecture Bronze Medal: Wesi 
Yorkshire Society of Architects: Formal 
approval was given to the award made by the 
West Yorkshire Society of Architects of the 
RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal in the area 
of the Society for the five-year period ending 
December 31, 1956, in favour of Farnley Hey, 
Farnley, near Huddersfield, designed by Mr. 
C. P. Womersley (A). 


Exhibition of Danish Architecture: On the 
recommendation of the Public Relations Com: 
mittee, approval was given to the acceptance 
of an offer made by the Federation of Danish 
Architects for the RIBA_to_ present an exhibi- 
tion of Contemporary Danish Architecture in 
1958. 


Training in the Building Industry: Report 0} 
the RIBA Representatives on the Junior Liaison 
Committee: Approval was given to a recom 
mendation made by the RIBA representatives on 
the Junior Liaison Committee that a debale 
should be held at the RIBA on Wednesday, 
October 23. The motion to be debated is * That 
the combination of professional and contracting 
services in the same organisation is not in the 
best interests of the building owner.’ The debate 
will be held under the auspices of the Junior 
Liaison Committee of the RIBA, RICS and 
Institute of Builders, and will be open to 
students and junior members of — the _ three 
bodies. In the case of the RIBA, Fellows will 
not be eligible to attend. 


Intermediate Examination 


The RIBA Intermediate Examination was 
held in London and other centres from May 
10-16. Of the 420 candidates examined, 14 
passed and 271 were relegated. 
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| ENCOURAGING GOOD 
ARCHITECTURE 
Civic Trust Set Up 


Me DUNCAN SANDYS announced on 
2 july 4 that substantial funds have 
been subscribed by industry to encourage 
good architecture and civic planning. The 
funds will be administered by a Trust to be 
known as ‘ The Civic Trust,’ an entirely un- 
official body, initiated by Mr. Sandys in his 
private capacity. 

The idea arose out of a speech he made 
to the Royal Institute of British Architects 
two years ago, in which he said: ‘ We live 
jna democratic age, in which big things can 
be achieved only with the support of the 
public. The second half of the twentieth 
century will not be a period of architectural 
distinction, unless the country as a whole 
interests itself actively in it. People must 
show that they really care about the beauty 
and dignity of their home town and that 
they take pride and pleasure in it. Above 
all, they must make it clear that they will 
not tolerate avoidable ugliness. I appeal to 
all who have a part in shaping opinion to 
give a positive lead. Let them use their in- 
fluence to awaken the civic sense in every 
sphere. Let all combine to uphold and 
create beauty and declare war on ugliness.’ 

In particular, Mr. Sandys urged industry 
to assume its full share of responsibility for 
encouraging good architecture. In view of 
the interest shown in the idea by indus- 
trialists, it was decided to form a trust to 
rise funds for this purpose. So far only a 
small number of leading companies have 
been approached. But an income of about 
£40,000 a year has already been assured to 
the Trust on the basis of seven-year cove- 
nants; and further substantial subscriptions 
are expected. 


General Appearance 

A variety of means will be sought to 
stimulate a keener interest in the general 
appearance of towns, villages and country- 
side, including the avoidance of unsightly 
development. Among its activities the 
Trust proposes: (a) to commission expert 
reports on architectural and town planning 
questions and convene meetings to discuss 
them; (b) to arrange conferences in selected 
towns to discuss the planning problems and 
potentialities of the locality; (c) to stimulate 
public interest by the provision of films 
suitable for showing at meetings of 
interested bodies and in schools; (d) to co- 
operate in the preparation of material for 
television programmes; (e) to organise 
travelling exhibitions; and (f) to contribute 
towards the cost of appropriate activities of 
existing societies. 

The Board of Trustees will not seek to 
act as arbiters either on questions of archi- 
tectural taste or on technical matters. The 
Trust will look for expert advice to the pro- 
fessional bodies mainly concerned with 
civic design. The Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors, the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, the Institution of Municipal 
Engineers, the Society of Town Clerks and 
the Town Planning Institute have agreed to 
form a joint committee, whom the Trust can 
consult on such matters. Each of the above 
societies has nominated its President and 
three other members to represent it on this 
Technical Advisory Committee. 





A close relationship is also being estab- 
lished with existing amenity societies, both 
national and local; and in carrying out its 
activities the Trust will avoid duplicating 
work which they are already effectively 
doing. 

The Trust is convening a small inaugural 
conference at Lambeth Palace on July 20, 
for the purpose of explaining its objectives 
and discussing future activities. The 
trustees are: Mr. Duncan Sandys, MP 
(President); The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Sir Herbert Manzoni, (Vice-President, 
Institution of Civil Engineers; P/P, Institu- 
tion of Municipal Engineers); Mr. Herbert 
Morrison, MP; Sir George Nelson, (Chair- 
man, English Electric Company); Lord 
Justice Pearce; Sir Howard Robertson, 
(Past President, RIBA; Member, Royal Fine 
Art Commission); Sir Edward Spears, 
(Chairman, Institute of Directors); Mr. 
C. M. Vignoles, (Managing Director, Shell- 
Mex BP Company). 


TOWN PLANNING 
INSTITUTE 
President Reviews Year's 
Activities 


MR. MAURICE J. MHELLIER, 
“~~ AMIMunE, reported at the annual 
general meeting of the Town Planning 
Institute held on June 27 at the Living- 
stone Hall, Broadway, SWI, that the 
Committee for Competitions and Pro- 
fessional Practice had completed the 
preparation of the brochure entitled ‘ The 
British Planner Abroad’ and copies had 
been supplied to the Government Depart- 
ments interested who had circulated 
them to many places overseas. It was 
hoped that this would result in stimulat- 
ing overseas authorities to engage British 
planners in the preparation of schemes 
abroad. 


Mr. Hellier said that the Research 
Committee and its sub-committees were 
dealing with a number of problems, and 
the Group on ‘Private Houses and 
Private Estates’ had recently completed 
its first draft report. The sub-committee 
dealing with the work of the committee 
was giving active attention to the inten- 
tion that the Institute should be a clearing 
house for research. 


The pursuit of a policy to maintain 
and enhance the independence and 
prestige of the Institute had been particu- 
larly exemplified in the decision that the 
Articles of Association should be amen- 
ded so that the composition of the 
Council would no longer have a form in 
any way dictated by its members’ affilia- 
tion to any other professional Institu- 
tions. 


This, together with the new examina- 
tion syllabus which had now been in 
operation for two years and the decision 
to discontinue exemption from the Inter- 
mediate Examination on the grounds of 
age only, Mr. Hellier emphasised, pointed 
to a steady achievement of those charac- 
teristics which the Schuster Report 
stressed as of importance to enable the 
Institute to fulfil the role which the 
growing recognition of the new profes- 
sion it represented imposed upon it. 
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In that close association and under- 
standing with the other professional 
Institutes which had been the practice in 
the past and which it was hoped would 
continue undisturbed, the Town Planning 
Institute had jointly sought clarification 
of the views expressed in an interim 
report of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects on the operation of aesthetic 
controls under the Town and Country 
Planning Acts. 


While in complete sympathy with the 
broad objective of raising the standards 
by which these matters should be 
judged, the means which the report pro- 
posed and the causes of failure alleged 
could not be accepted. This matter was 
still engaging the Institute’s attention and 
further joint discussions were intended. 


During the year a Memorandum of 
Evidence had been submitted to the 
Royal Commission on Common Land 
and Mr. T. V. S. Durrant attended to 
give oral evidence in support of the 
Memorandum. The Institute had been 
invited to give oral evidence before the 
Committee on Rights of Light appointed 
by the Lord Chancellor to advise him on 
amendments to the law relating to rights 
of light in its effect on war-damaged 
sites. 


New Members Elected 


The report also revealed that 304 new 
members had been elected to the Insti- 
tute during the year. Of these, two were 
honorary members, one honorary corres- 
ponding member, one honorary asso- 
ciate, one legal member, 145 associate 
members, nine legal associate members, 
and 145 students. The question of the 
period of practical experience required 
by candidates for admission to associate 
membership was at present receiving the 
attention of the Membership Committee. 

During the evening the president 
presented the Institute’s annual prizes to 
the following: Silver Medal and Certifi- 
cate for Schools of Planning, 1956: 
Robert D. P. Smith (Town Planning 
Assistant to Northampton County 
Borough Council), for the best thesis 
submitted as part of the Degree or 
Diploma Examination conducted by a 
Recognised School— Town Develop- 
ment in Eastern England.’ 

The George and Amy Pepler Prize, 
1957: Raymond C. Bunker (Planning 
Assistant to Swindon Borough Council), 
for the best paper in Town Planning 
Practice in Part II of the final examina- 
tion. 

The Joint Board Prize: Raymond C. 
Bunker for the best set of Papers for the 
1957 Part II final examination. 

President's Prize, 1957: Norman Pear- 
son (Hamilton, Ontario, Canada), for his 
essay entitled ‘Notes on the Develop- 
ment of Shopping Centres in Canada.’ 
He was unable to be present. 

A formal vote of thanks to the presi- 
dent and officers of the Institute for their 
work during the year was proposed by 
Mr. K. O. Mate, FRICS, AMIMunE 
(County Planning Officer, Chester). 

As mentioned in our July 5 issue, Mr. 
B. J. Collins has been elected president 
of the TPI for 1957-58 and will take up 
office in November next. 
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PARIS BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


From Our Correspondent 


HE Salon International des Travaux 
Publics et du Batiment opened last 
week for the third year in succession. In 
1956 the exhibition was larger than in 1955, 
and this year it is half as big again, so 
it looks as though it has come to stay. Most 
of the large French manufacturers are there, 
St. Gobain, Freitag, Roclaine, Aluminium 
Francais, Formica (through its French Asso- 
ciate), Peugeot, Ciments Francais and many 
others, and most of them have larger and 
more elaborate stands than last year. 

The exhibiton is not as large or as 
interesting as our own exhibition at Olympia, 
though it is difficult to compare it for size, 
as the stands are in the open air, spread 
among the trees over several acres of the 
Park at St. Cloud. The park is as pleasant 
a place as may be found for an exhibition, 
if the weather is good, and the weather was 
not only good, but positively sizzling. 

The exhibition contains a fairly large plant 
section, with the Powell Duffryn French 
company showing Jones cranes, Bristol bull- 
dozers and other British plant. There is a 
number of model houses from France, 
Switzerland, Finland and other countnes, 
and there is an experimental house which 
consists of one very large room which by 
means of sound-absorbent panels and air- 
conditioning plant enables one half of the 
room to be silent and cool, while in the 
other the wireless is blaring away and the 
room is hot and stuffy. 

As over here, most of the new products 
are in the field of plastics, or are somehow 
related to the chemist’s laboratory. One 
of the most interesting new products is a 
‘ poly-iso-butylane ’ sheet bonded with glass 
fibres, which is used for roof coverings. It 
is made in a number of different colours, 
among them silver, black, blue, brick red 
and copper. It is sold in rolls, is quite 
pliable and is laid like sheet copper or lead, 
with a rolled joint sealed with adhesive. A 
similar material can be used for tanking 
basements and is being used on this stand 
for lining an ornamental fish pond. 

Another material with great possibilities 
for lighting and decorative panels is made 
of two sheets of translucent plastic sealed 
together with some decorative material 
interleaved. Among the samples shown were 
panels with interleaved gold threads, sisal 
fibres and natural leaves. The material is 
Stiff but pliable, and has the appearance of 
frosted glass. 

St. Gobain are showing a new type of 
glass-fibre which does not irritate the user’s 
hands. On another stand were shown wash- 
basins, baths, w.c.s and bidets in resin- 
bonded glass-fibre in grey. They have the 
finish and appearance of top quality ceramic 
products, and are a third of the weight. 

Of particular interest to British visitors 
is the bookstall of British building publica- 
tions organised by the Building Centre, and 
at which The Builder was on sale. The 
bookstall has been visited by Mr. Harmar 
Nicholls, MP, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Works, who congratulated 
those responsible on organising the stall 
which is the Building Centre’s first overseas 
venture. 





Mr. Harmar Nicholls, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Works, visited the 
building exhibition at St. Cloud, Paris. In 
the centre is M. René Serre, director- 
general of the exhibition, and on the right 
Mr. Robert Nott, who organised for the 
Building Centre a display of British technical 
journals which included ‘The Builder’ 


While you're there, St. Cloud is half-way 
to Versailles. Go and see ‘Son et Lumiere.’ 
It is a spectacle that deserves all the super- 
latives that film trailers habitually bestow 
on next week’s attraction at the local cinema. 


LAW REPORT 


Tax Appeals Dismissed 


CHANCERY DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE HARMAN 
J. Hobson and Sons, Ltd., v. General 
Income Tax Commissioners 


'HREE appeals by James Hobson and 

Sons, Ltd., builders, of Newark-street, 
Nottingham, against decisions of the General 
Income Tax Commissioners confirming 
assessments for income tax,. excess profits 
tax and profits tax in respect of profits 
arising from the sale of houses built and 
owned by the company, were dismissed, 
with costs, by Mr. JusTicE HARMAN, in the 
Chancery Division, on July 3. 


The company contended that the houses 
sold had been built for letting and retained 
for years as investments; the Crown’s con- 
tention was that the houses were part of 
the company’s stock in trade. 


Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Harman 
said that since 1927 the company, which 
started life in 1919 as timber merchants, had 
built 7,000 houses and some _ schools, 
principally contract work for Nottingham 
Corporation. In 1929 the company found 
there was no market for the quick sale of 
houses, so they built a certain number for 
letting, some of which they still retained. 


After the war the company adopted the 
policy of selling the houses of which vacant 
possession could be obtained. In this way 
some of the houses, which had been built 
to let, had been sold considerably above 
book value. When the company was 
assessed on the profits they appealed to the 
General Commissioners on the ground that 
these particular houses had been built as 
an investment. 
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His lordship said he thought the houses 
built to let were no less a part of the com. 
pany’s trading activities than were thoge 
built for sale. They were no less the com. 
pany’s stock in trade than those for sale. He 
could not see that the commissioners could 
have come to any other view. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


Stafjordshire’s £2m. Programme 


AJOR school building projects, estj- 
mated to cost nearly £2,000,000 ang 
including new grammar schools at Bilston, 
Coseley and Rowley Regis, have been 
approved by the Minister of Education for 
inclusion in Staffordshire Education Com- 
mittee’s 1958-59 building programme. This 
was reported at a meeting of the committee 
held at Stafford on June 29, 


Largest project in the programme is a 
four-form instalment of a five-form gram- 
mar-technical school at Coseley, estimated 
at £243,700 and providing 816 places. At 
Rowley Regis, a three-form entry grammar 
school providing 612 places, at a cost of 
£181,225, is proposed. At Bilston a new 
two-form entry grammar school, estimated 
at £118,483, will provide 408 places. 

Other projects which the Minister has 
stated will be held in reserve are one-form 
entry junior instalments of infants and 
junior schools at Wednesbury (Hateley 





Heath) and Doxey, Stafford, each costing: | 


£32,186. The costs of the projects are 
based on the assumption that the Minister 
will approve proposals for providing school 
meals. Also in the main programme is an 
instalment of a three-form entry Roman 
Catholic secondary modern school at 
Willenhall, costing £108,785. 

The further education sub-committee will 
report that the Minister has included in the 
1959-60 programme the second instalment 
of the Bilston College of Further Education, 
costing £113,600, and the completion, esti- 
mated at £40,000, of The Cannock Chase 
Mining and Technical College. The same 
committee also recommended the purchase 
from the English Electric Co., Stafford, ofa 
site on the Beacon-side-Weston Road area 
at Stafford, for the proposed college of 
technology. 

The Minister has agreed in principle to the 
purchase of the site. It is also reported 
that starting dates have been given for 
major projects, including Wednesfield Ash- 
more Park county primary school, costing 
£49,881, and Red House-lane, Aldridge, 
county primary school, estimated at £44,716. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for May 

THE HousiInG SuMmMary presented to Pat- 
liament as a White Paper* jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during May was 
27,726 compared with 25,845 in May, 1956. 

In the first five months of 1957 127,154 
permanent houses were completed com- 
pared with 116,640 in the same period of 
1956. The total number of houses and flats 
completed since the war in Great Britain 
up to May 31 this year was 2,668,029. 


*Cmd. 204. 
1957. HMSO, price 3d. 





Housing Summary, May 31, 
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EVERYDAY THINGS 
VI.—Criticism 
By A RTHUR W. KENYON, 
CBE, FRIBA 


*([PHERE is so much good in the worst 
of us...’ I need not finish the 
quotation; we all know it. 

We do not mind criticism given in the 
proper way: it is the most helpful thing 
a person can have. I remember when, 
as a young man, I was on an exhibition 
selection committee, we younger mem- 
bers would say ‘Isn’t it awful!’ ‘Isn’t 
it a so-and-so!’; and there was one 
senior and more generous spirit I shall 
always remember—I wish I could men- 
tion names, but I mustn’t—who always 
looked for some excuse for praise, no 
matter how small. He could discern that 
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the architect had perhaps had difficulties 
to overcome, or a peculiar problem to 
solve, and although he might admit that 
the design was not good, he never con- 
demned it out of hand without finding 
some merit, however small: but then he 
was a practising architect who appreci- 
ated the everyday problems, and _ his 
criticism to me has always remained 
sound and helpful. I thought of him 
when listening to two of our well-known 
art critics on the radio the other night. 
When one was asked what he thought of 
a certain building about to be erected, he 
said ‘It stinks.’ 

It seems a pity that we usually have to 

wait until a job is finished before we get 
a criticism on it. Even when criticisms 
are given on sketch schemes they are 
seldom constructive, as the facts are prob- 
ably not known to the critic. 
_ We all have to apply criticism on our 
jobs, and there again, we often wait until 
something is completed and then say it 
is wrong or won't do, where perhaps a 
little thought on our part could have kept 
it on the right lines. 

Builders criticise architects without 
knowing their problems, and architects 
certainly criticise builders, perhaps for the 
same reason. I can’t, however, ever 
Tfemember having been told that it has 
been a pleasure to work from my draw- 
ings: it probably never has_ been, 
although I have sometimes thought they 
have been reasonably efficient. 

Of course, the whole problem is, I sup- 
pose, that we are all still children and 
like a little praise. I am sure most men 
carry on their work on a job without any 


praise to take home with them at the end 
of the day. 

‘There is so much good in the worst 
of us....’ Let us remember! 


(To be continued) 
BUILDERS’ PLANT 


New Machines on Show at 
Manchester 


QIXTY manufacturers and distributors 

of building plant and equipment will 
be taking part in the Ministry of Works’ 
Building Plant exhibition at Heaton 
Moor, Manchester, which will be opened 
by the Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
Hugh Molson, MP, on July 15. It will 
remain open until July 20. 

The exhibition is the eleventh in the 
series organised by the Ministry of 
Works since 1950 for the purpose of 
showing the modern machines, equip- 
ment and tools available to the building 
and civil engineering industries, tools 
which can help to increase productivity 
by improving efficiency and reducing 
costs. 

Machines and equipment on view at 
Manchester will range from earth-moving 
machines and excavators designed for the 
large builder and civil engineering contrac- 
tor, to the smaller machines and powered 
tools of special interest to the small con- 
tractor. 

All the exhibits will be seen in action. In 
the main exhibition, which will cover an area 
of 175,000 square feet, electric and 
pneumatic tools, pumps, small machines and 
building equipment will be demonstrated on 
stands. An adjoining space of 75,000 square 
feet will be available for demonstrations by 
diggers, loaders and other heavy machines. 


Tallest Exhibit 


Among new items on show for the time 
will be a lightweight trestle suitable for 
small builders and decorators and a machine 
for making concrete paving blocks. The 
larger excavators and tractor shovels in the 
exhibition can dig two or three cubic yards 
of soil at a time but for the smaller con- 
tractor there are machines which, with the 
attachment of different tools, can dig, level 
and perform a variety of jobs. The tallest 
exhibit will be an electrically-operated tower 
crane which can lift a load of three tons 
to a height of 130 feet. 

Several types of scaffolding will be dis- 
played including some systems using light- 
weight steel frames which can be put up 
easily and quickly. With one system it is 
claimed that a 20 ft. tower can be erected 
in three minutes. 

One manufacturer is showing machines 
which can cut out a defective damp course 
and insert another at a rate of 60 to 80 ft. 
a day. This method, it is claimed, reduces 
costs by about two-thirds, and the work can 
be done without disturbing the tenant of the 
building. 

An automatic builder’s level which can 
give accurate levelling over distances from 
six inches to 150 feet with an accuracy of 
1 in. at 100 ft. is another item in the exhibi- 
tion. Visitors will also see stapling 
machines for fixing hardboard and wall- 
board easily and quickly. 

Each day during the exhibition films on 
the building and civil engineering industries 
will be shown in a cinema on the site. 
Admission to the exhibition will be between 
11 am and 6 pm each day. On July 17, the 
exhibition will be open until 9 pm for the 
benefit of building workers who are unable 
to visit until their working day is over. 
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FIXED PRICE 
CONTRACTS WARNING 


‘ Proper Safeguards’ Needed 
A WARNING against accepting long- 
io term contracts on a firm-price basis 
without the provision of proper safeguards 
was given to members of the Liverpool 
Regional Federation of Building Trades 
Employers by their president, Mr. R. O. 
Lloyd, OBE, at the half-yearly meeting of 
the Federation held at Liverpool on July 9. 

In presenting a review of the previous six 
months, Mr. LLoyp said that although every- 
one, builders no less than building owners, 
would be glad to see a return to firm-price 
tendering, it was the Federation’s view that 
some safeguards should be provided against 
the possibility that prices might be materially 
affected by taxation or other measures 
within the control of the Government. 

On accident prevention, Mr. Lloyd said 
‘It is a matter of great concern that the 
accident rate in the building industry con- 
tinues to rise. Our industry was the subject 
of adverse comment by the Chief Inspector 
of Factories in his Annual Report for 1955, 
in consequence of which the Minister of 
Labour and National Service has appointed 
an Advisory Committee. The Federation 
will, of course, be represented on the com- 
mittee. 

‘Our own Accident Prevention Com- 
mittee has been giving a lot of thought to 
this important question of how to reduce 
the accident rate on jobs and in workshops.’ 

Settling Disputes 

Referring to disputes in the building in- 
dustry, Mr. Lloyd stated that five disputes. 
involving stoppages of work on different sites 
had been dealt with by the Regional Joint 
Disputes Commission during the past half- 
year. Nearly all of them had followed a 
similar pattern—a withdrawal of labour 
having been brought about through the irre- 
sponsible attitude of shop stewards instead of 
using the machinery provided for the avoid- 
ance of disputes. ‘I would strongly suggest 
to all members’ he said, ‘ that they should 
consult the Federation at the very first sign 
of a dispute without waiting until the 
stoppage occurs.’ 

In the recruitment of apprentices in the 
Liverpool Region there had been a further 
decline. ‘I know there may be many 
factors, including the uncertainties brought 
about by the credit squeeze, which tend to 
discourage employers from taking and in- 
denturing apprentices, but unless we are all 
prepared to play our part and accelerate the 
rate of intake of apprentices very consider- 
ably, the labour situation as regards crafts- 
men in a few years’ time will be extremely 
precarious,’ Mr. Lloyd stated. 


NFBTE to Issue Statement 


Tue National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers will shortly be issuing. 
for the guidance of its members and of 
building owners and their professional 
advisers, a statement of the conditions which, 
in the Federation’s opinion, must be fully 
observed by all concerned if the experiment 
of fixed price tendering is to work satisfac- 
torily, the President (Mr. L. A. Walden) 
told Liverpool builders on July 9. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
Hospital Designing 


‘AJOR TUFTON BEAMISH asked the 
Minister of Health what studies he 
had made in the last few years of modern 
hospital design and administration in other 
countries; and if he would study the design, 
operation and administration of the newly- 
completed Salvation Army Booth Memorial 
Hospital in the Borough of Queens, New 
York, since this hospital incorporated many 
new labour-saving ideas which were already 
resulting in an increase in efficiency and in 
comfort for staff and patients alike. 

Mr. WVAUGHAN-MorGAN, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Health, said on 
July 1—Officers of my department have, 
during recent years, studied the design and 
operation of new hospitals in the United 
States, Canada and various countries of 
Western Europe. While they have not 
visited the hospital referred to by Major 
Beamish they have had many opportunities 
of studying labour-saving devices which 
have been adopted in hospitals built abroad 
recently, and this knowledge is applied in 
their examination of hospital building 
schemes in this country. 

Mrs. HARRIET SLATER asked the Minister 
what standard plans there were at his depart- 
ment for the construction of twin operating 
theatres; what was the estimated time for 
construction; and how far regional boards 
and hospital management committees were 
advised on such plans. 

MR. VAUGHAN-MoRGaAN, in a written reply 
on July 1, states—It is not the practice to 
issue standard plans, but it is proposed 
shortly to publish a bulletin on the prin- 
ciples of designing operating theatre suites, 
and the advice of the professional officers 
of the department is always available to 


hospital authorities. The time needed to 
construct a twin-theatre suite varies accord- 
ing to the local circumstances, but planning 
and construction together might be expected 
to occupy, on average, two years. 


University College Hospital 
Dental Department 

DAME IRENE WARD asked the Minister 
whether he was aware that it was more than 
nine years since the project was initiated for 
building a new dental department of 
University College Hospital; and when it 
was intended that the plans approved several 
months ago would be proceeded with. 

Mr. VAUGHAN-MorGAN.—Plans were sub- 
mitted in December last. They have not 
been approved pending consideration of the 
possibility of increasing the number of 
students. The date of building will depend 
on the amount of replanning which might 
be necessary to meet University require- 
ments. 

Construction of Offices 
MPs. spent a long period at question 

time in the Commons on July 2 try- 
ing to extract from the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government some clarification 
of his intentions about the future construc- 
tion of office space in central London. 
Particular emphasis was laid on action to 
prevent theatres in the capital being 
demolished to make way for large blocks of 
offices, in which connection there was a 
demand for a revision of the planning per- 
mission for the redevelopment of the St. 
James’s theatre site. 

Mr. Brooke, however, declined to yield 
to a suggestion that he should revise plan- 
ning consents already given or refuse fur- 
ther applications for developing, point- 
ing out that such action would involve the 
LCC, as planning authority in the payment 
of large sums of compensation. 
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Mrs. LENA JEGER aSked the Minister { 
state in square feet the amount of new offig 
building in central London since the War, 
how much was in process of erection ang 
the amounts for which consents had bea 
given. 

Mr. Brooke said that in the area which 
was surveyed recently by the LCC and th 
City Corporation about 8,300,000 sq. ft, of 
new Office floor space was constructed fy. 
tween 1948 and 1955. At the end of 1955 
there was 9,900,000 sq. ft. under construc. 
tion, most of which had since been cop. 
pleted, and permissions for 17,400,000 sq, ft 
of additional office space were outstanding 
It was not possible to compare the new 
office accommodation for which permission 
had been given with the accommodation 
available in the area before the war, because 
the records were incomplete. 

Mrs. JEGER said that the prospect of ap. 
other 17 million sq. ft. of office space ip 
central London was formidable. Had 
the Minister no powers of review to enable 
him to examine the matter again. IE the 
building continued unchecked there would 
be an impossible state of affairs. Was he 
aware that there were a large number of 
vacancies in office blocks already completed, 
which suggested that there had been over 
building. 

Mr. BROOKE suggested that if there were 
vacancies in office blocks which had been 
completed recently that was the most likel) 
thing to bring office building to an end 


es 





The figures he had given related to a date | 


18 months ago. Mrs. Jeger was asking him 
to interfere further with the LCC but he 
was in close and friendly touch with them 
about this. 

Mr. MITCHISON asked the Minister if he 
thought that because of the almost insuper- 
abe housing difficulties in London he ought 
to reconsider the policy about office accon- 
modation as well as his failure to add an) 
new towns to those already in 
existence. 

Mr. BROOKE said that Mr. 
Sandys had modified _ the 
County of London Develop- 
ment Plan in a way in which 
Mr. Mitchison would appar 
ently approve. He was watch: 
ing this matter carefully and 
wanted to find a solution of 
good will to all concerned. 

Mrs. JeEGER asked the Mini 
ster of Housing whether, in 
view of his department’s last 
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US EMBASSY, GROSVENOR-SQUARE, LONDON.—A model of Eero 
Saarinen’s design for this building, for which a contract for foundations and 
structural frame has been let to Wates, Ltd. Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall are 





supervising architects in Great Britain 


SS 


annual report, he would revise 
planning consents given for 
office building in central Lon 
don and refuse further applica 
tions for development which 


will increase the number of 
people travelling to work i 
this area, 


Mr. BROOKE, 
further question by Mrs. Jeger. 
stated: Great efforts are being 
made, I understand, by the 


ity, to restrict new _ office 
development in central Lo 
don, but it would not be 
reasonable to refuse consent If 
every case; nor would it be 
generally practicable to with 
draw consents already givel, 





in reply to 2 , 


LCC, as local planning author } 
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which, in any case, would give rise to com- 
pensation. 

He added that he had every reason to 
believe that the LCC were greatly concerned 
about the matter and were seeing what they 
could do as planning authority. 

St. James’s Theatre Project 
ME. KENNETH ROBINSON asked the 
4" Minister what action he would take to 
save the St. James’s Theatre from destruction, 
in view of the decision of the London 
County Council to grant planning permis- 
sion for development of the site. 

He also asked the Minister to institute a 
public inquiry into the proposal to develop 
the site of the St. James’s Theatre for office 
accommodation. 

Mr. BRooKE: Permission in principle to 
build offices on this site was given by the 
LCC in 1954, and a permission in detail 
was given by them last month for a similar 
purpose. The revocation of either of these 
permissions would be likely to involve the 
council in the payment of a large sum in 
compensation, and they are not prepared to 
take such a step. These being the facts, | 
do not consider I should be justified in inter- 
vening. 

Mr. ROBINSON Said that the Minister had 
power under Section 100 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, to make an 
order revoking the planning permission. Did 
the refusal to do so mean that he was totally 
unconcerned about the loss of one of the 
last two Georgian theatres in London? 

Mr. BRookE said that he was not at all 
unconcerned, but to use the words of Mr. 
Sandys this was a matter which had ‘ slipped 
through the net.” Having given it the most 
careful consideration he was bound to agree 
with the LCC that it would not be right to 
revoke the permission that had already been 
given, bearing in mind that it would cause a 
heavy financial burden to public funds. 

Mr. JULIAN SNow urged the Minister to 
examine the matter again. While no one 
wanted to reduce the powers of the LCC, 
surely the Minister did not want the parish 
of St. James’s to suffer the same fate as 
Berkeley Square. Some wretched American 
film company had put up a disgraceful 
building in St. James’s Street, and the entire 
process was continuing. 

MR. BROOKE said that he could not discuss 
the policy of the LCC, as a planning 
authority, on this question. There would be 
no possibility of demolishing the theatre if 
the interest which owned it had not talked 
about selling it. The LCC took the view, 
which he shared, that as planning per- 
mission was given three years ago it would 
not be right to call on the taxpayers and 
ratepayers to make a heavy contribution for 
its revocation. 

Mr. HERBERT Morrison suggested that 
the Minister should keep in mind that 
the LCC, as a great London authority, was 
likely to remember the true interest of 
London, artistically and otherwise. Was it 
not better that they should decide these 
matters rather than have the Minister jdmp- 
ing in to reverse a decision of the elected 
local authority. Had they not also to bear in 
mind the material consideration of heavy 
compensation in which the ratepayers would 
be involved? 

MR. Brooke said that there was entire 
agreement between the LCC and himself 
about the future policy of planning per- 


mission for London theatres. In this instance 
he had indicated that he agreed with the 
action the LCC had felt it necessary to take 
about the St. James’s Theatre. 

Mr. Stokes asked how much would be 
involved if the decision was reversed. 

Mr. Brooke said that neither he nor any- 
one else could make an exact estimate, but 
he thought it would be upwards of £50,000. 


Coal Mining Subsidence 
TIVHE various changes which have been 

made to the Coal Mining (Subsidence) 
Bill during its ‘passage through the 
Commons were outlined in the House on 
July 3 by Mr. Davip RENTON, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, Ministry of Power, when he 
moved the third reading, which was sub- 
sequently agreed. 

He said that the general principles of the 
measure had been welcomed on both sides 
of the House, and he had no doubt that its 
provision would be welcomed in the mining 
areas. 

The Bill took no rights from anyone. It 
enabled the right of repair or compensation 
to be obtained by those who were without 
remedy when their property was damaged. 
Although the general principles had been 
supported, many provisions had provoked 
considerable argument and criticism. 

Although it was now a better measure, it 
was also longer and more complicated. A 
number of detailed improvements had been 
made; Clause 1 now clarified three matters 

damage caused by alteration in the levels 
of grading whatever they might have been: 
that the damage to be made good by the 
Coal Board included decorations, and atten- 
tion had been given to the doubt about 
the dewatering of watertight seams. Fur- 
ther clarification of the word ‘ purposes’ in 
sub-section 2 of that clause was needed in 
relation to ancient monuments. 

Under Clause 2 a person who was served 
with the notice of damage might now ask, 
the Coal Board at any stage in the proceed- 
ings after serving the notice, and before com- 
pletion of the repairs, to send a list of the 
repairs they proposed to do, even though 
they had not started work. It was hoped 
that that would prevent many disputes aris- 
ing, as well as enabling owners of property 
to know better where they stood. 

It would not have been possible to agree 
that the entire Bill should be retrospective, 
but the Government had nevertheless 
managed to concede that there should be at 
least 18 months’ retrospection for dwelling 
houses, which jin fact and in practice would 
mean those not covered by the 1950 Act. 

It will now relate to damage occurring 
since January 1. 1956. 

Since the Bill had been presented two 
important gaps of a rather technical nature 
had been filled. One was relating to 
tenants’ rights to compensation for improve- 
ments during the tenancy, and the other 
concerned the procedure to be followed 
when a house was so badly damaged by 
subsidence that a local authority might 
think fit to have a slum clearance order or 
to order the demolition of an individual 
house. 

He emphasised that the provisions which 
were in the Bill applied to houses which 
had got into a bad condition because of 
mining subsidence and that this should be 
borne in mind when reading the new pro- 
visions. 


a1 


Oxford Road Projects 


JAURTHER information about the 

Government’s intentions for road con- 
struction at Oxford, with particular reference 
to the ring road, to relieve traffic congestion 
in the city was sought in the House of Lords 
on July 2-3. 

On July 2, Lorp Lucas asked when the 
authorisation for the commencement of the 
work on the extension to the southern by- 
pass and Sandford link roads necessary to 
complete the Oxford by-pass ring road, 
would be issued in fulfilment of the promises 
given by the Government in February. 

Lorp MANCROFT, Minister without Port- 
folio, said that, when the roads already 
authorised had been completed, Oxford 
would have a useful system of by-passes by 
which through traffic from the north could 
reach the Abingdon to Southampton road 
by way of the western and southern by- 
passes or the Henley-road by way of the 
northern and eastern by-passes. 

The cost of the western trunk road by- 
pass was estimated at £1,600,000. In addi- 
tion, the Government were making a grant 
of £810,000 towards the cost of the eastern 
by-pass. That was 75 per cent. of the total 
cost, which was estimated at £1,080,000. It 
was not ungenerous, nor was it intended to 
stop there, but the estimated cost of the 
road from South Hinksey to Sandford to 
complete the ring road around Oxford—a 
road which would span the river and the 
railway—was more than £I1m. He was un- 
able to say when the money would be 
available as the line of the road had not 
yet been established. 

The divisional road engineer was confer- 
ring with the Oxford county surveyor about 
a revised design to meet the representations 
which had been made. Progress had been 
made during their discussions, but no firm 
conclusions had been reached about the line. 
The Minister of Transport and Civil Avia- 
tion would certainly examine the matter 
again when the line had been fixed. 

On the following day LorD BEVERIDGE 
asked about the date of the independent in- 
quiry into the traffic difficulties in Oxford 
promised by the Government in February. 

Lorp MaNcrorT said that the promise 
had been for an inquiry into any proposals 
which the Oxford city council might submit. 
An assurance was given that it would be an 
inquiry of the widest scope, and that views 
about alternative solutions would be heard, 
but it had been made abundantly clear that 
the starting point would be the city council’s 
scheme. The council had, however, stated 
that they were unwilling to put forward a 
scheme, and they had not proposed any 
other scheme. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government had discussed this new situa- 
tion with representatives of the council, and 
explained to them that he was most anxious, 
as he knew they were, to reach a final deci- 
sion as soon as possible, but that, because 
of the strong conflicts of opinion, he 
thought up-to-date traffic information must 
be obtained as a first step before any public 
inquiry was held. The council had agreed 
to conduct an up-to-date traffic and parking 
survey, and when that was complete further 
action would clearly be necessary. 

LorD BEVERIDGE also asked how the 
recent action by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, confirming the 
order. for approval of land acquisition for 
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a shopping centre in Cowley, could be 
reconciled with the Government’s §assur- 
ance in February that nothing would be 
done until the independent inquiry had been 
held, and the House had debated it. 

LorpD MANCROFT said that the action of 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment in confirming the council’s compulsory 
purchase order for the land required for the 
Cowley shopping centre, in no way con- 
flicted with the statements made on behalf 
of the Government in the debate on 
February 13. The Minister believed it was 
widely agreed that the development of a 
major shopping centre in Cowley would 
contribute to reduction of the traffic con- 
gestion in the city, and that the sooner such 
a centre could be started the better. It was 
never in the Minister’s mind that a start 
should be deferred until the whole traffic 
problem had been re-examined. That would 
have been unrealistic. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Hotel Construction Limitations 


URING a debate on a new clause to 
exempt equipment for hotel and 
catering establishments which it was 
sought to include in the Finance Bill in the 
later stages of the committee stage on July 
2, SiR CHARLES TAYLOR drew attention to 
the frustrating limitations on the building of 
hotels in Britain, and particularly in London. 
“Many people,’ said Sir Charles, ‘ would 
like to build a new hotel in London, or in 
one of the great cities of Britain if it were 
profitable. But it has been proved time and 
again that it is not profitable to build a new 
hotel with present-day site values and build- 
ing costs. Therefore, for the time being, we 
have to rely on extensions to existing hotels, 
or improvements to them, to provide the 
extra accommodation needed if we are to 
attract all the visitors we hope to get. 

“The Americans take the view that with- 
in a short space of time there will be vast 
numbers of jet aircraft crossing the Atlantic 
bringing visitors from Canada and the 
United States here at a very cheap rate. If 
we are unable because of costs, to provide 
hotel accommodation in our tourist centres 
they will go to Europe where hotels are 
being built with Marshall Aid, and where 
building costs are not so high.’ 


Nuclear Power Programme 


THE GOVERNMENT now believe that it 
might be possible to achieve their nuclear 
power programme target as announced to 
Parliament in March with less than the 19 
power stations they then stated. 

This was made clear on July 1 by Mr. 
MAUDLING, Paymaster-General. 

He denied that there had been any modi- 
fication in the programme, and was then 
questioned about a statement by the Minis- 
ter of Power on June 25 that there had been 
modifications. 

Mr. Maudling pointed out that the pro- 
gramme announced to the House had stated 
a figure for the total amount of elec- 
tricity to be generated. It did not 
specify the number of stations, but the 
Government did say they thought it 
would be 19. It might be, he added, that, 
with the increasing size of nuclear power 
stations, for the 6,000 megawatt programme 
the number would be fewer than 19, but it 
was not yet possible to say precisely. 


BUILDING IN THE CITY 


Court of Common Council 
Approves Another Multi-storey 
Garage 


AN Improvements and Town Planning 
““™ Committee recommendation that per- 
mission be granted in respect of an applica- 
tion to develop a site as a multi-storey 
garage, was approved by the Court of Com- 
mon Council at its meeting in Guildhall on 
July 4. The application was for a garage 
of the rota- park type and a petrol - filling 
station, the site of the proposed develop- 
ment being 30 to 38, Hosier-lane, and 8 to 
31, Smithfield-street (Shingler and Risdon, 
47, Bedford-row, WC1). 

Permission, subject to conditions, for 
development, was also approved in respect 
of the following: 

Erection of an office building at 5, Clark’s- 
place (Ley, Colbeck and Partners, 51, 
Bishopsgate, EC2). 

Erection of a block of offices—Cantling 
House, site bounded by Cannon-street, 
Tower Royal, the northern boundary of the 
London Chamber of Commerce building, 
Queen-street, Queen Victoria-street, Sise- 
lane, the northern boundaries of 29 to 32, 
Budge-row and the eastern boundary of 5, 
Budge-row and 71, Queen-street, and incor- 
porating the site of Budge-row (part), 
Watling-street, Sise-lane and Tower Royal 
(part) (O. Campbell Jones, 9, Dowgate-hill, 
EC4). 

Redevelopment of the ‘ Bucklersbury 
House’ area by the erection of a building 
for use as offices, together with residential 
accommodation, restaurants, banks, shops, 
licensed premises and car parking. The site 
comprises part of 83 and 85 and 87, Cannon- 
street, 1 to 22, Walbrook, 20 to 25, Buck- 
lersbury, 3 to 25 (odd), Queen Victoria- 
street, Mansion House-chambers, 12 and 13, 
Sise-lane, 6 to 8 and 19 to 28, Budge-row, 
Bell-court, Barge-yard and part of Budge- 
row. 


Temple of Mithras 


In respect of this particular scheme, the 
Committee stated that the applicant should 
be informed that in the opinion of the 
Corporation jt was highly undesirable that 
there should be any departure from the 
arrangements publicly announced in 1954, 
that the Temple of Mithras will be reinstated 
on the site. 

Erection of an office building including a 
bank and licensed premises at 2 to 12 (even), 
Gresham-street, 112 to 124, Wood-street, 
9 to 25, Gutter- lane, 1 to 8, Goldsmith- 
street, 1 to 10, Huggin-lane, and 1 to 7, 
Paul’s-court (Raymond C. Arnold, Hanover- 
court, Hanover-square, W1). 

Permission was also granted on an out- 
line application in respect of the proposed 
erection of a new building for use as the 
Headquarters of the Salvation Army at 101 
to 115 (odd), Queen Victoria-street, 11, 
Bennett’s-hill, 10 and 11, Peter’s-hill Land, 
219 to 225, Upper Thames-street. An 
exchange of land between the Salvation 
Army and the Corporation was approved. 
This will enable the development to be 
carried out in accordance with the layout 
proposed for the St. Paul’s Cathedral 
Precinct. 

The Committee intimated that in respect 
of an application for the erection of a com- 
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mercial building at 61, 62 and 63, Minorig 
1, la, 2 and 3, Goodman’s-yard, Dermissio, 
would be refused even if an_ industri 
development certificate were obtained. Th 
Committee stated that the site should }, 
incorporated in a scheme for the compr. 
hensive redevelopment of the area as , 
whole, and that the separate developmen 
of the site would prejudice such proposa; 
(J. Douglass Mathews and Partners, 3 
Ebury-street, SW1). 


It approved drawing particulars elating 
to proposed schemes for which permissig, 
has already been granted: Erection of a ney 
building for use as offices, banks an 
banqueting/restaurant at 2 to 6, Cannop. 
street (June 28, 1956); Rebuilding for uy 
as a bank and offices at 111 to 115, Oy 
Broad-street, 7a, Austin Friars-square and 
1 and 2, Crown-court (March 29, 195}); 
Erection of a new building comprising bag. 
ment, ground and four floors over for ug 
as offices and warehouses at 9, Bury-stree 
(September 26, 1955). 


It approved the details of materials for, 
new building comprising basement, ground 
and three floors over, with additional storey 
in the roof for use as offices at 10, Bolt 
court (Permission granted December 17, 
1953). 


Permissions for Development 


Permission for development in accord: 
ance with plans submitted was granted in 
respect of erection of : A two-storey build 
ing for use as a church assembly hall with 
a private restaurant over.—St. Michael, 
Paternoster Royal, College-street; A new 
building for use as offices and shops ona 
site bounded by the proposed vista to St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, the proposed pedestrian 
area Old Change and a re-aligned Knight: 
rider-street. 

Permission granted on outline applica 
tion: Erection of a new Livery Hall on 
land fronting Basinghall-avenue, formerly 
the site of Girdlers’ Hall, and of 42, 43 and 
44, Basinghall-street, 5, Coleman-street and 
4 and 5, Basinghall-avenue (Percy H. Clark 
and Son 7, Ely-place, Holborn-circus, EC\), 

Approval of drawings in compliance with 
conditions of permission already granted: 
Erection of an eight-storey building witha 
basement, for use as a post office on the 
ground floor and part of the basement, with 
offices on the upper floors—151 to 154, 
Minories (permission granted December 13, 
1956); erection of a building with sub-base- 
ment, basement, ground and seven uppe 
floors with a tower rising 14 storeys above 
ground floor, with offices and showrooms 
for letting and incorporating a public hous, 
together with a basement car park. The 
site is bounded by Fenchurch-street, the 
existing London-street and Mark-lane, to 
gether with 7 to 10, Londonc-stree 
(September 23, 1954). 

Also approved was the disposal, 01 
building lease, of land bounded by Moor 
fields, Fore-street-avenue and Route 1], to 
Prince of Wales Theatre (Properties), Ltd, 
for development as offices, showrooms, 
stockrooms, a dental surgery, shops on the 
ground floor and possibly one licensed pre 
mises. The ground rent to be £33,250 4 


year, the lease to expire in December, 2070. 
The Ministers of Housing and Transport 
will be asked to approve the disposal. 
The Minister of Housing will also b¢ 
asked to approve a similar disposal of land 
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_61/75, Houndsditch and 35/36a and part 
of 34 Camomile-street—to the Wool 
Exchange and General Investments, Ltd., for 
development as Offices and/or showrooms, 
qith shops on the ground floor. 

It was reported that the Minister had con- 
frmed compulsory purchase orders in 
respect of 6, Bartholomew-close, 25 and 25a, 
Aldersgate-street, and 58 to 61, Fetter-lane. 

The Committee recommended permission 
for the use of sites as car parks until the 
end of the year: Cameron Wharf, Suffer- 
ance Wharf, Dowgate Dock, land at the 
rar of 83, Upper Thames-street, and 1, 
Greenwich-street. Part of Three Cranes 
Wharf, part of Red Lion Wharf, 77, Upper 
Thames-street and part of Three Cranes- 
lane. But permission was refused in 
respect of a similar application relating to 
11 to 27 (odd) Middlesex-street and 48 and 
50, Aldgate-avenue, because the sites are 
required by the Corporation for a tem- 
porary children’s playground ‘at an early 
stage.” 

At the end of the Court’s proceedings, 
the Town Clerk said that Mr. Batty would 
make a statement to clear up any misunder- 
sanding which had arisen in earlier debate 
on the siting of the Mithras Temple. Mr. 
Batty then told members: ‘The Mithras 
Temple was to have been erected on an 
approved site within the curtilage of 
“Bucklersbury House.” It is now to be 


moved westward to a site within the 
curtilage of ‘“‘Cantling House,” which is 
stage two of the original scheme. The 


Minister of Works has approved the new 
site.” 


CLEAN AIR COUNCIL 
SET UP 


Warwickshire Decision 


ACCEPTANCE throughout Warwickshire of 
amodel building by-law relating to arrange- 
ments in new buildings for the prevention 
of smoke is one of the recommendations 
contained in a report from the technical 
advisory committee of the newly established 
Clean Air Council for Warwickshire which 
held its inaugural meeting at Coventry on 
July 4. The council is believed to be the 
first to be set up in this country on a county 
basis. 

At the inaugural meeting, Coun. R. 
Loosley, chairman of Coventry Public 
Health Committee, was appointed chairman 
of the new council, with Mr. A. A. Crabtree, 
Town Clerk of Nuneaton, as honorary clerk. 
Representatives of constituent authorities 
attended the meeting to hear the ways in 
which it is hoped to combat atmospheric 
pollution in Warwickshire. 

Among other points made by the technical 
advisory committee in its analysis of what 
were considered to be the main pollution 
problems and projects it is hoped to under- 
take were suggestions that smoke control 
areas should be designated and a clean air 
education programme formulated; that 
industrial pollution, particularly with regard 
‘0 brick and cement works, should be 
Studied; that fuel storage requirements 
resulting from the increased use of smokeless 
fuels should be assessed by builders and 
signers; and that an advisory panel to 
fer technical advice on pollution problems 
ad on new. projects requiring approval 
should be set-up. 





Dollar Export Council Conference 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRITISH MANUFACTURERS 


HE Dollar Exports Council held a 
conference at Unilever House, 
EC4, on July 2, for the delegation which 
visited Canada earlier this year to investi- 
gate the opportunities for British manu- 
facturers of building materials. 

Chairman of the Council Sir William 
Rootes introduced the leader of the dele- 
gation, Mr. Halford Reddish, who 
addressed the large audience consisting 
mainly of manufacturers of building 
materials and supplies. ‘In my view,’ 
Mr. REpDISH said, ‘the most important 
thing for anyone seeking to enter the 
Canadian market is for the head of the 
business, the chairman or managing 
director, to go to Canada first of all and 
see for himself. He will find the 
Canadians friendly and eager to help him 
if he seriously means business. Canada 
is not an easy market to tackle but it is 
a very well worth-while market. No one 
should take the short view but be pre- 
pared to look at least five years ahead. 
It is important to realise the great dis- 
tances involved which are not always 
appreciated by people living in this small 
island.’ 

Continuing, he said: ‘I have great faith 
in the future of Canada. I have great 
faith in the future of Great Britain. 
Canada has a large adverse balance in its 
trade with the United States just as we 
have an adverse balance in our trade with 
Canada. If we can find more products 
—and I am sure we can—which the 
Canadians can buy from us instead of 
from the United States then clearly there 
is a benefit to the economy of both our 
countries.’ 

A report by the delegation was sub- 
mitted to those attending the conference. 
In this it was pointed out that the object 
of the visit was to make an up-to-date 
assessment of the prospects of increasing 
UK exports of building materials and 
supplies to the Canadian constructional 
industry in view of the expansion taking 
place in that industry. 

‘It was also an important part of our 
task,’ the report goes on, ‘to emphasise 
strongly wherever we went that Great 
Britain is still an active and virile country 
and that its industries are dynamic and 
expanding and determined and able to 
compete in world markets.’ 

The tour was confined to Ottawa, 
Toronto and Montreal. The other mem- 
bers of the delegation were Mr. A. Atha, 
Mr. R. S. Jukes and Mr. H. E. Peirce. 
Mr. F. Davies accompanied the delega- 
tion as secretary. Meetings took place 
between the delegates and Canadian 
building contractors, architects, consult- 
ing engineers, builders’ supply and hard- 
ware firms, UK _ construction firms 
established in Canada, Government 
department officials and many organisa- 
tions connected with the building in- 
dustry. 

As a result of their visit, individual 
architects had agreed to get into touch 
with the Dollar Exports Council and its 
sponsoring organisations when planning 
visits to the UK. One such approach 


had already been made. There was also 
a possibility that the Royal Institute of 
Architects in Canada would arrange for 
a small party of architects to visit the 
UK in the autumn of 1957 or the spring 
of 1958. 

The report goes on to give details of 
Canadian production which showed that 
during the last ten years the industry had 
nearly doubled its volume of production. 
Over the last five years the average ex- 
penditure on construction had been 
$4,041m. In 1957 expenditure on con- 
struction—which included dams, high- 
ways, railway lines, etc., as well as hous- 
ing and factories—was estimated at 
$5,586m. 


A Larger Share 


‘Canadian domestic production will 
undoubtedly take care of a large part of 
the demand for building materials,’ the 
report states. ‘On the other hand there 
will also be a high and increasing level 
of demand which, on present form, will 
be met predominantly by American 
manufacturers. They already supply 
about 90 per cent. of Canada’s total im- 
ports of building materials. 

‘It is here that we believe the oppor- 
tunities are for UK manufacturers. We 
would not be so unrealistic as to suggest 
that we can replace the Americans as the 
major supplier of building materials. 
There are too many well-known 
obstacles such as geography, standards, 
spill-over, advertising and American 
sales techniques. But equally we do be- 
lieve that British manufacturers could 
supply a larger share of Canada’s imports 
of building materials and that, for many 
UK manufacturers, the long-term out- 
look in the Canadian constructional in- 
dustry is so favourable that greater efforts 
to penetrate the Canadian market would 
bring profitable results.’ 

Among the conclusions and recom- 
mendations made in the report are: 
That the Canadian Constructional In- 
dustry already provides a large market 
for imported building materials and this 
market is growing. To get a larger share 
of Canada’s imports special efforts have 
to be made to meet Canadian conditions 
and requirements. This will involve ex- 
pense, but in the long-term outlook in 
Canada generally and in her construc- 
tional industry in particular the necessary 
investment to penetrate the market fur- 
ther should certainly be worth while. 

Nothing is more important than per- 
sonal visits to the Canadian market, by 
those established there as well as by new- 
comers. Advertising policy should en- 
sure that a forceful impact is being made 
upon those branches of the professions 
and trades catering to the construction 
industries which are able to influence 
purchasing. It was strongly recommended 
that wherever possible, representatives of 
British firms supplying the construction 
industries should become members of the 
local Builders Exchange and _ should 
make full use of the facilities of these 
Exchanges in the consultation of plans. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rent Act Guide 


PUBLISHED by the Incorporated Society 

of Auctioneers and Landed Property 
Agents, ‘ A Guide to the Rent Act, 1957,’ by 
E, Eden, MA, has just been issued. 

The Guide is in four parts. The first part 
deals with decontrol, the second with the 
rent limit for controlled houses, the third 
with exchange of controlled houses, requi- 
sitioned houses and contractual tenancies 
and the fourth with furnished houses, long 
tenancies, rents of subsidised private houses 
and with miscellaneous provisions of the 
Act. There is an appendix on the Rent 
Restrictions Regulations, 1957, which pre- 
scribe the necessary forms of notice and 
other documents. Also included are tables 
of important dates, of periods of notice and 
statutes. Copies, price 4s., from the Society, 
at 34, Queen’s-gate, SW7. 


LCC Prospectus 


The South East London Technical Col- 
lege, Department of Building, have issued 
their prospectus for 1957-58 which gives 
details of scholarships and other assistance 
available from the LCC, general informa- 
tion on courses, day and evening classes, 
fees, exhibitions, etc. 


The Late Paul Starrett 


The death is reported—at Greenwich, 
Connecticut, on July S5S—of Mr. Paul 
Starrett, who founded with his brothers the 
Starrett Corporation (now Starrett Brothers 
and Ekins), a building firm whose construc- 
tions include the Empire State Building, 
New York, and the Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington. He was 90. 


Night Pile-driving Claim 

Liverpool Corporation is expecting to 
receive a claim from the contractors on the 
Otterspool Promenade extension for about 
£30,000 to cover losses sustained in con- 
nection with the work. Without comment 
the City Council has approved a report by 
the City Engineer and Surveyor, Mr. H. T. 
Hough, dealing with this matter and approv- 
ing the action of the Highways and Planning 
Committee, which in turn had approved the 
action of the City Engineer, in stopping over- 
night pile-driving operations following com- 
plaints from residents. 


Refuse Collection Problem 


The question as to whether refuse col- 
lections should be stepped up to one a week 
instead of one a fortnight, or alternatively 
whether two bins be provided for house- 
holders is before the West Lancs Rural 
Council who have been told that some 
parishes were asking for weekly collections. 

Refuse collection at present puts 11d. on 
the rates in this area and a weekly collec- 
tion would entail another 8d. The surveyor 
did not think it worth the extra cost. 

It was suggested that the correct solution 
would be to provide householders with two 
refuse bins. 


Building Plan Criticised 


Criticisms of the RDC’s proposed plan 
for building six houses at Guiting Power, 
Glos., in Cotswold coloured brick instead 
of Cotswold stone or reconstructed stone 


were made at a recent meeting of the North 
Cotswold RDC. 

Captain G. E. Coles said it was a tragedy 
that these houses should be built in brick. 
At Weston-sub-Edge the Council had erected 
some Gregory houses, he said, and were 
transporting Cotswold stone from quarries 
near Guiting Power to build walls round 
these red brick houses. Yet they could not 
use stone for the house at Guiting Power. 

The original resolution informing the 
County Planning Officer that the Committee 
could see no reason why bricks should not 
be used, was passed. 


National Inspection Council Roll 


The National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting will 
shortly issue the first edition of its Roll of 
Approved Electrical Installation Contrac- 
tors, containing the names of 3,418 firms, 
including Electricity Boards, who have given 
proof of their high standard of workman- 
ship. The Council has been formed with 
the object of ensuring that a safe and proper 
standard of work shall be maintained by 
electrical contractors. 

The Roll includes all members of the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association (Inc.) 
and the Electrical Contractors’ Association 
of Scotland (except for about a dozen firms 
who have ‘contracted out’ of enrolment), 
past certificate holders of the National 
Register of Electrical Installation Con- 
tractors (now in voluntary liquidation) and 
certain firms who have been approved since 
the National Inspection Council commenced 
operations on January 1, 1957. Future ad- 
missions will only be made after a full 
investigation by an inspecting engineer of 
the National Inspection Council. 

Copies available from Brig. W. G. S. 
Thompson, OBE, 13 Victoria-street, SW1. 


GATWICK AIRPORT 


‘Many Novel Features’ 


Mr. HarROLD WATKINSON, Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation, at a luncheon 
given by the Air Registration Board, on 
July 4, referred to the development project 
at Gatwick aerodrome. This ‘our most 
important project at the moment,’ he said, 
‘is being developed as the main alternative 
for London Airport and as a base for ser- 
vices to the Channel Islands and the nearer 
European cities. We hope to have the air- 
port open in the spring of next year. 

‘As we have planned the airport more 
or less from scratch, we have been able to 
include in it many novel features. For in- 
stance, Gatwick will be the first aerodrome 
in the world to have a railway station as an 
integral part of the airport terminal, pro- 
viding quick and convenient access from 
surface to air transport.’ 

The terminal building, he said, would be 
the first one in the country to incorporate 
a ‘pier’ system to enable the passengers to 
move in comfort between the building and 
the aircraft. Even the road approach to the 
terminal building would incorporate the 
very latest design, for it would have the 
first free-flow road intersection in the 
country. It was very appropriate that the 
first airport built by the combined Ministry 
of Transport and Civil Aviation should be 
such a good example of the benefits to be 
obtained from the integration of the various 
forms of transport. 
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LCC 
List of Quantity Surveyors 


AT the meeting of the London County 

Council on July 2, Mr. R. D. Gizey 
asked the chairman of the General Purposes 
Committee, Mr. R. E. Goodwin, if he woulg 
give details of the reconstituted list o 
quantity surveyors to be employed by the 
Council for architectural work. If not, would 
he give the number of individuals or firm; 
included in the list? 

In replying Mr. Goopww said that it was 
not usual to publish lists of firms who may 
be employed to give professional service, 
On the second part of the question he saig 
that there were 20 firms on the main lig 
and a further 10 on a temporary supplemen- 
tary list. 


Overflow Pipes 


Mrs. E. R. Hoare asked the chairman of 
the Housing Committee if he was aware that 
neither baths nor sinks on any post-war 
Estate in Putney, Wandsworth, were fitted 
with an overflow pipe. What was the 
reason for this omission and was it the policy 
of the Council to continue to supply such 
inferior baths and sinks in the future on alf 
estates? 

Mr. W. G. FISKE: Yes. It has not for 
many years past been the practice to insta} 
overflow pipes to baths and sinks in 
dwellings although they have been installed 
where such are incorporated in the design of 
the fitting. Overflow pipes are not required 
to be provided by any statute, regulation or 
by-law. It has been found from experience 
that the amount of damage caused by over- 
flow is negligible compared with the capital 
cost of providing the considerable amount 
of additional piping that would be neces- 
sary. Furthermore, because the existence of 
overflow pipes might in time give rise to 
unhygienic conditions modern opinion on 
this subject is tending towards their omission. 

In view of the answers to the first and 
second questions the question of changing 
current Council practice does not arise. 

Mrs. Hoare: Do I understand then from 
the reply that private builders are also 
allowed to fit in baths and sinks without an 
overflow?—MnkR. FISKE: Yes. 


BIRMINGHAM NEW TOWN 
Ministry Rejects Proposal 


BIRMINGHAM CiTy COUNCIL’s appeal to 
the Minister of Housing to designate a site 
for a proposed new town for the city has 
been rejected. 

Reporting this on June 24, ALDERMAN 
W. T. Bowen, chairman of the council’ 
Overspill Committee, said that the Minister 
was not prepared to designate a site for a 
new town to help solve Birmingham’s over: 
spill problems, and reiterated his view that 
if Birmingham wanted a new town it should 
accept responsibility for it. 


The Overspill Committee is now to ask 
the General Purposes Committee to decide 





what shall be the next step. Meanwhile, | 


negotiations with neighbouring authorities 
to take some of Birmingham’s excess popula’ 


tion are to continue. Talks with Anglesey, 


which has offered to take industry and over~ 
spill population, are being arranged. 


THE BUI 


Hou 


MINIS 


HE 

in} 
has bee! 
Ministe! 


Furthe 
place du 
standing 
decision 
Novemb 
Parliame 
controlle 
control. 

Anoth 
was the 
houses | 
the Hot 
the Sta 
measure 
for ger 
Exchequ 
built to 
congesti 
Decemb 
Order 
First, a 
for one- 
age loc: 
for elde 
the Or 
specifiec 
subsidy 
special 
paid or 
sidy col 
built fo 

In M 
circular 
authorit 
troducti 
informa 
ence oO 
operatit 

s 

Duri 
the slu 
local at 
the enc 
modific 
posals | 

local a 

of a to 
This w 
clearan 
general 
plans { 

a cons 

the nu 

closed 

and a 

clearan 

orders 

Part I 
* Re 
Local 
Publish 


net. 





12 1957 


jors 


n County 
8 Gmppy 
Purposes 
he would 
1 list of 
d by the 
Ot, would 
, OF firms 


nat it Wag 
who may 

Services, 
n he said 
main list 
pplemen- 


irman of 
ware that 
Post-war 
Te fitted 
was the 
he policy 
ply such 
re on all 


not for 
to insta} 
sinks in 
installed 
lesign of 
required 
‘ation or 
‘perience 
by over- 
> Capital 
amount 
e neces- 
tence of 
rise to 
nion on 
mission. 
irst and 
hanging 
rise. 
en from 
re also 
hout an 


WN 
ul 


peal to 
e a site 
city has 


DERMAN 
ouncil’s 
Minister 
e fora 
’s over: 





ew that 
should | 


to ask | 
decide | 
nwhile, | 
horities 
popula: 
iglesey, 
d over~ 


THE BUILDER July 12 1957 


Housing and Local Government 


MINISTRY’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1956 


[HE report * of the Ministry of Hous- 

ing and Local Government for 1956 
has been presented to Parliament by the 
Minister. A new feature is the inclusion 
of a particular topic extending over a 
longer period, namely an examination of 
the planning problems of the Greater 
London area since the war. It is hoped 
to follow a similar procedure from time 
to time in future reports. 


HOUSING 


Further important developments took 
place during 1956 in the housing field. Out- 
standing among these was the Government's 
decision to amend the Rent Acts and in 
November the Rent Bill was introduced into 
Parliament providing for some increase of 
controlled rents, and for progressive de- 
control. This is now on the Statute Book. 

Another major change in housing finance 
was the virtual abolition of the subsidy on 
houses built for general needs. In March 
the Housing Subsidies Act, 1956, reached 
the Statute Book. The object of this 
measure was to cut the subsidy on houses 
for general needs and to concentrate 
Exchequer assistance principally on houses 
built to replace slums or to relieve urban 
congestion. The final step was taken in 
December, 1956, by the Housing Subsidies 
Order which had two special features. 
First, a general needs subsidy was retained 
for one-bedroom dwellings so as to encour- 
age local authorities to build more homes 
for elderly and single people. Secondly, 
the Order provided for the payment in 
specified cases of a nominal general needs 
subsidy of one shilling so that certain 
special subsidies which can statutorily be 
paid only as an addition to another sub- 
sidy could continue to be given for houses 
built for general needs. 

In May, 1956, the Department issued a 
circular giving, for the benefit of housing 
authorities which were considering the in- 
troduction of differential rent schemes, some 
information and advice based on the experi- 
ence of authorities which were already 
operating such schemes. 


Slum Clearance Progress 

During the year detailed examination of 
the slum clearance proposals submitted by 
local authorities was largely completed. By 
the end of 1956 approval, with or without 
modification, had been given to the pro- 
posals made by 1,267 out of a total of 1.299 
local authorities in England, and 163 out 
of a total of 168 local authorities in Wales. 
This was the first year of the five-year slum 
clearance programme and local authorities 
generally made a good beginning with the 
plans for clearing their slums. There was 
a considerable increase over 1955 both in 
the number of unfit houses demolished and 
closed and in that of occupants rehoused: 
and a still larger increase in the number of 
clearance orders and compulsory purchase 
orders submitted to the Minister under 
Part IIL of the Housing Act, 1936. The 


*Report of the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government for 1956 Command 193, 
Published by HM Stationery Office, price 6s. 
net. 


most significant increase, however, was in 
the number of resolutions passed by local 
authorities defining clearance areas. This 
indicated that a further and more substan- 
tial rise in the number of demolitions could 
be expected in 1957. The number of 
houses demolished or closed in 1956 was 
34,852 with 108,384 occupants; these figures 
represent increases over the corresponding 
totals for 1955 of 38 and 43 per cent. 
respectively. During the year, 2,494 clear- 
ance area resolutions were submitted to the 
Minister; 1,005 clearance orders and 695 
compulsory purchase orders were also sub- 
mitted. The Minister confirmed 706 clear- 
ance orders, and 447 compulsory purchase 
orders, involving 25,522 unfit houses and 
75,114 occupants. 


The Housing Programme 

House building continued at a high level 
during the year. Nearly 269,000 new per- 
manent dwellings were completed in Eng- 
land and Wales. This was a slightly lower 
figure than that for 1955, when over 283,000 
dwellings were built. The corresponding 
totals for Great Britain were just over 
300,000 in 1956 and approximately 317,000 
in 1955. At the end of 1956, 228.000 new 
permanent dwellings were under construc- 
tion in England and Wales, compared with 
nearly 248,000 a year earlier. The number 
of houses built by private builders in Eng- 
land and Wales showed a further increase 
and altogether 119,585 houses were ccm- 
pleted—45 per cent. of the total number of 
houses built. The comparable figure for 
1955 was 109,934 or about 39 per cent. of 
the total. The proportion of private house 
building continued to be greatest in the 
eastern, south-eastern and southern coun- 
ties of England and smallest in the Northern 
Region and Wales. 

House BUILDING Costs: A table shows 
that for the third quarter of 1956 an aver- 
age price for a three-bedroom traditional 
council house was £1,487 for a house of 
910 square feet, compared with a price of 
£1,432 for a house. of 914 square feet, built 
during the same quarter in 1955. 

IMPROVEMENTS AND CONVERSIONS: Con- 
tinued emphasis was placed on the import- 
ance of making the best use of existing 
dwellings by means of improvements and 
conversions. The number of dwellings 
approved for grants was 33,701. This is 
below the figure of 36,423 recorded in 1955. 
Most local authorities are operating schemes 
for making improvement grants and by the 
end of 1956 only 139 authorities had not 
given any grants at all. 

OLD People’s HousinG: To assist local 
authorities in providing more small dwell- 
ings especially for old people. the payment 
of an annual subsidy of £10 in respect of 
one-bedroom houses or flats built for 
general needs was retained when the general 
subsidy was abolished by the Housing Sub- 
sidies Order, 1956. 

Loans By LocaL AuTHoriTIES: During 
the year ended March 31, 1956, local 
authorities lent a total of over £69 million 
to private individuals under the Small 
Dwellings Acquisition and Housing Acts. 


75 


PLANNING 

A great deal of the Department’s day- 
to-day work in the planning field was 
devoted to the examination of development 
plans and to the settling of planning appeals. 
Much time also was spent on problems of 
overspill and town development. Eighteen 
development plans were approved during 
the year. A limited amount of progress 
was made in relieving congestion in the 
larger provincial cities, with high rates of 
interest still continuing local authorities 
hesitated to commit themselves to major 
expenditure for the purpose of receiving 
overspill, but progress was made with the 
planning of development in some areas— 
especially where extra financial help was 
offered to the receiving district by the 
‘exporting’ authority or by the receiving 
county council. 

GREEN BELTS: By the end of the year 
sketch plans had been submitted for green 
belts round most of the largest urban areas. 
Some of these had been examined and the 
Minister had invited the local planning 
authorities concerned to proceed with the 
preparation of formal proposals for the 
amendment of their development plans. 

INCREASE IN PLANNING APPEALS: The 
number of appeals received during 1956 was 
6.699, compared with 6.5.3 in 1955. In the 
later months of the year the figures dropped, 
and fell below the average for 1955, Efforts 
were made to reduce the time taken in deal- 
ing with appeals; although much remains to 
be achieved, appeals disposed of rose from 
5,540 in 1955 to 6,535 in 1956 and towards 
the end of the year the number of cases on 
hand declined. Of the appeals decided in 
1956 32.6 per cent. were allowed. 


New Towns 


All New Towns made further progress 
towards the achievement of the aims for 
which they were established. About 9,000 
houses were completed during the year by 
the development corporations of the eight 
London New Towns (Basildon, Bracknell, 
Crawley, Harlow, Hatfield, Hemel Hemp- 
stead, Stevenage and Welwyn Garden City), 
and 1,750 were built in the four provincial 
New Towns (Aycliffe, Corby, Cwmbran 
and Peterlee). By the end of 1956 the 
popuiations of the eight New Towns around 
London had risen to approximately 230,000 
as compared with about 100,000 when the 
corporations first came into existence. It is 
estimated that some 80 per cent. of the 
immigrants belonged to families who had 
moved out from London. The Minister is 
considering questions about the ultimate 
size of the towns and the stages at which 
the corporations should cease building 
houses for immigrants. 

GREATER LONDON PLANNING 

In the Greater London 
faces its biggest challenge. London has 
grown too big. Over 10 million people 
live and work within a radius of 25 to 30 
miles from Charing Cross, so that nearly a 
quarter of the population is crowded into 
four per cent. of the area of England and 
Wales. In this region are to be found all 
the faults deriving from unplanned develop- 
ment in the past: monotonous and 
depressed housing, badly-sited and cramped 
industry, inadequate open space, ribbon 
development, exhausting journeys to work, 
and acute traffic congestion. Only 


area planning 
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by a determined effort to prevent further 
growth and sprawl, to redistribute popula- 
tion and employment and to reshape 
gradually the physical environment can 
some improvement be secured and better 
living conditions made possible for future 
generations. 


The future trend of population in the 
region is likely to depend as much on factors 
affecting the national economy as a whole 
as upon action taken in the London area 
itself. The rate of increase in the popula- 
tion of the country by natural growth is 
expected to drop in the next 15 years, with 
a more-than-average fall in the main built- 
up area of London, so that this factor may 
contribute less to the pressure of population 
in London than it has: done over the past 
decade. On the other hand, it cannot be 
taken for granted that the net inward move- 
ment of population into the region, which 
has been halted since the war, will not be 
resumed. The absence of any net immigra- 
tion in the past ten years is at least in part 
attributable to the state of full employment 
prevailing throughout the country, as well 
as to the difficult housing situation in the 
London area. Any future changes in the 
relative levels of employment and avail- 
ability of housing as between London and 
the rest of the country could cause marked 
divergences from the past trends of popula- 
tion movement within a relatively short 
time. It is impossible to foresee, therefore, 
how far the assumptions about future popu- 
lation are likely to be justified. The most 
that can be said is that there are at present 
no grounds for changing them. 


Higher Density Housing 


It is sometimes urged that because of the 
large-scale journey to work in Central 
London more people should be housed at 
higher densities near the centre. There is 
no doubt that in some parts of the central 
area previously used for commercial or 
other non-residential purposes there would 
be advantage in having more residential 
accommodation. It may well be, too, that 
in some parts of the area a somewhat higher 
density than that envisaged in the plan 
might be allowable. But it is an over- 
simplification to suppose that the main bulk 
of the housing problem could be dealt with 
in this way. It is doubtful whether resi- 
dential accommodation could be provided 
on a sufficient scale at anything like a 
reasonable cost; it is pretty clear that any 
substantial increase in density would mean 
abandoning the standards of open space and 
other public requirements advocated in the 
Greater London Plan; finally, it seems 
certain that life in a large and closely 
packed area of high flats would not be 
acceptable to the great majority of ordinary 
families. With an increase in leisure, the 
desire for access to the countryside and the 
demand for opportunities of outdoor recrea- 
tion are likely to increase rather than 
diminish. 


Offices in Central London 


Central London, which contains 26 per 
cent. of the total regional employment, 
presents the greatest problems of transport 
and traffic congestion in the region. It gives 
rise to the major journey-to-work problem, 
with a daily influx of one million people, 
over half of whom travel from beyond a 


five-mile radius and over 100,000 from 
beyond 15 miles. In contrast to the 
employment congestion in Central London, 
the Census figures indicate that in the sub- 
urbs there were in 1951 about 800,000 more 
resident workers than jobs. About half a 
million people who work in Central London 
live in the suburbs. 


If some of the office employment in 
Central London could be encouraged to 
move out to the suburbs and to new and 
expanding towns, this would not only help 
to relieve the pressure at the centre and on 
the public transport services, but would also 
benefit the outer areas by creating more 
varied opportunities for employment there. 
Many firms, too, might find greater economy 
and efficiency in operating outside the 
congested centre. Efforts are accordingly 
being made through the County of London 
Development Plan to limit the extent of 
further office development in Central Lon- 
don, and it is hoped that many firms will 
be able to move the whole or sections of 
their office staffs to premises in the suburbs 
and to new and expanding towns. The 
Department are holding discussions with the 
local planning authorities to ensure that all 
possible help is given to firms in finding 
suitable locations. 
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Basic Assumptions Correct 


In concluding the section on the Great, 
London Plans, the report states thy 
‘although new factors affecting growth 
population, employment and the needs , 
the Port of London have emerged, requitin 
variation of some of the particular proposa) 
in the advisory plans, the effect of the: 
factors so far has not been such as to inval 
date the basic assumptions upon which the 
plans were based.’ About employment in 
the London region, the report says; ‘ Pro}, 
ably the two most significant points affectin, 
the employment situation are the continue 
growth of London ag a centre for inte. 
national trade, which is reflected in th 
increased volume of cargoes of all typs 
including oil, shipped through the Port ¢ 
London; and the increasing concentratio, 
of employment in services and administr. 
tion in London generally, and in Centr) 
London in particular.” The report unde. 
lines the need for keeping up to date th 
facts about the London Region, and th 
assumptions underlying the original plan 
Just as the original Advisory Plans required 
adjustment in detail to meet new factoy 
and changing conditions, so may th 
development plans. The main objectives 
however, remain as they were. 





DAMAGE BY TREES 
A Case of Importance to Builders 


By a Legal Correspondent 


A CASE of importance to builders as 
the crucial point of the case 
affected a builder as the owner of land 
is Davey v. Harrow Borough Council, 
decided by the Court of Appeal on April 
16. In this case the owner of a house 
claimed damages for nuisance and an 
injunction because the roots of trees, the 
property of the Harrow Council (the 
land owners), had penetrated his land 
and caused his house to subside. 

The case is interesting because the 
Corporation originally admitted owner- 
ship of the trees in question, but two 
years before the case they changed their 
mind and said that the trees belonged to 
the plaintiff and his predecessors in title. 
The boundary on the south in the rele- 
vant deed was indicated by a line with 
reference to the ordnance sheet, and that 
line as shown on the sheet indicated the 
centre of an existing hedge. The hedge 
stood on a bank and the offending trees 
were growing in the hedge. The remains 
of a ditch stood on the south side of the 
hedge. 

From this, it appeared that the bank 
was not the property of the Corporation, 
and the trial judge so found. However, 
all the information was not before him. 
Evidence was given to the Court of 
Appeal that in 1937 this field was bought 
by a firm of builders, predecessors in 
title of the plaintiff, and that there had 
been a meeting between the builders’ 
foreman and a Corporation representa- 
tive. 

The essence of that meeting was that 
the council claimed the ownership of the 
hedge, which the builder accepted, but in 
his turn the builder required acceptance 
of the fact that his post and wire fence 





——. 


should be as near as possible to the hedge 
After that, the Council always accepted 
the hedge as their own, cut and trimmed 
the grass, topped and lopped the trees. 
The Court of Appeal had no difficulty in 
finding that this displaced the presump. 
sion on the position of the ditch. Even. 
tually, the plaintiff built on the plot 
nearest the fence, and cracks appeared 
and suckers of elm forced their way into 
the garden, and as a result extensive 
damage was done. 


On the case as argued, two interesting 
points were raised on behalf of the local 
authority. They suggested that ther 
was a distinction between trees which 
were planted for which the planter had 
a responsibility, and those which wer 
self-sown, for which they claimed ther: 
was no responsibility. They also claimed 
exemption from damages because th: 
growth was natural growth, and quoted 
the case of Pontardawe RDC v. Moore 
Gwyn, where damage was caused bj 
thistles blowing on to another's land. 
The Court, however, was not prepared (0 
accept these contentions. 

The crucial point of this case appeals 
to lie in the discussions that took plac 
in 1937. It is important to realise th 
presumptions based on reference in th 
conveyance to the ordnance sheets can be 
discounted by evidence of negotiation 
on the site. 


Building Estimators Meeting 


Mr. Walter Gaylon addressed members 0! 
the Institute of Building Estimators, Londo 
branch, on ‘ Bills of Quantities,’ at a recét! 
meeting held at the Bedford Corner Hote. 


WCl. 
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The RIBA Standard Form 


9—HOW THE CONTRACTOR SEES IT 


By NORMAN P. GREIG, BA, Barrister-at-Law, FIArb, Hon.FIQS, FRSH 


D.—The Contractor and the 
Nominated Supplier /Cl. 22, 
18(vii), 18(a), 5] 


((LAUSE 22 (as affected by 18 (vii) 
and 18(a)) was often subjected to 
much criticism. “Why should I not be 
allowed to buy my materials and goods 
from the builders’ merchants I know and 
trust?’ was a fairly common grumble. 
‘Under the present Form I must make a 
contract for their supply with the sup- 
plier nominated by the architect. I can 
only refuse, apparently, if the architect's 
nominee won't allow the 5 per cent. cash 
discount under the Clause. And, more 
than that, I may find myself shouldering 
a liability for delay in delivery because 
the architect does not consider I have 
done my best to prevent it. What more 
could I have done? And who is the bet- 
ter judge as to whether I have taken all 
practicable steps in my contracts with 
the nominated suppliers to avoid or re- 
duce the delay, myself or the architect? 

‘It appears that I can’t refuse to place 
an order with a supplier who excepts 
himself from liability for any loss caused 
by defects in his materials supplied. If 
they are defective, I must stand the 
racket if the architect refuses to accept 
them. 

‘I know there is a Standard Form 
of Tender approved by the RIBA, RICS 
and NFBTE for use in dealing with 
nominated suppliers but I haven’t used it, 
I don’t trust these semi-legal forms.’ In 
other words, such objector refuses a 
helping hand extended to him. 

‘I know that if the architect disputes 
that I have done my best, I have the 
tight to go to arbitration on the point if 
Clause 26 has not been deleted and is 
properly drawn up. But,’ says the con- 
tractor who has, perhaps, no reason to 
like the law, ‘I know a little about 
arbitration, and points of law arising, and 
a case stated, and I dislike the whole 
thing.” [See below.] 

Reference by the lecturer to Kirk & 
Kirk, Ltd., v. Croydon Corporation 
(1956, QBD) gives little mental relief to 
such a critic. In this case a firm of con- 
tractors claimed compensation for delay 
caused by the late delivery of facing 
bricks, alleging that as they were in- 
structed by the Corporation’s architect 
to use a definite kind, this was, therefore, 
a variation under Cl. I. The circum- 
stances were a little unusual. It appears 
that the architect had corresponded with 
certain suppliers and learned that, though 
the Bills provided for a large number of 
tiles, the suppliers had not anything like 
that number in stock and said there was 
bound to be delay. 

The architect, however, told the con- 
tractors to place their order with the 
particular supplier, and gave the con- 
tractors a copy of the suppliers’ letter in 
tegard to probable delay. Result was a 
delay of some four weeks in completion 





of the contract. When the contractors’ 
claim for compensation was resisted, the 
matter went to arbitration under the con- 
tract. The arbitrator found that the 
architect had ‘interfered to an unusual 
extent,’ and what he had done amounted 
to ‘making arrangements for delivery.’ 
On a question of law, a case was stated. 
Said the judge, the delay was due to 
breach of contract by the nominated 
suppliers and the corporation could not 
be held responsible because they were 
not parties to the contract for materials. 
The contractors were not entitled to com- 
pensation from the corporation because 
the nominated suppliers failed to carry 
out the terms made with them. It is evi- 
dent from this case that the contractor 
must take the greatest care in making 
his contracts with nominated suppliers. 

Nor does the decision in Davis, Con- 
tractors, Ltd., v. Fareham UDC [1955] 
give much satisfaction to the builder. 
There, it was held by the Court of 
Appeal, and upheld by the House of 
Lords (following on a question of law 
stated for the Court) that contractors 
could not claim an extra payment for 
delay caused by an unanticipated short- 
age of labour and materials, this being a 
business risk undertaken by all con- 
tractors under lump sum (i.e., contract 
sum) contracts. The real remedy, it sug- 
gests, is to insert in any such contract 
explicit conditions to counteract the 
effects of possible delay in delivery (of 
materials), and not to hope to recover by 
pleading so-called ‘frustration’ when 
the trouble was more often caused by 
breach of contract. 


E.—The System of Sub- 
contracting Under the Form 





Wide differences of opinion were 
expressed on this matter. ‘No cause for 
complaint—works quite well,’ said some 
contractors. Others called attention to the 
unfortunate position of the _— sub- 
contractor, sometimes, at least, owing to 
his contractual relations being with the 
main contractor and not the employer. 
There were several further points raised 
here. Clause 21 of the contract says that 
“no nominated sub-contractor shall be 
employed upon or in connection with the 
work against whom the Contractor shall 
make reasonable objection.’ What is 
reasonable objection? Different arbitra- 
tors might have different opinions on 
such a point if the matter were referred 
to them. Is it sufficient to complain to 
the architect that the main contractor has 
worked with some sub-contractor before 
and failed to establish those cordial 
relations so necessary for the satisfactory 
completion of a job? ‘We can’t get on 
with him—there are always disputes and 
quarrels arising.” Most of us will agree 
that an objection of. that sort merits 
serious consideration and was probably 
in the minds of the compilers of the 
Form. 


ae 


Said one sub-contractor, ‘ What should 
we do when told of our nomination as 
sub-contractors, when we know there are 
well-founded rumours in the industry as 
to the financial stability of the main con- 
tractor, of which the architect is probably 
not aware? If he goes bankrupt, we know 
the inconveniences to ourselves that 
might follow.’ 


That, obviously, is a personal matter 
for the sub-contractor. He is not forced 
to accept the nomination, but if he does, 
he must take the risk of which he knows. 

* We don’t get a fair deal,’ complained 
several sub-contractors. ‘Our _ con- 
tractual relations being with the main 
contractor means, of course, we must 
look to him for payment. The provisions 
of Cl. 21 (c) and (d) have no definiteness 
—we may be paid direct under the cir- 
cumstances there mentioned. We like the 
suggestion of the Simon Report of 1944, 
upheld in the Report of the Working 
Party on Building, that the employer 
should be brought in as a party to the 
sub-contract so that, on default of the 
main contractor, we can look direct, and 
of right, to payment from the employer.’ 
But this suggestion is not quite as simple 
in execution as it is in theory—there are 
certain legal difficulties to be considered. 

The effect of the bankruptcy of the 
main contractor has been discussed at 
length in this, as well as other trade 
journals, nor does the decision in the 
Helical Bar and Engineering Co. v. 
Liquidator of Tout & Finch, Ltd. [1954], - 
though it does improve the situation, 
seem entirely satisfactory. (In a word, it 
was held in this case that where the main 
contractor has presented his petition in 
bankruptcy, the nominated — sub- 
contractor may look to the employer for 
payment under Clause 2l1(c), if the 
architect gives the necessary certificate.) 


F.—Settlement of Disputes and 
Differences by Arbitration 


It seems clear that arbitration is no 
more popular with the bulk of con- 
tractors than it appears to be with trade 
unionists. To begin with, procedure under 
it is not generally understood and, many 
think, it should be avoided, if possible. 
‘It gives a certain amount of satisfaction 
to us to know there is an arbitration 
clause, said some cities, ‘but we 
don’t intend to use it if we can avoid it.’ 
Said a contractor, ‘I have been connected 
with building work for more than 20 
years, and have never had recourse to 
arbitration yet.’ This frank statement 
surely could not mean that this gentle- 
man had never experienced the disputes 
and differences common with a building 
job, but rather that he had found a means 
of settling them in another way. He put 
full reliance on the architect, possibly, 
and urged the other side to do the same, 
and was able to bring about that mutual 
confidence and trust among those con- 
cerned with the job that the RIBA con- 
sidered in 1931 to be more important 
than the contractor itself! Or, perhaps, he 
was a believer in compromise, and did 
not regard it as weakness, but good com- 
mon-sense. It saved him worry and 
inconvenience, though it cost a little 
money at times. 
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In general, distrust of arbitration as 
a tribunal arose from a disbelief that any 
arbitrator could be entirely unbiased and 
impartial (the objection of the trade 
unionist); that, although the proceedings 
were less informal than court proceed- 
ings, there were lawyers present, and 
recourse to law was to be avoided in any 
case. Not only that, said one critic, but 
the reports of ‘mock’ arbitrations that 
we have read seem to be often humorous 
occasions, rather than judicial proceed- 
ings. (Some truth in that, one fears.) 

Others knew how an emergent ques- 
tion of law could ‘throw a spanner in 
the works’ and result in more worry and 
expense and so on. 

One particular arbitration proceedings, 
related to the writer in good faith, has 
remained in his memory. Briefly, these 
are the facts. There were several points 
in dispute and the arbitrator was in- 
formed of the position. He met the two 
parties around the table, all strictly pri- 
vate. Each point was taken separately and 
a decision (award) given there and then, 
verbally. When all had been considered 
the arbitrator observed, ‘Well, that’s 
the lot; that’s three to you, and two to 
you. The winner on majority will pay 
two-fifths of the costs and the loser three- 
fifths. We will now adjourn for some 
refreshment.’ 

Not judicial proceedings, all will agree. 
But both parties were satisfied. There was 
no tiresome waiting for the delivery of 
an award—no rancour or ill-feeling after- 
wards. One wonders what the present 
‘Lord Chief,’ who has expressed himself 
so definitely upon the question of costs 
in arbitration, would have said of those 
proceedings. 

Frankly, I hesitate in suggesting they 
should form a precedent. 

(Concluded) 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
x, Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder, 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


THE SMALL House: TODAY AND To- 
mMoRROW. By Arnold Whittick in collabora- 
tion with Johannes Schreiner. (London: 
Leonard Hill (Books) Ltd.) Price 45s. 


BuILDING Cost Manual. By Chicago 
Real Estate Board. (London: Chapman & 


Hall.) Price 120s. 

BUILDING AND PuBLic WorKS ADMINIS- 
TRATION ESTIMATING AND COSTING. Sth Ed. 
By Spence Geddes. Revised by E. Drury. 
(London: George Newnes Ltd.) Price 42s. 

WorK PLACE FOR LEARNING. By L. B. 
Perkins. (London: Chapman & Hall.} 
Price 32s. 

THe Rent Act, 1957. By Geoffrey 
Rippon and A. E. Telling. (London: The 
Estates Gazette Ltd.) Price 25s. 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS. Edited by 


Grant. (London: Architectural 


Price 16s. 


Brian 
Press.) 


‘CHANGING TASTES IN 
DESIGN’ 
Lecture to Members of the 
Ituminating Engineering Society 


‘ [NDUSTRIAL design, particularly in 
the lighting industry, is inseparable 
from architecture, said MR. PAvuL 
REILLY, deputy director of the Council of 
Industrial Design, at a meeting of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society, held at 
the Royal Society of Arts, WC2, recently. 
‘In a lively period of design, he went 
on, ‘all arts and industries move for- 
ward more or less in step. Our own 
18th century was the perfect example of 
a consistent period; it would be hard to 
select from that century one art or craft 
as the pacemaker, other than the all- 
embracing art of architecture. In that 
century too design was still developing, 
each generation adding to what had gone 
before and scarcely giving any thought 
to reproducing the successes of the 
immediately preceding centuries. 

This fine tradition of experiment and 
development petered out towards the 
middle of the 19th century with the result 
that many of the technical inventions of 
the Victorians reached the market aping 
something that had gone before. Gas 
and electricity both in turn suffered from 
this kind of camouflage. 


Industrial Design Freed 


Not until the modern movement in 
architecture got under way in the early 
years of the 20th century was industrial 


design liberated from preconceived 
notions. But the modern movement, 
being in part a protest against late 


Victorian opulent ornament, started by 
wiping the slate almost too clean. 

The first phase of modern architecture 
was square, spare and bare, severely 
puritanical and rigidly functional. Light- 
ing followed suit. The frosted football 
of the 1930’s exactly expressed this 
elimination of all emotion, with the result 
that the ordinary person found modern 
lighting acceptable only for the working 
parts of the home, for bathroom or 
kitchen, but clung to the older conven- 
tions for the other rooms. 

Many architectural styles have started 
simply, have matured elegantly and have 
ended richly. The modern movement 
does not look like being an exception. 
The Festival of Britain marked the turn- 
ing point in this country from the first to 
the second phase. Early modern build- 
ings would be described as bold, plain, 
simple or functional. Present day modern 
buildings are more likely tc attract 
adjectives such as light, elegant, colourful 
or patterned—even the word pretty is no 
longer taboo. 

This development has taken the sting 
or commercial risk out of modern design. 
since the mellowing of the tastes of 
modern designers has gone far towards 
bridging the gap between their ideas and 
the conventional tastes of the public. 
Designers of electric light fittings have 
been quick to exploit this rélaxation of 
the modern idiom, with the result that, 
along with furniture designers, textile 
artists and the modern architects them- 
selves, they are able to offer designs for 
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a modern interior that can satisfy a very 
wide section of the public. 

But liberation runs its own risks. The 
great and increasing popular following 
for modern or contemporary design ha 
produced a breed of opportunists in man 
industries who, seeing profit in progres 
have equated novelty with ‘ contempor. 
ary’ and have in many sectors of 
industry confused design with fashion, to 
such an extent that in furniture, fabric 
and even light fittings ‘ repro-contempo’ 
not ‘repro-jaco’ is now the menace, 

Modern designers and their employers 
must beware the pitfalls of ephemeral 
fashion. If they do not take care q 
revulsion may set in against all expres. 
sions of the 20th century design, and the 
misled public may be forced again to 
take refuge in the past. That is why 
permanent selective exhibition like ‘The 
Design Centre’ offers such a useful and 
necessary service today. 


ENGINEERING 
APPOINTMENTS 
Canadian and American Interests 


PTTHE Professional Engineers’ Appoint- 

ments Bureau, of 9, Victoria-street, 
SWI, in its report for 1956, continues to 
provide evidence of the unabated demand 
for technological manpower. An interesting 
feature of the work during the year has been 
the increasing number of Canadian and 
American firms using the Bureau’s service, 
It is not, however, the policy of these firms 
to recruit engineers from this country whos 
experience can be described as general, and 
an appointment is unlikely to result where 
the experience of a candidate is not in some 
specialised field of engineering. Unless an 
engineer has good academic qualifications 
and adequate professional experience, the 
prospect of obtaining a post before arrival 
in the country is not encouraging. 

The complex national situation at home, 
the report states, has tended to encourage 
more people to seek the opportunities and 
standard of living available in Canada, the 
Rhodesias and other Commonwealth coun- 
tries. The possibility of a larger number 
finding employment overseas must be recog- 
nised. So long as the supply of engineers 
remains below the level necessary to meet 
the increasing demands to fill outstanding 
vacancies at home, no opportunity should 
be lost to emphasise the great importance 
of increasing training in this country to a 
point where the supply of young engineers 
can keep pace with the expansion of engin- 
eering at home and overseas. 

Despite a decrease in the number of 
engineers registering with the Bureau, those 
placed in 1956 increased. The number of 
vacancies notified did not fluctuate appreci- 
ably, but a larger proportion was for senior 
administrative posts. The more senior 
appointments now attract a_ reasonable 
selection of qualified applicants, which sug- 
gests that larger number of more expert 
enced engineers are considering changing 
their posts than a year ago. Average salaries 
of successful placings were higher than for 
previous years, and it is now difficult to find 
sufficient candidates from those registered 
who are seeking salaries much below £800 
a year, compared with past years, when it 
was relatively simple to fill the junior posts. 
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Work-Study in Relation to Building 


ONE-DAY CONFERENCE AT LIVERPOOL 


QGOME 25 of the larger building firms 

and other organisations were repre- 
sented at a one-day Work-study Con- 
ference initiated by the City of Liverpool 
College of Building and held in the Col- 
lege on June 17. 

In his opening address Mr. D. E. 
WoopBINE ParisH, FIOB, MIIA, des- 
cribed the economic background against 
which the building industry must be ex- 
amined. He dissected the management 
structure of building and _ supported 
Napoleon’s belief that an industry can be 
no better than its managers. A high level 
of productivity in building was just as 
essential to the national economic well- 
being as in any other field. One of the 
most striking points he made was in defin- 
ing productivity as the quantitative rela- 
tionship between what we produce and 
the resources we employ. It was possible 
to have a high rate of production which 
involves serious waste. This meant low 
productivity. 

Many factors were combining to make 
it more and more essential to reduce 
waste of all kinds, especially in man- 
power, he said. Amongst these were the 
raising of the school-leaving age, the in- 
creasing average age of the population, 
and increased competition from other in- 
dustries for available manpower re- 
sources. 

Mr. Parish went on to outline the func- 
tions of management in general and made 
many incidental references to problems 
of building management. He stressed the 
need to use every possible device for im- 
proving management at all levels and 
introduced work-study as one of the 
most likely sources of improvement, and 
elaborated on the need for developing an 
attitude of mind which would refuse to 
accept opinion as fact. Successful 
management proceeded only on properly 
established facts. Work-study was a 
method of determining true facts about 
people and plant as a means to improve- 
ment. Training at foremanship level was 
vitally important. 

The contributions to the discussion 
which followed highlighted the tremen- 
dous range and depth of problems to be 
solved in management in building. Mr. 
H. L. MULHALL observed that while 
almost every client who seeks advice 
from a consultant sees his problems as 
being ‘different’, when in fact they are 
not, he himself has been forced reluc- 
tantly to the conclusion that building is 
‘different.’ Its problems cannot all be 
solved by any general principles of 
management. Specialist knowledge and 
skills are necessary in applying work- 
study techniques to building. 

In a strikingly forceful contribution to 
the symposium Mr. E. D. FRANCE, 
National Industrial Officer of the 
NFBTO, must have demolished the 
fabric of wrongly but strongly held be- 
liefs in many members of the audience. 
The attitude of operatives towards work- 
study, he said, could be summed up in 
two sentences. ‘Is it of value to the in- 
dustry ?’ ‘What will the operatives get 


out of it?’ He spoke about the poppy- 
cock bandied about in relation to the 
numbers of bricks bricklayers lay to-day, 
and about the dignity of labour. There 
was no virtue in doing a job the hard 
way. Work-study would be gladly 
accepted if it could be shown to reduce 
labour and increase earnings. One im- 
portant proviso was required for success- 
ful introduction of work-study techniques 
—consultation must be used at all levels, 
but most particularly on the job. 

Mr. Mulhall spoke about the function 
of the management consultant. The in- 
troduction of all change in management 
techniques was tricky and hazardous be- 
cause of the intensely personal issues in- 
volved. Consultants had made a 
specialist study of these problems and 
become competent in their solutions 
through experience. Serious labour un- 
rest and long delay in real progress might 
result from ill informed or incompetent 
use of work-study techniques. To be 
successful work-study must be welded 
into the fabric of management. 

Mr, C. A. Francis, FllTech., of the 
Advisory Service for the Building In- 
dustry, described the general working of 
the Service and detailed some of its 
specific activities. He said that in his ex- 
perience the operative was the first per- 
son to appreciate better organisation. No 
two firms were alike—their problems 
might be the same but their managing 
directors were different. In 99 per cent. 
of cases, firms which had used Building 
Advisory Service facilities had been more 
than satisfied. 

Discussion 

The discussion period which arose 
from the symposium gave Mr. R. A. 
BurGess, ARIBA, the chairman, plenty 
to do in organising contributions from 
the floor. Among the many points made 
were—It takes five years to make a work- 
study engineer. Day check observation 
was not reliable on building work—a 
week’s observation was more likely to be 
useful. General method and techniques 
have to be established first. There is 
much to be done on a building site in the 
way of work-study before stop watches 
need to be used. If something had to be 
timed it might as well be timed 
accurately. There was need for a scien- 
tific measure of a fair day’s work for a 
fair day’s wages. Building managements 
were too uninterested in improving 
management—if this conference had 
been in the USA there would have been, 
not 50, but 500 people present. Personal 
qualities were of paramount importance 
in selecting persons to be trained as work- 
study engineers. They should come from 
all levels in the industry. 

Mr. F. A. Powe Lt, BSc. (Tech.), chose 
an extremely practical approach for his 
lecture period. After elaborating on the 
idea of building being merely an 
assembly of parts which make a whole, 
he tested the audience on their estimate 
of times for three operations. (a) A piece 
of brickwork. (b) fitting and hanging a 


79 


door complete with furniture, and (c) 
erecting a special scaffold. In (a) the 
estimates varied from 2 to 7 hours; in (b) 
from 5 to 180 minutes, and in (c) from 3 
to 100 minutes. Another practical illus- 
tration revolved around the erection of a 
special piece of scaffolding in the lecture 
hall. A practical demonstration was 
given, not only of timing the existing 
method but of introducing the improved 
method. Improvements were based on 
suggestions from the conference floor. 

Mr. Powell made many observations 
obviously based on specific experience— 
* Study why the men cannot work. Men 
usually work if there is work for them. 
It is wrong to expect results from work- 
study in anything under two years al- 
though there may be happy accidental 
earlier advantages.’ 

The concluding session was taken by 
Mr. H. H. Bax, AIOB, a member of the 
College staff. He described in detail the 
examination of a woodcutting machine 
shop and demonstrated the use of a string 
diagram. He said that work-study 
applied to building sites was more like 
first-aid, while application to workshop 
situations was more of a long term pro- 
cess. His main theme hinged around the 
need for systematic recording of observa- 
tions. The string diagram was one way 
of being systematic. It was useful for 
building up a comprehensible picture of 
the complexities of processing materials 
in a workshop. As on a building site, 
however, method must come first and a 
long time must be spent on this before 
studies of the activity of individual per- 
sonnel were attempted. Examinations of 
raw materials and end products from the 
work-study point of view were of vital 
significance at the start of any pro- 
gramme. j 

Final discussion and summing up was 
directed towards assessing the demand 
for courses in work-study for building. 
It was generally agreed that there is a 
teachable content in work-study which 
could be undertaken in a technical col- 
lege. The College of Building was the 
place, it was thought, in which these 
courses should be developed for the 
building industry. Courses should be 
about six weeks in duration. Experience 
had shown that in other fields this period 
should be continuous although smaller 
firms might find difficulty in seconding 
personnel for such a long time. The 
persons selected for training should be 
those who could not be spared by their 
firm. 

GRAVEL PIT DESIGN 
ELEMENTS OF GRAVEL Pit DesIGN. By 

D. A. Webb, MIQ. 122 pp.. 103 illustra- 

tions, 2 insets. (London: The Quarry 

Managers’ Journal, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d., 

post free. 

Mr. WEBB, a Maybury Silver Medallist 
and an engineer with practical experience 
of design, layout and supervision, has 
written what is believed to be the first com- 
plete treatise on the opening of a gravel pit 
from prospecting to find the material, sur- 
veying the site to decide best plan for work- 
ing, choosing the suitable plant and 
machinery, erecting the plant, and working 
it. The illustrations cover fully all plant 
used in wet and dry gravel pits. There is 
a comprehensive index. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





T 4 information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to ‘large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
2 6.0, 

Pit Ballast cee oo oe see ae «.. per yd. a ae 
Pit Sand es Ms aes se ee ros ne 1.4 6 
Washed Sand . aoe as one an aen si 7-8 
Zin. Shingle... nae ee ans oe ise ae 1 -e°0 
3 in. Broken Brick... ~ eae ase Sis eS 1.20 9 
Pan Breeze x vee = a 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton $3 35 0 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site... Si ... per ton $12.-0 

1 to 6 tons, site cs ee 6 4 0 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton Toads § and up- 

wards to site ss ss 62.6 

1 to 6tons do. site ” 6 14 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots bat a 812 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 780s. Od. -~ ton. 


White Portland Cement BS se os 13-476 
Under 1 ton . per cwt. 16 6 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening ) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton i ae 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s. Od. to £14 5s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a 15 10 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London : = 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
sites) . “ ae ao .. per cwt. 1 11 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks are oo aos “a .. per1,000 13 14 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... ie rae ey De a 213 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ar ses sie BS 9 40 
Mild Stocks ... ~ 819 O 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. . 
District Commons ... . a 518 0 
Cellular do. oes se See a eee = 518 0 
Keyed do. ee see at sed aa 5 6 0 0 
Rustics , noe Jee ne aii dow a 740: 0 
Cellular Rustics ‘ee ; ne ae ae oi 710 0 
Single Bullnose Commons — eee vee oe ee v.42 5 
Sandfaced ... its be cok ae ne ss 810 0 
Tuscans dee bie mes ~~ oe mae ms 9 5 0 
Saxons ; oe aoe see eee es 9 13° 0 
Golden Buffs se sé bbs Rs aa > 10 0 0 
Dapple Light = ‘ 10 7:6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) soe a 28 15 6 
», Bullnose (London Stations)... a <s 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . see oe a 25 19 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) oie one os 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) “ - 10 2 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . re 718 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks , (London 
Stations) ‘ 5 = 29 9 9 
3 in. do. “(London’Stations) — RF ae 35.7 9 
27 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ss oo 37 10 O 
23 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) os 15 18 6 
i ~ Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London i 
es) . ” 
2 ~q Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘Condon 
sites) . re 15 13 6 











2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red ‘Facings, Berk- 


shire district (London sites) ‘ 18 14 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... 7 18 14 0 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . = 42 17 6 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) in 13 14 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) a Ss ¢ 4 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 

Stretchers... % 64 0 0 

Headers A os ae ae of 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and sada in. . Flats oa Pe = 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... ae ane ues e 85 00 

Double Headers _... =~ ae ae tee pe 77 10 0 

One side and twoends .... es ia ee ms 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend .... ae6 aoe oes me 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints a 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 324 % for Best quality and 
plus 323% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLow CLay PArtTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads 
52 i iM. 4s ads eee 140 yds. Gas -- yd. sup. 45 
*23 in. eve 140 yds. ses . ae 4 8 
"Sans ren cavity) Rss 120 yds. S34 

BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) aes 110 yds. é Pa 5% 
*4 in. (6 cavity) pis 95 yds. sea & 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. <X 5} in.) 1,250 locks x . per 1,000 26 18 0 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 

72: es eee ae 100 yds. ee - per yd. sup. s 9 
ZEA. ~ css aaa ees 85 yds. oe ae ma 44 
Sa, ices ast Sys 75 yds. vas ks a aS 
4 in. nee ee ae 55 yds. ae baa Fé 6 § 

CRANHAM 
Z2iM. cee eee ove see wee see eee a 6 9 
2¢in. ... aes ne mae At see ose * 73 
- a see one = see aes coe - 8 9 
i Ae aks ae ‘a 10 9 
rf in. Load bearing quality . ies soe pei 11 10 

MOLER PARTITION “BLOCKS. 

Oa. Gee ‘ss sie 150 yds. <5 ae a 16 0 
2 ee ee = 120 yds. aS ae a 16 6 
3 = eee ane me 100 yds. “ei a i 17 0 


90 yds. 19 
LicntWHOUT CONCRETE Suan AND PARTITION BLOCKs OF VARIO 
SOURCES OF pianeiian 


aw 


21, sae Nee pee 100 yds. : Re Ps 5 10 
2}in. ... aon oes 80 yds. ee rey a 7 0 
3M, ave ose ase 65 yds. ae aes om 8 2 
ar eee bee 50 yds. aes oe Re 9 8 
44 in. ... = aes 44 yds. rs eee 10 4 
2 ie ats 33 yds. : im 13 10} 
THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
23 in. 144 yds. ie 7 0 
THERMALITE-YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOocks 

Zin, -~. 120 yds. ie $: 3 
a ar 90 yds. See. eee. Ae 11 0 
Sil, ccs ene — 72 yds ae cas te 13 § 
iis ese nes see 60 yds. me 16 6 
Skin. «.. a ses 42 yds. i 13 ¢ 

FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER TiLEs 

3 in. Floor Blocks -s in. ”s 12 in. demiacns in - 
lorry-loads ... ‘ — 1,000 = 1 0 
4 in. re ons eee es owe ; ss 610 0 
5 in. dO; is: sas “ aaa as os ie ri 19 48 
6 in. GO. a<- a ess eee <a tes * 49 19 0 
: = ~ nas one eee ee es ees is 61 8 0 
n. 71:19 O 
i KBP x re Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 multiples 42 15 0 
12° «x 4" x3" do. do. 13°15 9 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 
List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 


Best Quality... —24% +133% +20% 


BSS Best do. ... +10% —24% +10% +133% +10% +20% 
Tested Quality ... +37¢ %— 24% +373 %413 mA +373 4 +20% 
BSS Tested do. +474 %—23% +474%+132% +474%4+20% 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


£ 

3 in. Land ne sai (in = in. ee . per 1,000 11 
4 in. do. ‘as A 15 
6 in. do. 2. jen es pe eae aaa me 31 
9 in. GO: 2x: ses dub ‘a 59 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 

cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 

delivered London area os ee . per yd. sup. 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. em 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. 
18 in. » 9 in. British damp course slates ... - 5 000 43 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. PP 32 
9in. X 9 in. do. do. So 18 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. ee 19 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. ees vine oa 15 
9in. X 44 in. do. do. rea ae pi 10 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park . per ft. cube 


St. Aidhelm Box Ground — 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered aautuns area ,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ee ps 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R 
Southern Region .. aus ‘<a 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue ‘Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

Rubbed, weathered, 


” 


9 in. X 3 in. throated and. 


stooled cills ... : ..perft.cube 4 
12 in. X 6 in. do. "lee"... re = y 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated pik 2 
12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping os 3 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. ie ‘a 2 
44in. X 9in. Plinth rubbed on top and face 2 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
a edges coped for rendered brickwork 
oO. do. neath one ae for a faced 
S.. am aa ‘a 1 
Hard York— 
12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on ~~ 


.perft.cube 1 


and front ... .. perft.cube 2 
12in. X 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... iA 2 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes . per ft. sup. 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 


Lincolnshire district an ee aaa 29 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district mea aa ae 55 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... aes 59 


Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district a ros 15 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ... “ 14 


Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. see “a 1 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... eee eee 1 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} bee ee aa oe 8 


d Interlocking (49S) a ate 19 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 


1,000 actual. 

24x 12 a Gee ae me eee ave aaa 143 
ae % 2 we rep nae wes wan ais de 116 
7 ae oe 400 aaa Sola ae: nae was 105 
20 x 12 wwe he oan ae ous oe abe 99 
20 x 10 ies se cam aaa eae ate wie 94 
18 x 10 aa ref ase re aaa pee pre 65 
18x 9 wes cus aaa ae Sins iva a 57 
16 x 10 = Bsa aus ais cae a and 51 
16x 8 “om a nite 40 


Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality do. Be £97 to £102 
1 in. Tongued = Grooved Flooring do. £110 9 O 
Hardwood— 
ye aga —African S.E. do. per ft. cube 110 0 
Honduras do. do. pn a ae 
PS European do. do. te 2° 9" 
do. Japanese do. do. pe 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. pe 2900 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a SF 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. i 5 '¢ 
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DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. £ 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 

2 ft.Oin. x 6ft.6in. ... aaa ae ote each 1 

20..3in. X 61 Gime... ... at a pat iS 1 

2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... ee aad ie rts 1 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. x y 
2 in. do. but top panel. open. “Pattern io x G in deal 

2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. .. ” : 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 3 Ep 2 
2 in. 2 Panel, top panel Ss ” Pattern 2 x G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 - oa pee ad “a 2 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. cz aia ee “ << és 2 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 

1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 
$ in. do. (67 yds. tolton) ... “as 2 
2 in. do. (52yds.tolton) ... aid ‘ 
2} in. do. (45 yds. tolton) ... “ae p 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... 9» 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
” 100 sq. ft. 2 
3 in. Hee dan x < ete ss 2 
S in. do. ooo 3 
f, in. Asbestos Flat Building § Sheets” per yd. sup. 
in. “Se a eee me ie 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply aoe ese “ae ane - 
do. 2-ply “a “a aa “ae a 
Best Scotch Glue in thine on aus ese . per$cwt. 5 
pearl i at pa 5 
Croid “Glue ee : we ae 2 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) . oa -«.. per ton 73 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton Tots) . es as aa 69 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) po! +.» per cwt. 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ei pen Be 2 
METALS 
STEEL JoIsTs, ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin.,8in. X Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
London area ; . per ton 48 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X 1} in. 4in. X 1} in. ... “on “aa a 3 
3 in. X 3 in. pas aac eee sce eco * 2 
4in. X 3 in. aa aaa jes i ade oe 2 
10 in. X 44 in. ee = sen ‘eta a a 1 
Sin. X 2$ in. Sin. 3M. so sea aa a 1 
4} in. X 1} in. nee a ceo ee ieee i. 3 
Sin. X 4¢ in. Jin. X 3$in. 13 in. X Sin. a 
6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X Tein... «se pe a 2 
6 in. X 44 in. 7in. X 4 in. 8 in. ——-? 1 
9in. X 4 in. 101..%5 «c a ‘ % 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. X 7in. ... saa See i 1 
Jin. xX 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. X 8 in. 
14 in. x 5} in. 14 in. X 6 in. 14in. X 8 in 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in Ps 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 
18 in. x 8 in 20 in. X 6% in. — x 7$ in.) 
Steel angles average price... Peo ie 50 
Steel tees average price oie ine a 51 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted ‘oa pee aid a 67 
Compound girders... ais saa aaa aaa = 74 
Stanchions ia wae an aia aa ‘a 79 
Compound stanchions — , a ies ea 84 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins _ we dy is 97 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and } in., } in. and { in. bolts average 
price London area +. per cwt. 5 


FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
to BSS785 ex — Stock ~ in. diam., and 


upwards - per ton 46 
din. diam. ... enn aa ot was aes » extra 
fim Ge se ‘en pon iss oa aes Ps 
gin. do. ... aed ote aR eek ide ea + 
om. Gah a see aad Bs 3 


Mp STEEL Tuses 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
Galvanised Tube— Mall 


Under 1 ton Overlton W.1I. Fittings Fittings 

Class A +124% + 74% Light +35% Mallcable List 
Class B +24 % +19 % Heavy +424% -—25%+40% 
Class C +423% +373% 

Black— 
Class A — 8% —134% Light +223% Maileable List 
ClasB + 44% 3% Heavy +304% — 25% 
Class C +193% 41449 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. ose wee ase 3/114 3/6 
34 in. ean ‘a ots 4/34 3/10 
4in. va ~.! ose 5/64 4/4 
4tin. saa nt dae Be we =: 6/18 4/10 
5 in. aa vs ae ee. ise 5/3 
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List prices and following discounts : 


eable 


Stop 
Ends 
i/- 
1/- 


1/10 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Sto 
Gutters Nozzle Ends 
BO Wacess  yiass? Sse. ress) cops os SS 4/7 1/3 
ng hae i eee ae 5/84 4/7 1/6 
< a ae : 6/34 4/10 1/10 
4h in. : 6/94 5/6 2/1 
5 in. sy 7/5} 6/4 2/5 
“CL " RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ne Pipe Bends __ Branches 
20D. ive 8/5} 4/4 6/3 
2$ in. . oe atk coe 8/54 4/10 8/4 
BN sie. ken eka lies 9/6 6/- 9/- 
K] 2 ee bee 10/94 7/1 10/10 
4 in. * a ee 12/6 8/7 12/10 
: “LCG. -CoareD Sort Pires 
21M. — ave ae es 9/74 7/5 9/- 
23 _ Sees ree : 10/13 8/3 11/3 
ees 11/44 9/- 13/4 
3hin. ... a 12/84 11/3 15/6 
an... 14/54 12/6 18/4 
Above prices for ntti, rain- aowater and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 20% 


and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 
L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 


2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


In 9-fts. 

' cwt. qt. > ~ yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. om oe | 33/6 23/- 1/- 
6 in. ae os 2-0 ul 49/2 61/3 98/- 

AsBEsTos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. site peryd. 4/3 4/64 5/6 7/34 
Shoes... ses each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 
Single Branches - pes eae - 4/4 5/1 6/1 8/6 
Bends square or obtuse sue a 3/- 3/4 4/4 6/1 
Swan Necks rhs in. proj. obs x 3/4 44 4/10 6/9 
me in. eS 3/7 4/4 5/5 7/3 
ASBESTOS O. G. GuTTERs AND FITTINGS 
4in 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths eo per yd. 4/1 4/54 5/4 6/44 
Drop ends it ae ee. each 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Stop ends aes = ae * 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles aos aie ave Re 3/4 3/10 4/8 5/5 
Nozzles ies eke os me 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Union Clips Se 1/7 1/11 2/4 2/8 
ASBESTOS HaALF-RounD GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 6in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... peryd. 2/10 3/44 3/54 4/1 5/8 
Drop ends ... eos CRCK 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 
Stop ends ... ae me -/11 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles see abe im 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4/10 
Nozzles van ges es 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 
Union Clips ase ng 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 
Per ton basis 
in —_ 
ye 
Iron—Staffordshire esi ahernent wig ll 49 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars cee 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops is has ons = om 442 6 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C. ~ - 


20 gauge see aan eae ose see 

24 gauge ae cox aes eae ase mae 

26 gauge Fe wee oe 
Galvanised Corrugated s sheets . ft. to 9 ft 

20 gauge oes jon ove 

24 gauge ee ce sit ei eae «oe 

26 gauge ... ae abe 
Galvanised flat sheets CR R. and c i os 

20 gauge ae a aoe 

24 gauge a8 ies ie wes 

26 gauge 


“Ex Merchant’s 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base prices) 

Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) , 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) __ ... 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) ¢€. 

Coiled strip ‘for flashing 99.7 % purity 22 SWG (12 i in. 
wide) . 

Corrugated “sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility "Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 + 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20S 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS. ¥y Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20 SWG . 

Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding 

Extruded section BS 1476 EiC 1 in. diam. round 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle __... 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. our 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG.. 

Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 13 in. O/D x SWG 


per 


per sheet 1 12 


. per Tb. 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£40 
58 2 
60 12 
63 12 


66 10 
70 0 
to 5 


68 0 
71 10 
76 15 
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THE BUILDER 


July 12 1957 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 

All per doz. sin. fin. Lin. Ifin. lhin. 2in 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 

head for iron si 87/— 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. 109/— 158/5 

Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/— 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 

Plumbers’ union _— lead to 
iron ; 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 

ldin. 1hin. 2in. 3in. 3hin. 4in 

Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 
Brass sleeves a ~~ SL 56/2 74/10 91/5 
14x6lb. 14X61b. 2X7Ib. 3x7Ib. 

Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
Screws . ee - 68/6 85/6 137/- 234/- 
Lead S. trap do. ies «. 83/- 102/6 168/3 302/- 
Solder & 
Plumbers’ oe eae eee 1 cwt. lots 332/- 14 lb. lots per lb. 3 6 
Tinmen’s ve ae eee »  » 408/- is >». 2 
Blow pipe... ace ‘ceo oe «= ie ee 


CopPpeR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 253d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

; ga, d. d. 
4in. <x 19 gauge 143 Total per lb. 40} approx per ft. 11 
Zin. x 19 ” eee 3 ” ” 383 ” ” 5 
1 mm X16 ” eee 113 ” ” 374 ” ” 23} 
Itin. x 18 ,, soe 107 a 7, Oe i ‘eo 28 
Idin. x 18 ,, - =10$ “ OR tas » 334 
274s KA 124 384 “ » 53¢ 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic ie 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton £267 0 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) pe PA $ 6 ¢ 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWwG) es < 8. 53 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic price, plus ome ne cssinremaasal 
ing extras... ae «-- per Ib. 1 94 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 
£ e¢@ 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 130 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ate ss 132 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. aut eA 134 0 0 
over 4 in. dia. ‘ eee a 136 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe is ars = 134 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities — 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under | ton =e * eee per cwt. 20 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. ae oe eae ae * 40 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. F he = 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current tuade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £80 15s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads — over Delivered on _ per ton $ 2 
do. hite do. me $1] 3 
Siripite Coarse > do. ise an 8 4 3 
do. Fine do. do. owe 7 8 12 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads aes oad +00 ee 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. = otk eis ae 5 17 6 
do. (White) do oP con tee a 6 5 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. ove one ase pa a! eee 
do. (White) do. aie és * 5 14 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... a 11 11S 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in — loads sae re 11 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ~ ives A 210 1 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 4 
1,200 yds. .. me 3t 
Do. Sceienlog do. “Zin. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... re 3 0 
1,200 yds. ia 2 if 
Gypeun! Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one Poeey 
Delivered site 335 “ee Pe 2.a5 
1,200 yds... ef 2 6 
Do. ee do. “Zin. thick 600 yds. and over 
‘ss delivery. Delivered site ... oe = ; a 
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pAINT 


Delivered 
Ceiling L 
Washable 
Gloss Pa 
Snowcerr 


Ground ' 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Size XD 

Raw Lin 
Boiled L 


Turpenti 
do. 

Solignun 

Creosote 


Paste Po 
White Li 


VARNI 


Deliveres 
Oak Var 
Oak Pale 
Hard Dr 
Crystal 1] 
Eggshell 
Finest C 
Front D 
Japan G 
Black Ja 
Brunswi 
Berlin B 
Tereben« 
Knottins 
French ¢ 


GLASS 


Delivere 
18 oz. S! 
24 oz. 
26 oz. 
32 oz. 
3 in. Ro 
dé in. ar 











1. 2in, 


6 917/6 
6 1389/6 
— 93/6 
ee 


6 165/- 
. 4in. 
10 155/3 
10 91/5 
3X7 Ib. 


234/- 
302/- 
8. d, 
lb. 3 6 


1 
3 


Peery 


IS gauge 
} cwt. 


CAe 
Mnw 
2aAo 


1 9 


London 


_ 


coocouy 
cocoo 


Ard 
ooo 


~_ 
_ 
2 sf DR NAOCASSAAwwow 


wwe NN 
2> 








THE BUILDER 


July 12 1957 


pAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper 
Washable Distemper 
Gloss Paint 


Snowcem cement paint ‘dn 1 cwt. drums) . 


a per gal. 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons 


Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 4 lots in 1 tal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. x 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. ™ 


Size XD quality 28 Ib. 


Raw Linseed Oil ¥ gal.) drums, extra. saa ly 


Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) 


per gal. 
keg. 
ane 
per gal. 
oe aga pe - 
SUNDRIES 


ntine —- (5 oo drums extra ... as re 
Lie 0 gal.) do. do. ... tae i 
Solem. a... (5.gal. cans) Exterior... ove a 


Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 


Paste Powder (1 ‘Ib. packets) 


White Lining Paper 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area 


Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 


Oak Pale Copal do. 


Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 


Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish . 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 


Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 


per Ib. 


“ae +. per piece 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 


24 oz. ” ” ” 
4 = » ” 


ve "Rolled Plate 


# in. and 4 in. Rough Cast ‘ 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 
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per ft. super 
d 


4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard saningaaaele Ss <¢& 
White Group 1 10} 
do. Group 2.. noe was aaa ie 1 2 
do. Standard Tints _ 1 8 
do. Special Tints . 3 4 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, "Reediyte and 
Luminating one 3 3 ee 
din. Wired Cast... an sae ee 3 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast.. eh ees 1 35 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B. 53 x 53 x 3gin. ore aa a a 
P.B.3 i es oe oe ssa aa 5 0 
P.B.32 7} Xx 7h MeSET | Kee roa ae eco 5 0 
Radiused crcl Blocks to iene daa with— 
P.B.2 daa eee 6 0 
P.B.3 aa ‘ee ee aaa ska an eco 7 6 
| a + Si 7 Ee per 7 6 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2ft.sup. ... Tas sae 3 10 
ie pe = a aaa tee 49 
- A 45 ft. sup. ... we ae » ee 
e i cs 100 ft. sup. ... aie dea 6 0 
4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 
100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. 
quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way 
or 135 in. both ways ... oon 9 0 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto “ag aaa tw i 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. 4 


Description of Glass quantity Ss. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... waa én pees .. 3,000 ‘4 
24 0z. ,, * ave as eee i“ RR 
26 - a a aa os ae aa eos + CH 
320 Kas axa ea hae aa aa 1 of 
$ in. "Rolled Plate ... 1,000 8 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White Group]... 1,000 of 

do. Group2 . 1,000 1 

$ in. Pinstripe, Seeennidinn Reeded, ‘Lumina- 

ting and Spotlyte Group 3. «» 1,000 11} 
#s in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or  ieasli Cast --- 2,000 1 0 
+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal pay <<, oe | 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast a aaa <«- 2 oS a 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 








hford (Kent) 
hford a i ee sevecveud A 
en UD “a 





FREES 






































































KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. 
Grade Classification. A Al Bridgnorth MB A 
Bri 
Craftsmen... we 4/6 4/54 | > coer a 
Labourers ... aaa 3/114 3/11 Brierfield... A 
Brighouse MB... A 
Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Brighton & Hove mn en 
BRIES i vkcctitesnsneiiot Al PD cstaiscpusnndoseanacd A ONCE oo cecsnctecessecesees A =e Al 
ee ae Al oe CP asssreses A Blackwell RD sooh Bromsgrove UD a 
ads cthndun cbacnsakala tae Blandford ..... .Al Broughton, Flint A 
Beeston = Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD A Buckfastleigh Al 
MNOS. do ccacigsniidincties Iper Blidworth A Buckingham .. Al 
Bakewell UD Blyth B. ... A dew 
Banbury ...... Berkhamsted Bodmin .... Al Al 
MINI sa tusnckunsenctuccsecuds Berrington Bognor Regis ..... ey 
Barnard Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough ............ A } | eee ee A 
Barnoldswick UD ..... . Beverley MB ne RNVNT ID a vinccccccnneceecs A 
Barnsley CB ........006 wdley PRION © crcetguactocnssasebemnnenns 
Barnstaple _ ............ Bexhill-on-Sea . Al Boston MB 
Barrow-in-Furness o Bourne End 
Barrow-upon-Soar RD Bournemouth District 
_ Thrussington) ...... Al Brackley MB 
NNN «can cap Sct penn taddaasseaaate A Bracknell ........ . 
Basford RD (exc. Willough- | Fee A 
by-on-the-Wolds A1) ...... A Bradford-on-Avon ae: 
ONE sc acwésincdsdesced Al EES os 
Brandon & Byshottless UD A 
Brecon—Borough of......... Al 
Breconshire, County of ... $Al 
Brent Knoll .. -Al 
Bishop’s Stortford Brentwood Nae’ S 
a Castle M Bridgend ...... A 
ispham ........ Bridlington MB A 
Blockbura eussaucanesndecseesen Bridlington RD .......s0.0008 Al 































































CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. Grads. 
MONG ATTY sascsscisssanncass Po 
Carmarthen Norough of.. “al 
nt naan @f tal 


Carnforth... oceccccecoeces 


Castielord UD sovonsevsonveosle 
Caterham ... secvocoesde 
( hepel-en-ie- rrnh eerece A 
Chard ; cuca 
Charmy Doen ner 
Chatham District ......0.....A 
eee i 
Cheadle (Stafis) RD .........A 
Chelmsford .......... woceceececs A 
ORRIERIIRD ' scscc scnsecoscosescin a 
Chepstow ecceccceveccss A 
oe aS evccccees A 
ETE serererer, | 
Chester-le-Street UD ......... A 
Chesterfield MB ........ woocensdt 
Chesterfield RD ........c0008-- A 
SCONE... <caccacmnscsooneee 
Chipping Norton ...... aes 
Chipping Sodbury _.........Al 


Chippenham (inc. Chippes- 
ham With and Harden- 






Re ee ee 
Chorley ~ ° 
Clrencester Al 
Clacton ,. “xe Al 
ley Crowe UD & 
Cleethorpes MB Ak 
Chevedtonm ..., Al 
@ beveleves |... Ber 
CUthere@ oo... A 
Coalville UD ,....., eevee 
Copham (Surrey) s.ccceceeeeA& 
Cok hester cocenevesscososcsde 
MMIRID | <s;>sccnanunhpeceuenebesueen & 
Colwyn Ray ES 
ponte a sobbaaaaeneee neem S! Al 
Consett UD socesee 
Conway ........ eaeerooe eves. 


A 
Cornwall, County of......3Al 
Corsham District ..,.0006....A 


Coventry CB. maaennene 


Cranbrook ....... eee 
Cranie: Al 
pee Aerodrome Sise ... A 
| Eee acaeenseee ‘al 
Crewkerne ........ aetieerreee 
Cronk and Willington 

ID  \ 


Crowborough ....cceceseee Al 
eS eee 
Cwmbran .--ccccescsessocsesssecedd 


Dalton-in-Purness .......0.00.A 


Darlington CB .......ccc000.- A 
SPRURROIT  snxesccavcnssecees “ 
Derwen ... ceaeecne 

— DED coscccscccnaee “at 


Death Tows . <omseuunesecseeeee 
Derby CB secesessossensseneee 


Devizes ... ae 
Devon, Coumy ~ mens: 3Al 
Dewsbury CB ..... -icemesenees A 
SOMOS evcwecccucpaneun eovsecceAt B 
Das... RS * | 
Lo gs as 

Dorchester... ..e08 weoncsenstue 
Dorking .. askcteus Ge 
Dorset, “county cue omen 
Dovercourt ......cscsceeseee aaa 
oe) i) eee Al 
Drigg & Carletom ............A 
Drouwich MB.. wn 
Dudiey CB. sesseseenel 
EE 


Durham B ........ ee 


eter eeeeeesene 


Kesteven RD. 
Past Retford MB 










Pastwood (Notts) UD......A 
Ebbw Vale & wiasanaien oy 
ae enone vwAl 





Epping ....... 
Evesham sed enseweeesons: 
Exeter 


crvcccccescrcceseeoee 


ee vescocccoons 


Pakenharm ....cccc.ccseceseees All 
Falmouth seerececcereacewences fh 





Faversham — ..........cecereeAl 





°For Birk 


Weonan’s Ratenx—Ile ef districts 
caf processes, 3a, 344. per hour. 





eabeed , Liverpool end Londoa the rates are 
Labourers, 40. 044. Gites 24, par working Gap. This is the County rave 


Town. Sente 
Pelinstowe vrccrcccceseererrenAl 


ley UD A 
WONG  erccccocvcesceccccsecth 


vo RS : 
oe I « 
ED. scissoctsccnseenesbsel 


Gainsborough UD ......0000..A 
Gateshead CB ....... ecnccescees 

Gillingham (Dorset) .....00.-Al 
Gillingham (Kent).....,...00. A 
a & Street ......Al 





lomop seerecccccccrseccecces 
enone See ot ta 

loucest Caty. 
Goole, MB ,...... Sapaseuee nee 
Goote RD (part—Ainmyn, 

H A 

eee eocceccccsecneeA 

Grantham MB... 
Rene 


A 
Grays Thurrock _ Ares. * 
Oreat Yarmouth . 
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Protection of Stone 


AT Lloyds Chambers, illustrated in The 
> Builder, April 26, this year, the whole 
of the British polished Portland stone hning 
to the entrance halls was painted on the back 
and edges with RIW No. 110 damp resisting 
compound prior to erection. The steelwork 
cf the same building was protected by RIW 
No. 110A damp resisting paint applied in 
two coats. From R.1.W. Protective Pro- 
ducts Co., Ltd., 325, Whitehorse-rd., Croy- 
don, Surrey. 


Wood Floor Treatment 


Designed for both the treatment of new 
and old floors, “Syntcko® is a Swedish pro- 
duct marketed from St. Margarct’a Worka, 
Lewester. Ut penetrates the pores of the 
wood and gradually hardens to reinforce the 
fibres against wear and discolouration. 


New School Kitchen 


Ixworth Modern Secondary School, de- 
signed for the West Suffolk Ccunty Council 
Education Committee by John Creese, OBE, 
ARIBA, County Architect, has kitchen 
equipment supplied by the General Electric 
Co., Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, WC2. 


Honeycombed-core Panels 


Two new applications of the * Dufaylite’ 
honeycomb core are announced by Flexo. 
Plywood Industries, Ltd., South Chingford, 
London, E4. The first is an eight by four 
building panel made in three thicknesses, 
1 in., 14 in. and 2 in. The second is r 
melamine plastic surfaced sheet in the usuas 
eight by four size and available either as a 
1/20 in. laminate for vencering, or already 
bonded to another sheet material such as 
hardboard, plywood or block board. 


Brick Folder 


A folder containing coloured keaflets 
illustrating various examples of their brick- 
work has been issued by Eastwoods, Ltd., 
188 and 160, City-road, London, ECI. 
Examples include yellow stock facings, 
Hampshire multi-coloured stock facings and 
Fiction facings. 


Heat-bonding Compound 


Holt heat-bonding compound, called 
*Fireseal,” is made by Douglas Holt (Est. 
1919), Lid., New Addington, Surrey. It is 
Claimed that the hotier it gets the harder it 
sets and it is suggested for use when in- 
staliing slow combustion fires, sealing flues 
and joints and replacing loose tiles. 


Shallewe Channel Duct System 


A shallow channel duct cable distribution 
system has been developed by General Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
WC2?. The channel duct is made from 
16 swg mild steel, finished with grey enamel 
inside and outside and supplied in 6 ft. sec- 
tions, Each section is comnete with a 
removable cover, fish-plate coupler, saddle 
bridge to cover the butt joint, and a copper 


one 7 


>| 


earth link. The cover ovesiaps the base 
section to which it is secured by means of 
screws witn captive nuts. To provide multi- 
channel duct 16 swg dividing partitions are 
fitted to the base section. Fish-plates, with 
holes for fixing screws, extend on either 
side of the duct. The mushroo:n ncad 
sherardized-steel screws supplied are 80 
fitted in the duct as to give a smooth interior 
for the drawing in of cables. Single, twin 
or triple compartment duct is available in 
standard sizes of 6 in. x 3 in. internal, 6 in. 
x 1 in. internal, 9 in. x Q in. internal and 
9 in. x J in. internal, although duct of any 
required depth will be manufactured. Solid 
welded duct with sleeve coupling is avail- 
able ns an alternative. Terminal stop ends, 
horizontal 9O deg. and 45 deg. bends, ver- 
tical 90 deg. bends, flanged outlet adaptors 
and bellmouth outlets are available for 
each size and type of duct. Expansion 
joints, if required, can be arranged in the 
run of duct at any specified point. Junction 
boxes fabricated in mild stecl for use with 
the duct measure 11} in. x 11} in. x depth 
to suit the duct size, the base extends } in. 
on every side and can be supplied drilled 
to take holding-down screws. 





; st. ip 


SPUN SOIL PIPES.—New plant 
installed at Croydon fur Federated 
Foundries, Lid., 4, Stratford-place, 
London, W1, is producing pipes with a 
single fixing lug which does not project 
from the side of the socket. When 
installed this pipe has a particularly 
neat appearance, the fixing being con- 
cealed behind the next pipe to be fixed. 
This method of manufacture produces 
more even castings and a specially 
smooth interior 


Clothes Marking 


J. E. Lesser & Sons, Ltd., manufacturers 
of ‘Jeltek” protective clothing, announce a 
new service of permanently marking gar- 
ments with the customer's own name, 
badge or emblem. This entails using the 
silk-screen method whereby letters or em- 
blems are reproduced with equal fidelity. 
Two types of special ink are used; for PVC 
garments, the ink impregnates the material 
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Smmiiarly, for donkey jackets, duffle con! 
etc., the process is the same although a 
dierent ink is used. The service is avail- 
able in a wide range of colours, 


Leadwork for Plumbers 


This periodical review about the we of 
lead sheet and pipe is pubiished by the f cad 
Sheet and Pipe Council in association with 
the Lead Development Association, of 
Eagle Hous, Jermyn-street, London, SWi 
This issue contains articles on shori con- 
mnections, lead weatherings, ‘Coverings in 
Contixst’ illustrating a mew church in 
Liverjool, and a description of a use for a 
six-inch soil pipe. 

Wall Grill Unit 

An independent gas-operated wall unit for 
grilling which has a ring bouler in the bottom 
18 announced by Cannon (GA), Ltd, Dcep 
fields, Bilston, Staffs Available eithes 
white of cream porcelain enamel finish, the 
everall dimenuone are, width, 21 in 
with the grill closed, 4) in 
height, 145 in; 


» depth 
. open, thd in; 
with platerackh, 19) in 


Laminated Plastic Patterns 


A new series of patterns has been added 
to the Warenite ranze of laminated plastics 
produced by Bake! te, Ltd. The new pat- 
terns are being featured in an exhibition 
at the company’s showrooms at 12, 
Grosvenor-gardens, London, SWI. 


TRADE NEWS 
Window Display Competition 
RECOGNISING the importance of the 

window display as a means of keeping 
the public in touch with the latest develop- 
ment in space heating, Hurseal, Ltd., 229, 
Regent-st., London, W1, have decided to in- 
augurate a National Window Display Com- 
petition. Open toail Hurseal and *‘Hurdapta’ 
Stockists, the compet.tion opens on October 
15 and will be held arnually. Fo the winner 
goes a cash prize of £150, pilus a new Hur- 
seal TV 4 oi!-filled electric panel radiator. 
Radiators of this type also accompany the 
second and third prizes, £75 and £$0, respec- 
tively, and are offered as merit awards to the 
ten runners-up. 


New Cataloque 


A new catalogue has been compiled by 
J. E. Lesser & Sons, Lid.. of Green-lane, 
Hounslow, Middlesex, entitled ‘Industrial 
Equipment.’ It also contains some very use- 
ful weights, measures and other items of 
fundamental] information at the back. 


Timber in Stock 


A list of landed stock of plywood, block- 
board and laminated board has been pub- 
lished by C. F. Anderson & Son, Ltd., of 
Islington, London, N1. 


Multi-storey Car Park 


Following upon the announcement of a 
new multi-storey car park for the Pearce 
Service Station, in Cronwall-street, Pir- 
.mingham, it has now been released that the 
City Engineer of Birmingham has prepared 
preliminary details for a 600-car design pro- 
ject for the inner ring road of the city. Both 
these projects have been designed with the 
use of car lifts by Wm. Wadsworth & Sons, 


and becomes part of it. Therefore the im- Ltd., of Bolton, in mind. A typical cxampic 
pression will not peel off, crack or fade. was published in The Builder, April 5 last. 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA.—Architects are designing 
new and unusual types of buildings for 
Canberra. The new Anglican church of St. 
Phillip’s features a rcund chapel of steel 
and cenciete, and is c vered with a copper 
shin which will be spr. yed on to the siruc- 
ture. Lighting is through a large window 
over the sanctuary, and the seating will con. 
serge radially on to the altar... . The Aus- 
tralian Academy of Science will be housed 
in a building of a dome design. This will 
be constructed of a thin concrete shell, with 
arched openings at the base, supported on a 
concrete rind girder, set in an annular pool. 
Ihe dome will be covered with copper 
sheets and glass lights.... Australia’s tropical 
port of Darwin, in the Northern Territory, 
is to have two new breweries. Swan 
Hrewery Co., Ltd., of Melbourne, will 
operate one of these through a subsidiary 
company, the Stewart Brewery Ltd. Initial 
capenditure will be about £400,000 on 
ouldings, plant and staff residences. Carl- 
ton and United Breweries Lid., of Mel- 
bourne, have announced plans to build one 
in Darwin. 


CHINESE REPUBLIC.--It has now been 
announced that Shanghai is to be enlarged 
hy the addition of some 1,500 acres of land 
to be laid out for industrial development. 

lans are being prepared for a paper machin- 
ery plant, 600 acres will be devoted to pre- 
cision instrument making, at the South- 
western side of the city, and a large area 
of the Northern outskirts will be used as a 
machine building centre. . . . ‘The Canton 
aiunicipal authority has begun construction 
of new harbour works at Whampoa, com- 
prising a concrete paved reception area of 
21,700 square metres, waiting accommoda- 
tion for 300 passengers, and 18 dormitory 
buildings to house 700 dock workers. .. . 
At Tsam Kong, in South China, a wharf for 
oil tankers in under construction. 


HONG KONG.—Royal Interocean Lines 
operating to South America and around the 
bar East, with head office in Amsterdam, 
are to build a $5m. office and godown in 
Java road, Hong Keng, on a site which cost 
$1,200,000. The six-storey building is being 
designed by Palmer & Turner, FRIBA, and 
will include a cold storage plant for ships 
supplics, a pier, offices, canteens, etc. 

‘The first of three apartment houses 
'o be built by a group of investors with 
$10m. to spend is nearing completion at the 
Bowen-Road Garden-road junction at the 
foot of the Peak Architects are Palmer & 
Turner, Ft RIBA; and the contractors, Tsin 
Heng, of Hong Keng. This first block con- 
tains 42 self-contained European-ype flats. 
. . + The Hong Kong Malayan Association 
plans to build a club house in Hong Kong 
with the assistance of the Government of 
Malaya. Mr. Lee Man Kit, Secretary of the 
Association, is visting Malaya’s Chief 
Minister to discuss the project. . . . Land 
sales at Kun Tong, new industrial area out- 
side Kowloon, are proving popular amongst 
local investors, A site of 100,000 sq. ft. was 
recently purchased at auction by CD Silas, 
textile manufacturer, for $1,109. for a 
textile processing plant be designed by 
G. D. Su, Authorised Architect. A second 


site, of 20,000 sq. ft. was bought by Y. T> 
Shu, for $317,000 for Silk Textiles, Ltd... . 
Tenders have been invited for a reinforced 
concrete police station at Tsun Wan, New 
Territories, for which a sum of $2m. has 
been allowed in the Colony’s estimates. The 
station will have a charge room and admini- 
strative offices on the ground floor, whilst 
three upper floors will house six inspectors 
and 180 men. In a separate building there 
will be four flats for married officers and 
their families. Plans are by the Architec- 
tural Office, PWD (Acting Chief Architect, 
Mr. J. C. Charter, ARIBA, AA.Dip.), and 
because of a shortage of staff the design is 
similar to a police station built in 1949 at 
Kowloon City. ... During recent rains in the 
Colony a road bridge at Kam Tin, New 
Territories, collapsed. Tenders have now 
been called for for the removal of the col- 
lapsed bridge from the stream bed, and the 
construction of a new reinforced concrete 
structure. 


HONG KONG.—The Nurses and Mid- 
wives Association plan to build a six-storey 
headquarters at Morrison Hill, Wanchai, 
estimated to cost $500,000. The building 
is to have an auditorium, primary school, 
welfare centre and dormitory accommoda- 
tion. .. . A tomb of the late Han period 
(A.D. 25-220) has been discovered at Li 
Cheng Uk village, Shamshiupo, during the 
levelling of a low hill for a building site. 
The site will be turned into a small park and 
the tomb preserved as a museum piece... . 
Five tenders have been received by the 
Government in response to their advertise- 
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ment for offers to establish and operate a 
commercial radio station. Hong Kong al- 
ready have a Government Broadcasting 
system, Rediffusion, Television by wire, and 
may now be the first British Colony to have 
two radio stations. ... The question of a 
cross harbour bridge to connect Victoria 
with Kowloon has again come into promin- 
ence with an ‘island-hopping’ scheme put 
forward dy Mr. K. Watson, prominent local 
business man. This scheme is estimated to 
cost between $129m. and $141m., not allow- 
ing credit for the possible reclamation of 
27,000,000 sq. ft. of land which would result, 


KOREA.—It is reported that work will 
start during May on three steel-processing 
mills at the Inchon plant of the Dai Han 
Heavy Industry Corporation. The con- 
struction, which is to be carried out under 
contract by the West German firm of 
Demag, is scheduled for completion by 
September, 1958, and will provide a bloom- 
ing mill, a bar mill, and a sheet mill capaole 
of producing 120,000 tons of stec! annually. 
Demag have also constructed an open 
hearth furnace for the Corporation which 
has been in production since November, 
1956. .. . The Standard Steel-Corporation of 
Los Angeles have announced that they are 
to build two fish canneries and a fish meal 
and oi! plant in Korea for the UN Korean 
Reconstruction Agency. One cannery and 
the reduction plant will be at Pohang on 
the east coast and the other cannery on the 
island of Nora-do off Korea's south coast. 
. .- Standard Oil, Gulf Oil, and Caltex are 
said to have been invited to conduct surveys 
in connection with the construction of an oil 
refinery to replace the now derelict refinery 
at Colsan on the south-east coast. If the 
project materialises the Colsan site js un- 
likely to be used again. . . . Contracts have 
been let for the construction of an 18-mile 
railway line to link the Chunju fertilizer 
plant with the Hambaik coal fields. Ex- 
tending from Mokhyang near the plant site 
to Pongyang, the line will connect through 
Chechon to the south of Pongyang with the 
recently opened Hambaik-Yongwol line. 
Total construction costs will exceed £3m. 


NORTH BORNEO.—The North Borneo 
Railways have invited tenders for the con- 
struction of a reinforced concrete and brick 
Passenger Station at Jesselton. Plans are 
by Minutti and Partners, P.O. Box 363. 
Jesselton, who expect to let the contract in 
August. 


SARAWAK.—Sarawak Oilfields, Ltd., a 
subsidiary of Shell, have completed the con- 
struction of a £250,000 sterling drilling 
station at Siwa, some eight miles off the 
coast. The company plans to drill 6,000 
to 8,000 feet into the bed of the South China 
Sea. 


SOUTH VIETNAM.—A credit of about 
£Lim. is to be devoted to the erection of 
cheap housing by the Department of Recon- 
struction and Urbanism. . . . Three experts 
from the US company Messrs. Parsons and 
Whittemore have visited Vietnam to under- 
take a study of # project for the establish- 
ment of a paper factory. Most of the 
capital for this scheme is to be provided by 
Vietnamese. shareholders who have formed 
a joint enterprise with the American firm 
under the presidency of a notable 
Vietnamese businessman. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


‘Union of South Africa.—The Union's 
Tender and Supplies Board, 291, Bogman-st., 
PO Box 371, Pretoria, invites tenders by 
Ju'y 25 for woodworking machinery (21 pieces 
in all «Tender documents may inspected 
ai Room 805, Export Services Branch, Lacon- 
hve., WCI, from where @ photosiat copy may 
be obtained on payment 12s. (cheques pay- 
alve Chicf Accountant, Board of Trade). Ref.: 
LSB 16075/57. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 738.) 





Prefabricated Buildings, Nassau 


*Mr. L. W. Lord, 6129, Dorothea-street 
New Orleans, 22, Louisiana, has told the 
British Consulate General at New Orleans 
that he is forming a company to import pre- 
fabricated parts from Western Europe, 
assemble them in Nassau, and from there 
supply the United States and Central and 
South American markets. To begin with, 
it is intended to construct air-conditioning 
units. 

Mr. Lord would be grateful to have, as 
soon as possible, details and quotations from 
United Kingdom manufacturers for pre- 
fabricated factory buildings, the details of 
which are as follows: Single storey to cover 
15.000 sq. ft. Minimum clearance to eaves 
14 ft. Shape of building, about 80 ft. x 
180 ft. 12 ft. wide doors on three sides re- 
quired. Roof ventilators suitable for 
climatic conditions, 

Mr. Lord asks that the quotations should 
be given in two ways, both cif Nassau in 
dollars: (i) The building to be with side walls 
containing the maximum number of windows 
possible; and (ii) The building without side 
walls. 

Manufacturers interested should air mail 
direct to Mr. Lord, copying their initial 
correspondence to the British Consulate 
General, 403, International Trade Mart, New 
Orleans, La., to enable the inquiry to be 
pursued. (Ref.: ESB/16651/57:  Tel.: 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776 or 866). 


Trade Shot, Toronto, 1958 


The second Canada Farm and Industrial 
Equipment Trade Show will be held in the 
Coliseum Building, Exhibition Park, 
Toronto, from January 29 to February 1, 
1958. It is designed to include, in addition 
to agricultural equipment and supplies, con- 
struction and road-building machinery and 
industrial equipment. British _ firms 
interested in exhibiting at this show should 
get in touch directly or through their agents 
with the organisers at the followihg 
address: Mr. Len L. Sykes, Canada Farm 
and Industrial Equipment Trade Show Ltd., 
40 Wellesley-street East, Toronto $, Ontario. 
The exhibitions and Fairs Branch of the 
Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds- 
road. WC. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 
435) will answer inquiries. (Ref.: E. & F. 
503; $7). 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Joun C. Grist has been appointed 
Beneral sales or of Blaw Knox, Lid., suc- 
ceeding Mr. E. F. B. Dyxes. who is sales 
director. Mr. R. C. Caner has been appointed 

¢ Sales manager. 

Mr. ALan Watson has been appointed assis- 
tant tc Mr. Geoffrey Law, general sales man- 
Seer of the Redland Tile Group. 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
ormrst:on Service. The telephone number 
aod cxicnsion at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Sermce 
Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WCi, 

Where further information can be obtained. 








Queen's College Extension 


A £420,000 extension to Queen's College, 
Dundee, incorporating a 140 ft. high 
I-storey block has been approved by the 
University Avthorities. Architect is Prof. 
R. H. Matthew of the Chair of Architecture 
Edinburgh University. 
, The present frontage of the College con- 
sists of a group of older houses which were 
standing when the University College 
premises were created there in 1883; these 
will be demolished this autumn when work 
Starts on the project. The block will be 
flanked on the east by a new library and on 
the west by a large hall, seating 800 to 1,000, 
to be built at a later date. 

The library will be the first phase of the 
project with the Il-storey tower as the 
sccond phase; funds available from delayed 
work at St. Andrews will allow both stages 
to proceed simultaneously. In the central 
tower will be a main hall, with upper floors 
of lecture rooms. 

Other developments pending at Queen's 
College are a new floor for chemistry 
department work, a physics section, and a 
civil and mechanical engineering block, 
work on which is expected to start in 1961. 


Housing Figures 


THE number of new houses completed in 
Scotland in May was 2,861. This is shown 
in the monthly return of the Department 
of Health for Scotland and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, published 
on July 2. 


The total built in May, 1956, was 2,097. 


ACCOUNTING & COSTING 
SYSTEMS FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDERS 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, 
London, W.1. 











PRICE S/- (by post 5/6) 








Published by: 
The Builder Led., Builder House, 


Catherine St., Aldwych, W.C.2. 
TEMPLE BAR 6251 (6 lines) 














SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 27, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkacy, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftemen 4. 64; Labourers 3s. 114d 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman's raie. 44 hours. 
s. 4d, 
# ea aa ca ae 49 6 
ind - as so Sam (4 0 
3rd a a co oe 0 
4h rae ae .- BF 132 0 
Sik - 7$ 148 6 


For female labour, the rates are: 


tioas {at end of ss. d. 
gee. Ss" 


Operatives on craft 
prodauionary permod) 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probsucnary period) .. 54 











There were 35,475 houses under construc- 
tion at the end of May, compared with 
37,996 a year ago. 

Of the houses built in Scotland since the 
war, 271,510 were bui't by local authoritics, 
1.246 by housing associations, 6,701 by 
Government departments, and 22,963 by 
private builders. 


NEW BUILDINGS 
Aberdeen.—Pians apore ved by TC for muni- 


cipal! offices at Broad-st. Estimatcd cost 
£775.00). City A: G. M. Keiuh (A), il. 
Broad-st. 


Avr.—Plans approved for erection of houss 
at Forehill site by SSHA. Estimated cost 
£114,422. 

Cowdenbeath.—Plans approved by Fife Fire 
Committee for fire station. Estimated cost 
£8.992. A: R. S. Lawrie (A), County Buildings, 
Cupar. ; 

Dumfries.—CC have aporoved plans for 
second development of Dumfries High School, 
Marchmont at an estimaied cost of £350.00 


Dunfermline. —Permission granted by Dican 
of Guild Court to Dunfermline Co-operative 
Society to erect om cleared site in Randolph-st 
a four- and five-storey biock of shops. Esti- 
mated cos £110,000 

Greenock.—Corporation Building Denart- 
ment to erect municipal crematorium at Caddic- 
hill. Estimated cow £80,000. 


St. Andrews.—Planning permission has been 
anted to the University Court of St. Andrews 
of exiensions to Gatty Marine Laboratory. 
Estimatcd cost £24,400. A: Gillespie and Scot. 


COMPANY NEWS 
Blundell, Spence & Co., Lid. have declared 
an Interim Dividend of $ per cent., less tax, in 
respect of the year endng October 31, on the 
ord.nary stock (same), to de paid on Sc pic m- 
ber 27 to those ord.nary stockholders on the 
company’s register on September 13. 


Griffiths Hughes Proprictaries, Lid, have 
recommended a dividend on the ordinary stock 
for the year ended March 31 of 7$ per cent., 
payable August 19 (1956, 74 per cent.). 


The Airscrew Company & Jicwood, Lid., 
have recommended the payment of a final 
dividend of 10 per cent. om the company's 
Ordinary Sock and a bonus of 2} per cent., 
less income taxa, for the year ended March 31. 


Expandite, Ltd.. have recommended a final 
dividend of 12} per cent. less tax, to share- 
holders regisiered in the books of the com- 
pany on July 12, thus making a total dividend 
of 20 per cem., less tax, for the $3 wecks 
ended March 31, 1957. 


Flettous, Limited, have recommended a divi- 
dend of 17} per cent.. less tax, for the ycar 
ended December 31, 1956. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number, The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (fT) denotes closing date for applications: the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 15. 
tSomerset CC.—Applications to tender for 
erection of Radstock special school (124 places). 


County A. 
JULY 17. 

*+Essex River Board.—Erection of Workshop 
at Cuton Hall-la., Springfield, Chelmsford, est. 
cost £20,000. Engineer to the Board, Rivers 
House, 120, Springfield-rd., Chelmsford. 

_*tFolkestone BC.—Erection of 3 houses at 
Sidney-st. BE., 2-10, West-terr. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Plymouth City C.—Workshop buildings at 
Plymouth and Devonport Tech. Coll., James- 
st., Plymouth. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

: JULY 19. 

*tBirmingham City C.—Erection of 84 two-. 
four- and eight-storey dwellings at Beach-rd., 
Sparkhill. City A. Dep, £2 2s. Tenders by 
Aug, 19. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of Waltham Abbey 
King Harold county sec, sch., approx. value 
£107,000. County A. 

JULY 22. 

**Essex CC.—Additional accommodation at 
Hornchurch Branfil CP sch. County A. 

Huddersfield CBC.—Home for aged persons 
re — housing estate. Boro’ A. Dep. 

2 28. 

*tNorthampton CB.—(a) Conversion of Nos. 
9, 10 and 11, St. George’s-ave. into old persons’ 
home; (b) alterations to ‘The Priory,’ Billing- 
td., (c) external repairs and redecorations to 
Municipal Offices. Boro’ A 

JULY 24. 

*+Beds. EC.— Erection of county prim. jun, 
sch., Downside estate, Dunstable. County A, 
Shire Hall. 

*+Cheltenham BC.—26 houses, 4 bungalows 
and 24 flats together with outbuildings and ex- 
ternal services at Swindon-rd. development, 
Malvern-st., scheme. BE. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Durham CC.—Additional accommodation 
r Consett county and modern schools. County 


_ *tMalden and Coombe BC.—Three blocks of 
SIX garages at Sheephouse-way. BE&S. 
*Swale RDC.—16 dwellings at Frognal-la., 
Teynham. E&S, ‘ Whitehall,’ 48/50, Bell-rd., 
Sittingbourne, Dep. £3 3s. 
JULY 25, 
*+East Suffolk CC.—Extensions to Felix- 
stowe S.M. School. County A., County Hall, 


Ipswich. 
_., JULY 26. 

*North Riding EC.—Aiterations to kitchen 
and dining room at New Earswick Joseph 
Rowntree Sch., York. F. Barraclough, County 
Hall, Northallerton. 

*+Watford BC.—Conversion of ‘ Merry- 
fields,’ Ashby-rd., into flats, BE&S, Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by Aug. 19. 

JULY 27. 

*Epsom & Ewell BC.—16 maisonettes at 

Kingston-rd., Ewell. 


JULY 31. 
*tHants CC.—Erection of practical block at 
Hamble County Sec. Sch. and Sarisbury County 
Sec. Sch. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Kingston-on-Thames Royal 
_ to Public Library roof. 
2 


, AUGUST 5. 

*Worthing RDC.—20 aged persons’ flatlets 
and warden’s house at Coastguard Cottages site, 
Brighton-rd., Lancing. E&S, 15, Mill-rd., 
Worthing. Dep. £2 2s. 


7 AUGUST 7. 
*Corporation of Trinity House.—Alterations 
to Gun House at North Stack, nr. Holyhead, 


Borough.— 
BS. Dep. 


Acting BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


for installation of new electric fog signal. 
Secretary, Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, 
EC3. 


AUGUST 12. 

Birmingham CC.—12 four-storey maisonettes 
at Johnstone-st., Lozells. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 15. 

*Southport CB.—Erection of unit of garages 
at Heathfield-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 22. ; 
*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Erection of Cliffs 
Pavilion, Station-rd., Westcliff-on-Sea. Boro’ 


A. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 23. 

*Sunderland CB.—Six shops and flats and 6 
garages at Hylton Castle estate. Boro’ A., 
Grange House, Stockton-rd, Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Croydon CB.—Two classroom extensions 
at Fairchildes Sec. Sch., New Addington. 
Chief Ed. Officer, Katharine-st. Dep. £1. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 
*Southport CB.—Erection of crematorium 


at High Brows Covert, Scarisbrick. Boro’A., 
99/105, Lord-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 

*Newcastle Regional Hospital Board.— 


Expansion programme at Prudhoe and Monk- 
ton Hospital in two contracts. Secretary to the 
Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 6. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
JULY 26. 
*Kingston-upon-Thames Royal Borough.— 
Internal redecorations and cleaning at the 
Guildhall. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, 


JULY 23. 

St. Albans City C.—7,000 sq. yd. of hardcore 
carriageway with kerbs, etc., and 1,900 lin. yd. 
of soil and SW sewers at London-rd estate, 
section 4. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 24. 
Market Bosworth RDC,—800 yd. of 9 in. dia. 
concrete sewer and 650 yd. of 6 in. dia. glazed 
stoneware sewer in Leicester-rd. area, Mark- 


ETC. 











BROUGHTON MOOR 
Light 
Sea Green 
and 
Olive Green 
Stone 


An all British Product from 
the Lake District Mountains 
THE FOLLOWING PAMPHLETS 
ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


No. 1. FLOORING » No.2. FACINGS + No.3. COPING 
No. 4. CILLS +» No. 5. RIVEN FACE SLABS 


THE BROUGHTON MOOR 


GREEN SLATE QUARRIES LTD 
CONISTON, LANCS. Tel.: CONISTON 225/6 
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field. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, engrs, 
6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s, 
JULY 29. 
Caernarvon BC.—Site works for 188 houses 


at Bryn and Ty Gwyn housing estate. A; J, 

Isgoed Williams (L), Richmont-hse., Pen. 

maenmawr. Dep. £3 3s. 
Manchester CC.—Kingsway bridge over 


River Mersey—Three-span r.c. bridge and ap- 
proach embankments, including road surface 
works and drains. City S. 

Newtown and Llanidloes RDC.—4,024 yq, 
of 3 in. dia, spun-iron water mains with screwed 
gland joints, specials and fittings at Bettws, 
Montgomeryshire. W. Herbert Bateman & 
Ptnrs., constg. engrs., 1, Chapel-row, Bath. Dep. 


£3 35 
JULY 31. 

Hawarden RDC.—900 yd. of 5 in. dia. iron 
pipe pumping main, sewage pumping station, 
six sludge drying _and sludge pumping 
station with incidental pipework, etc., nr. Caer- 
gwrle, between Hawarden and Wrexham. Elliott 
& Brown, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., Stanley-hse,, 
Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 3. 

Chatham BC.—Making up of Dargets-rd. 
(2,200 ft. long) including storm water sewer. 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 5. 

Liskeard RDC.—4,200 lin. yd. of 6 in. and 
8 in. dia. spun-iron and steel mains, 9,000 lin, 
yd. of 4 in. and smaller dia. mains covered 
reservoirs of 165,000, 150,000 and 100,000 galls. 
capacity, pumping station and other works in 
parishes of St. Cleer and Linkinhorne (Caradon 
area), Cornwall, G. H. Ivory & Ptnrs., Ccl’s. 
constg. engrs., 24, Athenzum-st., Plymouth. 


Dep. £5 Ss. 
AUGUST 7, 
Dorchester RDC.—2,700 lin. yd. 9 in. dia, 
sewer, 6,800 lin. yd. 6 in. dia. sewer, 90 pre-cast 


manholes. W. Herbert Bateman & Pints, 
Chesterfield-hse., Batheaston, Bath. Dep. 
£5\5s 


Preston RDC.—Longton and district sewer- 
age and sewage disposal.—Contract No. 2: 17 
miles of 9 in. to 30 in. dia. main sewers, man- 
holes, etc., two sub-pumping stations with spun- 
iron rising mains, 13 miles of 4 in. to 9 in. dia. 
house, drains, inspection chambers, etc. Con- 
tract No, 3: Sewage disposal works at Longton. 
Charles J. Lomax & Son, engrs., 68, Barton- 
chbrs., Barton-arcade, Deansgate, Manchester 
3. Dep. Contract 2: £10 10s. Contract 3: 
£556, 

South Cambridgeshire RDC.—Laying and 
maintenance of 74 miles of 7 in. to 15 in. dia. 
spun-iron water mains, 104 miles 3 in. to 5 in. 
dia, asbestos-cement water mains and all inci- 
dental works. Lemon & Blizard, Ccl’s. constg. 
engrs., 59, Tufton-st., SW1. Dep. £55s. 

Thedwastre RDC.—3,000 yd. of 9 in. dia. 
concrete and 6 in. dia. stoneware pipe sewer. 
concrete manholes, etc., and short length of 
5 in. dia. rising main in asbestos cement pres- 
sure pipe, sewage disposal works, and sewage 


pumping station, Rattlesden area. Lemon & 
Blizard Ccl’s constg. engrs., 59, Tufton-tt., 
SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 9. 


West Dean RDC.—5,100 lin. yd. of 9 in. 
7 in. and 6 in. dia. glazed stoneware pipe 
sewers, concrete tube manholes, pumping 
station and 965 lin. yd. of 6 in. dia. spun-iron 
pumping main. Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, 
engrs., 33, Great Charles-st., Birmingham 3. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
AUGUST 19. 

Oxford City C.—Construction of Eastern By- 
pass—4,000 yd. of dual 24 ft. wide carriage 
ways, single 12 ft. cycle track, one 6 ft. foot- 
path, two cycle subways, two pedestrian sub- 
ways and one five-span concrete overbridge 
(length 160 ft.) retaining walls, SW drainage, 
etc. City E. Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—Factory AND OFFIce.—Lake- 
side Ironworks, Ltd., have received planning 
permission for a new factory and office a 
Wantz-rd. 

Dagenham.—OrrFices.—Bylaw and TP ap 
proval b«; been given to May & Baker, Ltd. 
for a © :.w covered storage area and a new 
admir - rative block at their Research Institute, 
Rainmham-rd. South. 
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Dagenham. — Houses. — Working drawings 
in preparation for 10 three-bedroomed 
houses to be built on land now used for allot- 
ments at Cecil-rd./Kenneth-rd. Four more 
houses are to be erected on the site of the 
adjoining Scouts’ Hall when the lease expires. 
The Boro’ E&S is J. Jones, AMICE, MIMunE, 


MIPI. 
Hornchurch.—HousEs AND BUNGALOWS.— 
Bylaw and TP approval has been given to the 
following schemes: 20 dwelling houses and 35 
pungalows at Eastwood-drive extension and 
new streets for Struckett & Son; 60 houses at 
new streets leading from Hubbards Chase; six 
houses at Hubbards Chase for W. H. Feasey & 
5 btd. 
“ford. —RoaD _ IMPROVEMENTS. — Improve- 
ments to Cranbrook-rd., including the widening 
of the railway bridge, are to be put in hand 
this year, at an estimated cost of £60,000. The 
Boro’ E&S is H. J. Mulder, AMICE,MIMunE, 
Oe —F ucvony —Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. 
(F/A) are the architects for a new printing 
factory at Loughborough Junction, SE5, for 
the Bank of West Africa, Ltd. 
Mitcham.—FLats.—Wimbledon BC has 
notified Mitcham BE and S that it has no 
objection to the proposed tedevelopment by 
Mitcham BC of part of Colliers Wood, adjoin- 
ing Wandle Park, by a block of 21  three- 
tedroomed flats, one single-bedroomed flat and 
a block of four old people’s flats. 
Stepney.—S1TE ACQUISITION.—The LCC pro- 
poses to acquire a site at Crowder-st., adjoin- 
ing Bett’s House, which it is proposed to 
redevelop in conjunction with adjacent lands. 
The total area is about three acres and falls 
within the Stepney/Poplar redevelopment area. 
After allowing for road widening and amenity 
open space, about 80 dwellings can be provided. 
Westminster.—BaNK.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. 
(F/A), 29, Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1, are 
the architects for the modernisation of the 
premises of Barclays Bank, Ltd., Sloane-sq., 
SWI. The quaniity surveyors are Robinson & 
Roods, 11, Gray’s Inn-sq., WC1. 
Westminster.—HoTEL.—Lewis Solomon, Son 
& Joseph (F/F), 21, Bloomsbury-way, WC1, 
ae the architects for a proposed 34-storey 
hotel at the southern end of Park-la., W1, on 
asite to the north of Hertford-st. 
Westminster.—NeEw ZEALAND House.—The 
schehe approved by the Royal Fine Arts Com- 
mission and the Commissioners of Crown 
lands for new offices for the New Zealand 
Government has ‘been developed in recent 
months by the architects, Robert Matthew & 
Johnson-Marshall (F/A), of 21, Park-sq. East, 
NWI, and general sketch plans are being sub- 
mitted to the New Zealand Government for 
approval. A four-storey podium block cover- 
ing the whole area of the site, which is bounded 
by Pall Mall, the Haymarket, the Royal Opera 
Arcade and Her Majesty’s theatre, will be 
wmounted by a central tower of 14 storeys 
providing office accommodation for the New 
Zealand Government, with a staff canteen, 
recreation rooms and a roof terrace on the top 
wo floors. The ground floor will provide, 
besides the main. entrance and reception hall, 
exhibition space. a library. and offices for the 
Bank of New Zealand. The first and second 
foors will mainly contain offices open to the 
public and the fourth floor will be shared by 
te High Commissioner’s suite and the Depart- 
ment of External Affairs. The quantity 


survevors are Franklin & Andrews, 173, Fleet- 
st. BC4, 


are 


, Vimbledon.—Post OrFice BurLptnc.—As 
n tesult of discussions between the PMG and 
Toresentatives of Wimbledon Corporation, a 
scheme has been agreed upon for the erection 
ofa building for PO wurposes embracing the 
whole site of 21-33, Worple-rd. and 3. Ray- 
poner. Accommodation will be orovided for 
PO staff at once and ultimately for 1.200. 
soheme includes provision of public car-park 
or approximately 35 cars. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


_ Bamack RDC.—RDC approved layout for 
two blocks of four two-bedroomed maisonettes 
and four one-bedroomed bungalows at Barnack- 
ia St. Martin’s Without, Stamford. A: F. I. 
ston & Ptrs. (F/A), 16, Broad-st., Stamford. 
bs ee UN received 7 approval for 
<< Sonettes at junction o ing- é 

Lower Croxhall-st. Fe eo 








shire—EC’s major buildin rogram 
for 1958-59 includes 21 projects 4 ‘e con e1t 








* THE BUILDER ’? PRICES 
Chain Link Fencing 


As from July 1, 1957, the Basic 
Price List for Chain Link Fencing has 
been replaced by a new list, which is 
subject to discounts, and not premiums as 
hitherto. The discount schedule now in 
operation is the result of conversion of 
the old schedule of premiums and, in 
addition, takes into account a recent 
reduction in the price of Galvanised 
Mild Steel Wire. 











million, of which 12, costing £1 million, are in 
main list. It is expected that outside architecis 
will be employed for some schemes. ; 

Billingham.—M of E approved inclusion of 
Billingham gram. tech. sch. and Billingham Low 
Grange infants’ sch. in 1958-59 programme, 
with Low Grange (No..2) sec. mod. sch. on 
reserve list. 

Birmingham.—C of E Authorites propose 
erection of new church and assembly hall at 
Garratts Green-la, Plans by S. T. Walker 
& Ptnrs. (F/A), 83, Suffolk-st., Birmingham. 

Birmingham.—House Building Com. approved 
scheme for 198 new flats and maisonettes at 
Ladywood, £470,000 est. Committee decided to 
proceed with scheme of eight-storey blocks of 
flats at Woodcock-la., Bartley Green. 

Blackpool.—BC approved revised layout for 
site to east of Dinmore-ave. at Grange Park 
estate extension to provide for 88 bedsitter 
flats, 20 one-bedroomed fflats, 22 two- 
bedroomed houses, 35 three-bedroomed houses 
and 2 four-bedroomed houses. 

Blaydon, Co. Durham.—UDC is to sell 3,340 
sq. yds. of land to Durham CC for erection of 
new courthouse. County A: G. R. Clayton 
(F). South-st., Durham. 

Bradford.—John Reddihough, Ltd., propose 
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rebuilding part of their works at Horton-la. 
A: C. Ayers, 9, Market-st., Bradford. 

Bristol Glenbrook Properties, Ltd., and 
Norwich Union Societies are joining in erec- 
tion of building, comprising offices and shops, 
at Penn-st. A: Kenneth Wakeford, Jerram & 
Harris (F/F), 7, Connaught-pl., W2, and Bristol. 

Bucklow.-—RDC propose erection of 7 houses 
at Townfield-rd. site, Mobberley. 

Burnley.—Burnley Building Socy. proposes 
extensions to office at Red Lion-st. 2. '¢. 
Prestwich & Sons (F/A), Bradshawgate-chbrs., 
Leigh, Lancs. 

Chapel.—RDC proposes erection of 6 aged 
persons’ dwellings at Batham Gate. 

Chester.—TC proposes 164 more houses, flats 
and bungalows at Newton Hall estate. 

Chesterfield.—RDC proposes erection of 11 
bungalows at Hillyfields. 

Colchester.—War Dept. plans to rebuild most 
of old military quarters in town and has begun 
demolition of old Meeanee and Hyderabad 
barracks. Work estimated to take seven years 
and cost £3 million. 40 new buildings will in- 
clude 10 three-storey barrack blocks, each for 
96 men. A: S. G. R. March (F) AMTPI, 125, 
London-rd., Chelmsford. 

Crewe.—Site on Crewe Green side of Crewe 
station is being considered for erection of new 
National Library of Seience and Technology. 

Darlington.—Aycliffe Development Assn., 
Newton Aycliffe, to build 85 more houses and 
25 garages. Staff A. ; 

Dewsbury.—BC proposes erection of aged 
persons’ dwellings at Rock House recreation 
ground. 

Dover.—HC proposes to build ten old 
people’s bungalows at Aycliffe. Tenders 
expected in Sept. Boro’ E: D. R. Bevan, 
AMICE, MIMunE, AMTPI. 

Durham.—Durham RDC, Byland Lodge, 
Durham, to apply for a loan of £32,665 for 
20 houses at Belmont. 

Durham.—Funds are being raised for pro- 
posed RC sch. at Gilesgate Moor, £45,000 est. 
First stage will include four classrooms and 
hall. A Rossi (A), 15, Melbourne-st., 
Consett, Co. Durham. 

Eastbourne.—HC plans to build 546 houses 
and flats in next three years. £726,045 est. 

Gateshead.—HC approved layout plans for 
1,000 houses on site at Wardley, including two, 
three and four-bedroomed houses, bungalows, 
and three-storey flats. A: Geo. H. Gray and 
Ptnr. (F/A), 8, Portland-terr., Newcastle-on- 


yne. 

Glendale, Northumberland.—RDC Surveyor 
(A. R. Field) to prepare layout plans for about 
30 houses at Golden-sq., Wooler. 

Harlow.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. (F/A), 29, 
Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1, are A for 128 
dwellings at Tye Green, Area 54, for DC. QS: 
Langdon & Every, 21, Russell-sq., WC1. 

Harlow.—M of H approved plans for first 
phase of new Harlow Hospital, nr. Town 
Centre, for North-East Metropolitan Regional 
Hospital Bd. A: Easton & Robertson (F/F), 
53, Bedford-sq., WC1, in association with Bds. 
A: W. G. Plant (F). 

Hartlepool.—Plans have been approved for 
turbine shop at Princes-st., Middleton, for 
Richardson Westgarth & Co., Ltd. 

Hemel Hempstead.—Herts CC plans to build 
sec. mod. sch. for 720 pupils, £230,000. 

Hereford.—HC to consider layout plans for 
old people’s dwellings at Luard Walk, corner of 
Golden-st. and Villa-st. and Kingsway. 

Holyhead.—Anglesey CC proposes erection 
of new fire station at Kingsland-rd. 

Huddersfield.—YMCA_ proposes extensions 
and alterations to premises, £100,000 est. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—G. C. Young, 12, Grange- 
td. West, Jarrow, has prepared plans for 
bungalows at Monkton.—TC received Ministry 
sanction for 42 ‘dwellings at Simonside View, 
£60,219; eight houses at Calf Close-la., £10,269, 
and 10 aged persons’ houses at Stanhope-rd. 
East at £9,876. Work will be done by direct 
labour. 

Leeds.—TC to erect aged persons’ hostels 
at Swarcliffe estate, Seacroft, and Manor Fields 
estate, Beeston. 

Leigh.—TC approved in principle erection 
of flats at Manchester-rd—T. Pilkington, 
Blackpool, to convert Victoria Billiards Hall, 
King-st., into new covered market. 

Liverpool.—HC recommends borrowing of 
£60.000 for construction of foul and SW sewers 
at Childwall Valley estate. 

Llangefni.—Anglesey CC seeks approval to 
commence work on erection of ambulance and 
infant welfare clinic. 
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Luton.—TC to build 1,000 thouses for 
workers in Luton and Dunstable car factories, 
£2 million est. 100 flats to be built in three- 
storey blocks at Farley Hill estate. 

Manchester.—TC approved alterations and 
extensions to White Horse Inn, Stretford-rd., 
Hulme, for Peter Walker (Warrington), Ltd. 
A: C. E. Bracken (L), 98, Oxford-rd., Man- 
chester.—New refectory and chapel proposed 
at Christie Hospital, Wilmslow-rd., Withing- 
ton, for Board of Governors. A: Harry S. 
Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown-st., Manchester.— 
TC approved alterations and extensions to 
furniture showrooms by incorporating adjoin- 
ing house and shop at 655/7/9, Rochdale-rd., 
Harpurhey, for Newday Furnishing Stores, Ltd. 
Plans by Maintenance Department, Joules 
Court, Waterton-rd., Stockport. 

Mansfield.—BC approved plans: 2 houses 
at Sylvester-st. for Crooks & Butler, Ltd.; 
extension to shop at 50, Leeming-st. for Steb- 
bings & Co., Ltd.; furniture showroom at 59, 
Stockwell Gate for F. A. Henshaw; 4 houses 
at Windsor-rd. for J. Ager & Son. 

Middlesbrough.—Cairns & Byles, 8, Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been appointed 
constg. engrs. for proposed Prissick High 
schools for EC. A: J. G. L. Poulson (L), 171, 
Albert-rd., i pee hy oe : 

Middlesbrough.—TC has offered to buy sites 
of eight public-houses at St. Hilda Ward, a 
clearance area, and to grant sites to brewery 
owners for new premises on housing estates.— 
Newcastle Regional Hospital Board has decided 
to spend £320,660 instead of £130,000 on 
accident and orthopedic dept. at Middles- 
brough General Hospital—North Riding EC 
has approved sketch plans for prim. sch. at 
Nunthorpe and for extensions to Merritt 
Memorial sch. at Startforth. County A, 
County Hall, Northallerton. 

Morley.—TC proposes erection of 100 houses 
at Moorhead, Gildersome. set 

Morpeth.—Northumberland Aged Miners 
Homes’ Assn. are negotiating for land at. Pegs- 
wood and Lynemouth for proposed erection of 
about 16 houses for retired miners. A: W. 
Dixon & Son (A/LL), 1, Collingwood-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. : : 

Newark.—RDC to negotiate contract with 
Ernest Coleman, Ltd., for 10 houses and 2 
bungalows at Farndon. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C. A. Parsons & Co., 
Ltd., and their associated firm, The Nuclear 
Power Plant Co., Ltd., are to acquire 14 acres 
of land at Fossway for industrial developments 
in connection with making of nuclear energy 
plants. ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—MH have approved in 
principle plans for additions to “. 
of Urology at Newcastle General Hospital, for 
Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. Cost will 
be about £68,000. Board’s Ch. A: P. H. 
Knighton, MBE (A), QS: T. Barrett, Sons & 
Ptnrs., 17, Brunswick-pl., Newcastle. 

North Riding.—Atkinson & Ptnrs., 4, 


Te Gray’s Inn, WC1, have been 
appointed A by EC for proposed prim. sch. at 
Huntington. 


North Shields.—Esso Petroleum Co., Ltd., 
are preparing plans for major oil terminal at 
Northumberland Dock. 

Northallerton.—Prison Commissioners plan- 
ning another 12 houses for staff at North- 
allerton Prison. 

Northumberland.—EC approved final plans 
for Ashington tech. college (2nd instalment), to 
cost £430,604; Coxlodge county prim. sch., 
£127,000: Gosforth East sec. sch., £120,000; 
and Gosforth East prim. sch., £125,000. Sketch 
plans also approved for proposed Alnwick RC 
sec. sch., £61,000. M of E decided to include 
in 1958-9 building programme :—Newburn, 
West Denton, Copperas sec. sch., £148,000: 
Haydon Bridge sec. tech. sch., £108,000; North 
Sunderland sec. sch., £48,000; Longbenton RC 
prim. sch., £96,000, and Newbiggin Hall prim. 
sch. (first stage), £96,000. Projects on reserve 
list are Gosforth grammar sch., £186,000: New- 
biggin Hall prim. sch. (second stage), £47,000: 
and Lynemouth sec. soh., £155,000. County A: 
C. C. Brown (A), County Hall, Newcastle-on- 


yne. 
Norton-Radstock, Somerset.—UDC approved 
layout for 12 new houses at Clandown. 
Orrell.—UDC received consent to borrow 
£20,790 for 14 houses at Kitt Green site. 
Penrith. UDC planning erection of 20 flats. 
S: F. Birbeck. 
Penrith.—UDC proposes erection of aged 
persons’ dwellings at Bluebell-la, and Elm-ter. 


Peterlee.—Provisional plans are being made 
by Peterlee Development Corpn. for 16 licensed 
premises in new town. A V. Williams, general 
manager of Corpn. 

Preston.—Extensions est. to cost £507,000 
at Harris Technical College to commence in 
1959, ’ 

Rushden.—UDC proposes 12 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Wellingborough-rd. 

Sale.—J. Maunders & Sons, Ltd., Stretford, 
propose erection of houses on site bounded by 
Ashton-la., Oakfield and Cranleigh-dr. 

Seaham Harbour.— Seaham Democratic Club 
to have plans prepared for further extensions 
to club, to include second storey. £18,000 est. 

Sheffield. — Regional Hospital Board 
appointed Pite, Son & Fairweather (A/A), 6, 
Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1, as A for new area 
laundry at Nottingham City Hospital—Senate 
of University to invite tenders early next year 
for new building for Department of Fuel Tech- 
nology and Chemical Engineering. A: J. W. 
Beaumont & Sons (F), Mosley-st., Manchester. 

Skipton.—Waterhouse (Manchester), Ltd. 
propose conversion of premises formerly used 
by North Eastern Gas Board to form new 
forging shop. Inquiry held. 

South Shields—Plans prepared for new 
public buildings at Bolden-la., to cost £71,000. 
Boro’ E. J. Reid. 

Southport.—TC proposes 15 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Hart-st. site. 

Stafford.—British Transport Commission pro- 
pose considerable improvements to railway 
station. 

Stockport.—Edgeley and Shaw Labour Club, 
Hardcastle-rd., propose alterations to their 
premises.—Thomas Storey (Engineers), Ltd. to 
carry out extensions on Brinnington-rd. allot- 
ment site. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Activity Textiles, Ltd., 
underwear manufacturers, Sackville-st., W1, 
are planning erection of factory at Mari- 
time-st. and Church-rd. 

Stretford.—C of E Diocese of Manchester 
proposes reconstruction of chancel, chapel and 
vestries at St. Peter’s Church, Chester-rd. A: 
Leach, Rhodes & Walker (A/L), 90, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 

Sunderland.—St. Margaret’s Church, Castle- 
town, has obtained site on Hyiside, Castle 
housing estate, for church and church hall to 
hold 250 people. 

Tarporley.—Community Centre Committee 
(Chairman, Desmond B. O’Brien) propose 
erection of new hall. 
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THE BUILDER 


Thornaby-on-Tees.—P. W. 
103, George-st., Thornaby, to 
at Whitehouse Farm estate. 

Tynemouth.—M 
way sec. mod. sch. (second 
additions to Murton prim. sch 
building programme. 

Tynemouth.—TC is to start 


more than 200 flats and maisonettes at Percy 
Main. Boro’ S: D..M. O’Herlihy. ‘ 
Warrington.—Milton Hindle, 


to erect 550 houses at Chester 
ing site. 
West Bromwich.—The Welli 


Ltd. propose erection of two-storey office block 
Pe Weedon & Ptnys 
(F/F), 45, Calthorpe-rd., Edgbaston, Birming. 


at Brickhouse-la. A: Harry 
ham. 


Whitley Bay.—M. Ison, 


Whitley Bay, has submitted outline Proposal to 
planning authorities for synagogue and com: 
munity centre at Osborne Trust estate, Whitley 


Bay. Project still in very early stages. 


Wolverhampton.—Midland 
tion Co., Ltd. 
works at Upper Villiers-st. 


Boswell & Co., 38, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhamp. 


ton. 
Wolverhampton.—W. Butle 


Propose erection of new licensed premises a 
Vauxhall.—TC proposes 11-storey block cop. 
taining 253 flats on site between North-rd, and 


Lower Stafford-st. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 


ft Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification, 
@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart. 


ments, 


Bangor.—For extensions to 


shire and Anglesey General Hospital, Bangor, 
for the Welsh Regional Hospital Board. A. 
Saxon, Smith & Partners, of Chester, 


Gleeds, of London. “Leyla 
Co., Ltd., Leyland, Preston, 
(approx.). 


Bedworth—16 flats at Neale-close, Bulking. 
*Drury & Co., £22,700; eight 


ton, for UDC. 
et eagge oo bungalows at 


. *Gregory Housing, Ltd. £10,024. 
ee houses at Barrack-rd. Boro’ §: 


. _E. Geldard, AMICE, 
S. J. Cook, FIAS, FIQS, Br 


Bros. (Brighton), Ltd, 19, 
Brighton, 7, £24,774. 
Brighton.—15 flats, Upper 


CBC. Boro’ S, 26-30, King’s-rd. 
Sons (Hove), Ltd., Portland-rd., Hove, £26,900. 
Shaws-la., 
*Rock & Downes, Ltd, 


Cannock.—41 ‘houses at 
Wyrley, for RDC. 
Walsall-rd., Aldridge, £52,651. 

Carlisle.—Further 38 houses 
for TC. *Direct labour. 

Chesterfield. —Adaptations 


Hospital for Regional Hospital Board. *Wm. 
Drabble & Sons, Ltd., Chesterfield, £13,533. 


Colchester.—Adaptation of 
modation for chronic sick 


Mary’s hospital for North East Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Board. A: » Gy 
Queen Anne-st., W1. *Hulton (Builders), 


(A), 3, 
Ltd. £25,610. 


Coseley.—82 houses, 32 flats and four shops 
with living accommodation at Wallbrook site 
*Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., Coseley, 

24 flats at Parkfield West housing 


for UDC. 
nr. Bilston. 
site for UDC.  *Buildings 
(Sedgeley), Ltd., Wolverhampt 
Doncaster.—Works for BC. 
16 houses, *Rushton Contrac 


Ltd., £22,700: four blocks of two flats and two 
maisonettes, *Cornfield & Sons, Ltd., £18,916; 


four blocks of two flats and 


*Garrity Bros. (Builders), Ltd., £18,916; four 
blocks of two flats and two maisonettes, ‘fF. 
Moss & Sons (Builders), Ltd., £18,916; four 
blocks of two flats and two maisonettes, *H 
Marshall & Sons, Ltd., £18,916; three blocks of 


two flats and two maisonettes, 


£14,187. Cantley estate :—16 bungalows, *C.£ 
Flanagan. £22.294; 14 bungalows, *C. Taylor 4 
Sons. Balby. £19,805; 16 bungalows, *S. Pott 


£22,527. (All of Doncaster.) 
Durham.—50 houses at B 


bungalows at Witton Gilbert for RDC. Housing 
= Byland Lodge, 


J. F. Willis, 
*Direct labour. 
East Horsley, Surrey.—For 


Homes for Aged Architects, for the Architecls 


Benevolent Society Trust. 


of E is to include 


Propose extensions to 
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FRIBA, 39, Doughty-st., WCI, architect. 
‘Carlton (Contractors), Ltd., Curlton-hse., 


Ashley-rd., Epsom, Surrey. 

Edmonton.—New out-patients dept. at North 
Middlesex hospital, Silver-st., for North East 
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. A to 
Board: W. G. Plant (A), 3, Queen Anne-st., 
Wi. *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. £381,666. 

Ellesmere Port.—320 houses at North Whitby 
estate for TC. *W. E. Jones (Contractors), 
Ltd, Lewin-st., Middlewich, £427,324. 

Havant and Waterloo.—22 bungalows at 
Newlease-rd., Purbrook. E&S: R. R. Hole, 
1, Park-rd. North, Havant. *Faulkners, 113, 
London-rd., Waterlooville. 

Lancaster.—Provision of sanitary towers and 
escape stairs to two blocks in annexe building 
at Lancaster Moor Hospital for Manchester 
Regional Hospital Board. *F. W. Nelson, St. 
Leonardgate, Lancaster, £14,668. 

(London (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
July 5:—Building work: Medmenham, Bucks, 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 17, Easton-st., High 
Wycombe, Bucks. Artificers work: Medmenham, 
Bucks, Kyle Stewart (Contractors), Ltd., 338, 
Kilburn High-rd., NW6. Heating work: Hey- 
wood, Hartlebury, & Carlisle, Z. D. Berry & 
Sons, Ltd., 16 & 18, Regency-st., SW1. Painting 
work: Fairford, Glos., Downing, Rudman, Bent, 
Ltd, Spanbourn-ave., Chippenham, Wilts. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by 
London Midland Region:—Bosworth & Wake- 
ford, Ltd., Daventry, Northants, for improve- 
ments to passenger station, Leighton Buzzard.— 
Mellowes & Co., Corporation-st., Sheffield, 3, 
for patent glazing roof No. 175, 177, 184 and 
185, old works smithy, Crewe locomotive works. 
—Greenwoods (Mansfield), Ltd., Wood-st., 
Mansfield, Notts, for messroom accommodation, 
north carriage sidings, Basford.—William Freer, 
Lid, 36/40, Wellington-st., Leicester, for 
ventilating plant, Iron Foundry locomotive 
works, Derby.—T. E. Cundy & Co., Ltd., 28, 
Belgrave-rd., Leicester, for labour only cleaning 
and painting, Queen-st., goods depot, Leicester. 
—R. Myles, Ltd., 30-32, Bridport-st., Liverpool, 
3, for amenities for wages staff, goods depot, 
Butler-st., Preston—J. E. B. Wheatley, 3, 
Diamond-ave., Kirkby-in-Ashfield, repairs and 
repainting to brickwork arches 7-11, Giltbrook 
Viaduct, Awsworth.—United Kingdom Con- 
struction & Engineering Co., Ltd., Harmond- 
d., Kirkby Industrial Estate, Liverpool, for 
formation, renewal and drainage, down side 
between Chelford and Alderley Edge.—James 
Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 331, Trinity- 
1d., Wandsworth, SW18, for alterations and re- 
decoration stages 2-6. Estate and Rating Depart- 
ment accommodation, Central Offices, Euston 
and for Medical Officer’s accommodation, 66, 
Drummond-st., Euston, NW1. 

London (British Railways).—Recent contracts 
placed by the North Eastern Region.— 
Cleaning and painting of station premises, signal 
boxes, etc., between Chaloners Whin and Altofts 
Junction; Arundel (Contractors), Ltd., Brad- 
ford.—Alterations and extensions to British 
Railways Staff Association Club premises at 
Walkergate; J. R. Rutherford & Sons, Ltd., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Cleaning and painting 
of railway premises, Blyth North and South; 
J. H. Eblett, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Turneris- 
hind slating, etc., Batley Goods Warehouse 
(Electric Shed); Turnerised Roofing Co. (G.B.), 
Ltd., Saunders-st., SE11.—Provision of ‘‘ Cur- 
tan” continuous twin chamber washing 
machine, Darlington Locomotive Works diesel 
engine repair shop; Edward Curran Engineer- 
ing, Ltd., Cardiff.—External and internal treat- 
ment of roof and ceiling to prevent condensa- 
tion, Newcastle Central station canteen; J. R. 
Rutherford & Sons, Ltd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
London (British  Railways).—Contracts 
placed by Eastern Region:—J. L. Kier & Co., 
Ltd., 7, Lygon-pl., Westminster, SW1; renewal 
€ wall at south end of Instones Wharf, Bow 
ey Canning Town.—Constable Hart & Co., 
Ltd., Lion-hse., Richmond, Surrey; resurfac- 
pe of roadways in King’s Cross, Stratford and 
Le borough districts—Roadworks (1952), 
Ltd.,.57-61, Commercial-rd., Ipswich; resurfac- 
ie of roadways in Ipswich and Cambridge 
stricts.—Modern Paviors, Ltd., 17, Saltaire- 
he Shipley; resurfacing of roadways in Shef- 
Ce and Doncaster districts—R. Ridd & Son. 
Ontractors), Ltd., 153, Billet-la, Hornchurch, 
ssex; cleaning and painting of goods yard, 
Warehouse, fruit bank, Continental bank, offices, 
Batooms> stores and sundry works at 
Isnopsgate goods depot.—Hunting Aero- 


surveys, Ltd., 6, Elstree Way, Boreham Wood, 
Herts; Aerial Survey of railway tracks, works 
and property together with adjacent lands 
between 304 mile post north of Bishop’s Stort- 
ford station and 724 mile post north of Ely 
station.—W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex; reconstruction of superstructures of 
Overbridges Nos. 1897, 1898, 1899, 1902 and 
1905 between Hoe Street and Highams Park 
stations. 


qLondon (Metropolitan Police).—Tenders for 
building works: Erection of 12 M.Qs., Horsen- 
den-lane, Greenford, Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., 
£31,946. External and internal redecorations, 
Grierson-rd., Forest Hill, C. Gee & Co. 
(London), Ltd., £670. External and internal 
redecorations, Herne Hill-rd., SE, W. J. Alford, 
Ltd., £805. External and internal redecora- 
tions, 8, Crystal Palace Park-rd., T. Graham & 
Co., £894. Internal redecorations,  etc., 
Golders Green police station, Geo. Butters & 
Sons, £1,048. Improvements to __ stables, 
Beaconsfield-rd., Epsom, H. H. Roll, Ltd., £835. 

qLondon (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ended June 29:—Derbyshire: Ministry of 
Supply Depot, Kings Newton, new sanitary 


accommodation, A. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., 
London-rd., Derby. Lancashire: Hindlay 
Security Prison, Bickershaw, nr. Wigan, 


security wall, roads, drainage and services, G. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., W6. 
Lincoln: Prison Commission housing site, 14 
houses and external services, B. Pumfrey, Ltd., 
Wintern Works,’ Lea-rd., Gainsborough. 
London: 10, Whitehall-pl., SW1, alterations to 
form fresh water fishenes laboratories, W. & 
M. Negus, Ltd., Station Works, King James- 
st., SEl; King Edward-bldg, EC1, alteration to 
refreshment club, Stationery Office block, 
‘Boyce’ Building Contractors, 110/110a, 
Smallwood-rd., SW17. Surrey: Uplands tele- 
phone exchange, Purley, extension and altera- 
tions, Grace & March, Ltd., New Bridge Works, 
Waddon, Croydon. Isle of Wight: Osborne 
House, East Cowes, external and internal paint- 
ing, E. Watts & Sons, Ltd., 38, Medina-rd., 
Cowes. Yorkshire: Bainbridge-ave., Bilton 
Grange, Hull, six houses for Prison Commis- 
sion, E. Barker, Ltd., 1203, Hedon-rd., Marfieet, 
Hull; Head Post Office, Quay-rd., Bridlington, 
internal and external painting, Lightowler & 
Son, 87, Beverley-rd., Hull; Silsden & Steeton, 
Keighley, surveyors maintenance, W. Moore & 
Son (Builders), Ltd., Fleece-st., Keighley. 
qLondon (War Dept.).—Works_ contracts 
placed for week ended June 28:—Cheshire and 
Lancashire: Garages, Kencast Concrete, Ltd., 
Manchester. Cumberland: Roofing, The Build- 
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ing and Repairs Co., Carlisle. Essex: Roads 
and paths, Cawood Wharton & Co., Lid., 
London. Hampshire: Painting and decorating, 
Fields, Ltd., Reading. Kent: Roadwork, 
Albert H. Hooker & Sons, Ltd., Maidstone ; 
building, J. B. Rose & Co., Ltd., Folkestone. 
London: Painting, Deeds (Builders), Ltd., 
Hounslow; heating and hot water, C. H. 
Kempton & Co., London; painting, T. H. Ken- 
yon & Sons, Ltd., London. Somerset: Miscel- 
laneous, H. Hoskings, Ltd., Langport. Suffolk: 
Heating, Bury St. Edmunds Development Co., 
Ltd., Bury St. Edmunds. Warwickshire: Roof- 
ing, Norman W. Dunn & Co., Ltd., York. 
Worcestershire: Roadwork, Asphalt & Public 
Works. Ltd., Worcester. 

Maidenhead.—East Berks College of Further 
Education for Berkshire EC. A: J. T. Castle 
(A), AMTPI, Wilton-hse., Parkside-rd., Read- 
ing. *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Maidenhead, 
£79,311. 

Middlesbrough.—New Baptist church (stage 
1) at Cambridge-rd. A: R. Cowan (A), 20, 
Finkle-st., Stockton-on-Tees. *Hudson Bros. 
(Middlesbrough), Ltd., Fidler-st., Middles- 
brough. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations for pro 
department of metallurgy at Percy-st. for King’s 
College. A: J. H. Napper (F), 56, Eldon- 
place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Stephen Easten, 
Ltd., Westgate Grange, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northamptonshire——Works for EC. County 
A: A. N. Harris (F):—Extensions to Rothwell 
and Desborough sec. mod. sch. *A. P. Lewis 
& Sons, Ltd., Burton Latimer, £36,790; exten- 
sions to Thrapston sec. mod. sch. *A. J. Potter 
& Sons, Ltd., Stanwick, £62,000; extensions to 
Towcester sec. mod. sch. *Richmond (Corby), 
Ltd., £62,000; new Wollaston sec. mod. sch. 
*R. M. Marriott, Ltd., Rushden. £99,860. 

Northfleet.—52 houses at Painters Ash estate. 
E&S: N. Gill, MInstMunE. Northfleet UDC 
A: G. E. Clay & Ptnrs. (A/A), 198, Parrock- 
st., Gravesend. 32 houses, *L. R. Obee, 10, 
East Kent-ave., Northfleet, Kent, £49,814; 20 
houses, *David Jones, White Hart-rd., Orping- 
ton, Kent, £31,490. 

Nottingham.—Five shops with office accom- 
modation at Chapel Bar for TC. *W. J. Simms, 
Son & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham, 
£69,456. 

Porchester.—Crematorium at Cornaway-la. 
for Crematorium Joint Committee. E&S: E. J. 
Tuck, MIMunE, Town Hall, Gosport. tfJohn 
Hunt, Ltd., Gosport, Hants, £42,000. 

Portsmouth.—{a) 18 flats at St. Mary’s-rd.; 
(b) 134 houses at Park House Farm, for City 
C. City A: Frank Mellor (F), 1, Western- 
parade. (a) tHowe & Bishop, Ltd., Crown- 
bldgs., Clarendon-st., Portsmouth, £22,345. (b) 
tFaulkners, London-rd., Waterlooville, Hants, 
£168,952. 

Prudhoe.—366 houses, with site works, at 
West Wylam, for UDC. S: W. C. Ireland. 
*G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard-hse., Fen- 
wick-terr., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £600,000. 

Ramsbottom.—28 maisonettes and seven 
houses at Pin Meadow estate for UDC. E&S: 
E. M. Richardson. D. L. Grimshaw & Co., 
Ltd., Wood Top, Bury-rd., Rawtenstall, Rossen- 
dale, Lancs. 

Sawbridgeworth.—13 dwellings and one shop 
in two groups at Bullfields estate for UDC. A: 
Gerald Lacoste (F). S: C. A. Ford. QS: A. 
Carden Pool & Ptnrs. 


sed 


3. Aes re xe ces ceeeeae 
*S. & G. Peachey & Sons, Ltd., High- 

st., Stansted Abbotts ae ee Sete 
J. Dixon & Sons ep oe .. £24,647 
G. & F. Musto, Ltd. .. £23,538 


Seottish Special Housing Assn., Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed May 22 to June 19:—House erec- 
tion: —Barlinnje, Glasgow, 10 trad. for Prison 
Officers, Loudon & Inglis, 87, Calder-st., Coat- 
bridge, brick, etc.; W. Bain & Co., Ltd., Timber 
Dept., Lochrin Iron Works, Coatbridge, 
carpenter & joiner; A. W. Thomson, Ltd., 132, 
Main-st., Bellshill, plumber; J. & J. P. Smith, 
Ltd., c/o 79, Calder-st., Blantyre, plaster; A. C. 
Whyte & Co., Ltd., 95, Bath-st., Glasgow, roof 
tiler & Roughcast; City Glass Co., Ltd., 130, 
Denmark-st., Glasgow, glazier; Muir Decora- 
tors, Ltd., 40 Carlton-pl., Glasgow, painter ; 
Hartley Electromotives, Ltd., _Monkmoor, 
Shrewsbury, elec. Ardeer Mains, Stevenston, 
50 trad., Cherry & Anderson, 7/9, Schoolwell-st., 
Stevenston, brick, etc.; Douglas Peebles, 56, 
Gladstone-rd., Saltcoats, joiner; W. Rowe, 18, 
Golf-pl., Irvine, plumber ; W. Shaw & Co., 160, 
High-st., Irvine, plaster; A. Rubie & Sons, 11/ 
13, Annick-rd., Irvine, roof tiler and roughcast ; 
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Jas. Smellie & Sons, 248, Gorbals-st., Glasgow, 
glazier; Browne & McMaster, 2, West-rd., 
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Irvine, painter; Lowden Bros. & Co., Ltd., 37, for UDC. *J. W. Liptrot, Ltd., Pemberton, » 
North Tay-st., Dundee, elec. Park Farm, Port Wigan, £14,253. af 
Glasgow, 100 trad., J. Y. Keanie, Floors-st., Wallsend.—Laying out of two additiong| 
Johnstone, brick work ; W. Gibson & Co., Ltd., building berths at shipyard of Clelands Gy. 
25, St. James-st., Paisley, joiner; Grieve  cessors), Ltd. Constg. engs.: Mouchel 4% 
Graham & Co., 202, Dalrymple-st., Greenock, Ptnrs., 24, Claremont-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
glazier; John Webster & Sons, 3, Ranfurly *Purdie Lumsden & Co., Ltd., Oxfords, 
Castle-terr., Bridge of Weir, plumber; W. Gray- Newcastle-on-Tyne. P 
don & Co., Ltd., 34, Emily-pl., Glasgow, roof Wallsend.—Construction of shell plate shop 
tiler and roughcast; E. & P. Mackie, 32, at Wallsend and trades building at dry doc; 
Mearns-st., Greenock, painter; Thos. Dunn & dept. of Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Co., 1, Brachelston-st., Greenock, plaster; Ltd., constg. engrs.: T. F. Burns & Ptpys 
Hartley Electromotives, Ltd., Monkmoor, 3, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Foundations: 
Shrewsbury, elect.; Bo’Mains Farm, Bo'ness, *Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd 
148 Miller, Jas. Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., 19, Queen-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne. Steelwork: 
George-st., Edinburgh, all trades. Vickers Armstrong, Ltd., Hebburn. : 
Sedgley.—72 flats at Dudley-rd. estate for Walthamstow.—{a) Two shops and two figs 
UDC. *Gregory Housing, Ltd., £82,978. at Hylands-rd.; (b) four shops and six maison. 
South Shields.—Shops, etc., at King-st. for ettes, Linford-rd./Wood-st. Boro’ : 
Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., London. A: L. H. F. G. Southgate (A), MIMunE, AMTPI, QS: 
Fewster & Ptnrs., 22, Conduit-st., London, WI. F, G. Cox, FRICS. *C. Paine & Sons, Ltd, 
*Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd.. 690, Lea Bridge-rd., E10. £5,340 and £17,234 
Howdon-on-Tyne. : West Bromwich.—209 houses at Witton-lane 
Stockton-on-Tees.—44 houses for single site for BC. *F. A. & H. Taylor, Ltd., Cro. 
persons at Newham Grange, Blue Hall and _ ftall-rd., Bloxwich, £274,146. 
Roseworth estates for TC. Boro’ A: T. C. Westminster.—Seven-storey office block, with 
Hartley (A), 28, The Square, Stockton. *L. underground car-park, on site of St. James's 
Brown & Son, Boathouse-la., Stockton, £44,544. theatre, King-st.. SW1, for_Viarex Property 
Stretford.—New kitchen and dining-room at Investment Co., Ltd., High Holborn, estimated 
grammar sch. for CC, *Peter Hodkinson, Ltd., to cost £200,000. A: R. Seifert (F), 28, Great 
Devonshire-st., Ardwick, Manchester, £19,373. Ormond-st.. WCl. QS: Thompson & Alex. 
Sunderland.—Extension to technical college ander, 6, Cromwell-pl., SW7. *Kyle Stewart 
on West Park site for EC. tGeorge H. (Contractors), Ltd., 338, Kilburn High-rd, 
Plemper, Ltd., Sunderland. = ac si ” 
Sunderland.—Repair and conversion of 3-16 oe reen.—I~ flats at Norman-close for 
and 30-39, The Avenue, to provide 74 dwell- BC. {Davies & Rentowl, Ltd. £25,067, 
ings. IR. Matthews & Co. (Sunderland), Ltd., 
£89,700. 
Sunderland.—Showrooms, garage and offices 
t egg of ee ar — B R 0 A 0 x AC H E § 0 N 
igh-st. est, for ams Gibbon, Ltd., 
motor engineers. A: Wetherell & Lamb, B LOCKS Tey g 
‘Tweedholme,’ Picton-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


*James Prentice, Leeds-st., Sunderland. unvarying quality 


Up Holland.—10 houses at Highgate estate 
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